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                ADVERTISEMENT
           OF THE ENGLISH PUBLISHER.5
                     — I fill I |_ l HIM ( i l l B
 MR.       PHILLIPS,            who prefents to the Sriiifh
 Public this initreftin'g Journey of the Dutch Em-
 bajjy to the Court of the Emperor of China, conceives
 he is making an acceptable and valuable addition td
 the exifting Jiock of knowledge relative to an Empire,
 the great extent, population, and antiquity of which
 render it an almqfl exhaufiltfs fubjebl of information
 and curiofity.
    RefpeBing the views of the E^mbafjy, and the valui
 and originality of the materials of which the work
 tonfifts, he has nothing to add to the able and per'
Jpicuous Preface of the French Editor, nor Jhalthe in
 any way prefume to anticipate the opinion or approbation
 of the Englijh Reader*
    With refpect to the Tranjatiofi, he will venture
 without hejitation to affirm, that it is faithfully perform'
 ed% It is the work of a (j-enilemdn of approved talentsi
 ibhorn a long refidencein France has rendered incapable
 cf the blunders that almoft always deform hooks tranf-
 tated from ihe French tongue into ourst The ad-
 vantage of receiving a copy of ihe original long be-
fore any bther was imported, enabled him alfo to
 execute his tajk at his- leifure, and to finijfi it with a
 more than ufual degree of accuracy. The PublijJier
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 therefore hopes, that when the time flmll come of
 comparing this Tranfiation with any other, it will be
found to have a fill grefl£er precedejtcy in merit than
  in the date of its appearance.
      Thelanty difference between this Edition and the
  Original Work confifts in the placing of the Glojjary in
  the Firfi inftead of the Second Volume. As nearly
  tjie whole of the words requiring explanation occur in
  the Firfi Volume> this arrangement is judged to be,
  more convenient to the Reader, efpecially to Sub'
 fcribers to Libraries, and Members of Book Societies,
  in which the volumes generally circulate f&parately.
   This dicliomry of terms is indeed one of the mojl va-
  luable parts of the work, abounding in new and curious
  obfervations relative to the, policy, the manners, and
  the language of the, Chinefe.
      Among other exertions to render his Edition s w - .
   thy of the public patronage* Mr. Phillip has taken
   much,pains to.procure a CORRECT CHART OF T H E
   R O U T E ; an appendage which the Reader will find to
   Se indifpenfable, and without which the narrative
   would be wholly unintelligible, By making this im-
   portant addition, he conceives that he has confider-
   ably encreafed the value of the work, and given his
   Edition an almofi exclufive claim to the favour of ths
   Public,
      No, it, J3t, Paul's Church Y*rd,
               0&. 3,0, 1798.
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          DEDICATION.
                    TO
            HIS EXCELLENCY
   GEORGE WASHINGTON,
  PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF
                 AMERICA.
   SIR,
TRAVELS among the raoft ancient peo-
ple which now inhabits this globe, and
which owes its long exiftence to the fyftem
that makes its Chief the Father of the
National Family, cannot appear under
better aufpices than thofe of the Great
Man who was elecled, by the univerfal
fuffrage of a new nation, to prefide at the
conqueft of liberty, and in the eftablifh-
ment of a government in which every thing
befpeaks the love of the Firft Magiftrate
for the people.
                    a 3              Permit
-vi                DEDICATION.
    Permit me then to addrefs the homage
 pf my veneration tp the virtues which in
 your Excellency afford fo. ftriking a refem-
 blance between Afia and America. I can-
 not fhew myfelf more worthy of the title of
 Citizen of the United States, which is be-
 come my adopted Cpu,ntry, than by pay-*
 ing a juft tribute to the Chief, whofe prin-
 ciples and fentiments are calculated tQ
 procure them a duration equal tp that of
 ihe Chinefe Empire.
           I am, with refpeG"^
                SIJI,
           Your Excellency's
               Moft humble,
                And moft obedient Servant,
             A- E,. VAif-BjiAAM flouc^GEEftf,
                                              <
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         ADVERTISEMENT
                              OF
                THE        EDITOR,
THE more diftant the Regions which the Traveller
defcribes, the more titey differ in their moral and phy»>
fical nature from the nations for whofe inftru&ion and
gratification he deftines his obfervations, the more im-
portant is it to the reader to know in what degree his
confidence is due to the man who fpeaks to him of
what is pafling "in remote countries, and almoft at the
other end of the world.
   It is particularly in refpecl to China that the Fear
of receiving the produ Aions of an imagination more or
lefs fertile for a true recital is eafily awakened. That
immenfe Empire is fo little known ; the prejudices of
its inhabitants, or rather the wifdom of its government,
has thrown fo many obftacles in the way of thofe Eu-
ropeans who might feel a defirc to penetrate into the
country in order to fatisfy their curiofity and to ex-
amine what imperfeft and hafty iketches have given
 them a faint idea of, that if it is eafy to give imaginary
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 ^details for certain fa&s, it is at the fame- time difficult
  to fecure a true relation, from the exifting diftruft, which
  puts the Reader upon his guard againft the Narrator.
       Accordingly, to expe£b always extraordinary things
 from a Traveller who fpeaks of China, and to doubt his
  veracity merely becaufe he relates things which feem
  extraordinary—;is the djfpofition'.of mind of thofe, who
 read any thing written concerning that aftonifhing-
  country.
       I t is to fhew the well-informed reader what degree of
. confidence he .may place in the Travels now fubmitted
  to his infpe£tion, that the Editor has thought it ad-
  vifeable to give him forne idea of the character of the
 perfon who prefents them to the public.
       M. Andre Everard Van-Braam Houckgeeft, born in
  3739, in the province of Utrecht, in Holland, fir,ft
  ferved his country in the Dutch navy, in which two of
  his brothers, ftill alive, have more than once difplayed
  great talents, and have both obtained the rank of
  Admiral, as a juft reward for their fervices.
       Determined by circuraftances, which a ftate whofe pe-
  culiar chara&eriltic it is to be commercial, often affords,
  M . Van-Braam quitted the navy in 1758, and went to
  China, in quality of Supercargo of the Dutch Eaft-
  Jndia-Company. He refided at Macao and Canton till
   I ? 7 3 J except during two very flw>rt voyages to Europe.
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   Returning to his native land after an effective refi-
dence of eight years in a country where in that length
of time he could not fail to acquire great information,
M. Van-Braam fettled in Guelderland, and remained
there till 1783.
   At the laft-mentioned epoch the Independence of
America had juft been folemnly acknowledged by the
powers of the old world. This event, which re echoed
throughout Europe, and awakened ideas almoft as new
as itfelf, infpired M. Van-Braam with the delire of
inhabiting a country which had been reprefented to him
in the raoft enthufiaftic terms.
   Of all the United States he gave the preference to
 South Carolina; and in 1783 became a merchant,
and a cultivator of rice in that State. He was even
naturalized as a citizen of the United States, in 1784;
and was living there in peace and happinefs, when one
of thofe dreadful fatalities of which the climate of that
province affords but too many examples, deprived him,
in the courfe of a fingle month, of four of his children.
   This lofs, for which a paternal heart has never been
able to confole itfelf, together with that of his fortune oc-
 cafioned by a falfe friend, were the motives that induced
 M. Van-Braam to liflen to the propofitions tranfmitted
 to him by one of his brothers in the name of the Dutch
 fcaft-India Company, who wiflied him to undertake
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the management of their affairs at Canton, in quality
of Chief of the Faftory.
   T h i s new mark of confidence fhewn him by his_pri»
fiutjve court tiy, and his defire to turn his eyes irora
* quarter of the globe in which his two only fons and
two of his daughters had found an untimely grave, de-
termined *M,_ Van Braam to accept what was offered
I»m. He returned to Holland, and fet off immediately
after for Canton.
   A knowledge of feveral countries, and a confequent
IiaMt of obferving their oppofite characters, infpired
JVf. Van-Braam with a defire of more attentively ex-
amining all that he was allowed to fee of China. W i t h
this defire was combined that rational curiofity which
feeks to penetrate into myfteries under whieh it imagines
Toieful truths to lie concealed; and, laftly, that fenti-
ment fo natural to a European, of wifhing to acquire
further knowledge of a nation of which the little
already known furnifhes matter of fo much well-*
founded aftonifhmenr.
   As foon as this projeclwas conceived, M. Van-Braarn
made it one of his principal concerns. Indufbious both
by habit and difpofition; led by his very duties t o
make obfervations; having opportunities more or lefs
frequent of queftioning Chinefe; able himfelf to iketch
every thing that came in his way; enabled by the ia-
<sreafe of his fortune, a confequence of his fuccefsful
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adminjftratjon of the Company's affairs, to pay intel-
ligent artifts; and never tired of waiting in order that
he might fee things better, and hazard nothing upoi*
mere conjecture, he every day added to what I fhali
«all his Chinefe ripb.es.
    But one of thofe uncommon events, fueli as it were to
 be wifhed might fall in the way of all true friends to
ufeful fcience, occurred moft. opportunely to favour M*
 Van-Braam's inclinations and plan.
     Appointed Second in the EmbafTy fent by the Dutclj
 Eaft-lndia Company to the Emperor of China in 1794,
 a vaft extent of country was laid, open to his view*
 T h u s converting into pqrfona] experience what had
 been little more than oral tradition, he had the moil fa-
 vourable opportunity of verifying all that had been related
,lo him, and, what was flill more fortunate, of forming
 a. judgment of things which he had not even had an idea
 of enquiring into, becaufe nothing had given him reafoa
  to fufpecl: their exiftence.
     Aftonifhed by what he faw, M. Van-Braam did not
  lofe a lingle moment in making the inhabitants x>f the
  other parts of the world, as far as it depended upon him,
  partakers in the fenfations he experienced, and in the
  well-founded admiration he felt on more than one oc-
  cafion. Doubly a painter, his pen and his pencil were
  constantly employed in depicting whatever he faw; and
   fparing neither ffaj,ns x\ox ejepence, he may be faidnotto
                                                        hay*
xii         ADVERTISEMENT OF THE EDITOR.
have fuffered any thing to efcape him which was worthy
of the attention of a difcerning public.
   T h e narrativeof his journey may even be confidered, in *
fome degree, as an official account of the Dutch ErnbaiFy,
fince having been fubmitted to the infpeftion of the
perfons belonging to that Embafly, it did not afford
them the leaft room for criticifm, and fince the Ambaf-
fador himfelf took copies of it, with a view of fending
them to the Regency of Batavia, and to the Prince
Stadtholder.
    The age of M. Van-Braam, the fuccefs that attended
his undertakings, the ties of nature, and thofe of friend-
fhip, at laft induced him to quit Canton on the fixth
of December 1795, with a view to pafs the reft of bis
days in the United States of America. He arrived at
Philadelphia on the 24th of April 1796.
    Never, I will ventui e to affert, did a foreigner leave
China with a like treafure, or with fo many teftimonics
of his veracity; and if M. Van-Braam had only exhibited
his numerous drawings of every thing which that Em-
 pire prefented to him as worthy of a place in his immenfe
 colle&ion, China would be better known by them alone
 than by all that has been written concerning it till the
 prefent day. T o give an idea of what is experienced
 upon a light of all the drawings which M,- Van-Braam
has collefted, and which reprefent China in every fhape,
 and in every point of view, I will only fay, that after
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 the curiofity of the moft acute and inquifttive fpe&ator
 is fatiated, a multitudeof things ftill remain to be
examined, which excite his furprife anew.
     Finally, as if it were M. Van-Braam's deftiny to
  figrifalize his abode in China by the moft ftriking cir-
  curaftances, he has brought over with him feveral Chi- •
  nefe, who feem to be come purpofely to atteft the truth •
  of what he has related concerning their country, or has
  reprefented in his collection of drawings : a colle&ion*
  which he expofed for feveral months at Philadelphia to
   the view of all amateurs of the fciences. It was even
   impoffible to avoid fancying ourfelves in China, while
   furrounded at once by living Chinefe, and by reprefen-
   tations of their manners, their ufages, their monu-
   ments, and their, arts.
      Such are M. Van- Braam's claims upon the good-
    will of his readers, and, I had almoft fajd, upon their
    gratitude.
       As to the Editor's labours, they have been executed
    with the greateft care; and he at leaft dcferves the praife
    of fidelity, fince there is not a fingle line that has not been
    fubmittcd to the examination of the Author, who is
    fuffieiently matter of the French to be an excellent judge
    of every thing written in, that language.
       Perfuadcd that a few explanatory notes would add to the
     mtercft of the work, the Author and Editor have placed
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   tbey more particularly belong *. The fame jtfotive fcaS'
   fuggefted them all—a deflre to gratify the public.
      It is with the fame intehtidn that the Editor hag
  thought proper to fubjoin to the work a notice of the
  valuable collection qf drawings mads by M. Van-Bream1,
  who during five years conftantly employed two Chinefe?
  draughtfmen in'forming this numerous'and curious af-
  femblage of all kinds of objects. But how much does
  the Editor regret, that he cannot by this brief notice
  enable the Reader to participate in the pleafure refulting
  from a fight of the drawings; a pleafure which increafes
  in proportion as the examination of the details is more
  dleiberate, or is taken by eyes a&cuftomed to find out
  beaiftiea which elude, as it were, the firft hafty view*
      T h e Editor will indulge in no obfervatidns concern-
  ing the WQrk itfelf, except that it every where exhibits
  a. character of candour, which is that of the Author.;
 There is nothing, even to the repetitions which the
 occurrence of fimilar matters muft neceffafily produce
 in a work written in the form of a journal, that does not
prove his veracity.               The franknefs with, which M.
Yan-Braam confeffes, in two or three place's, that he
was miftakett as to points of which he thought himfelf
 aflured by preceding circumftanoes,. ia a valuable tefti.
   ** This arrangement would certainly hare been the moft judicious; but,
•for feme reafon unknown to the Inglifh Editor, it has not been adopted.
 In the original the notes Wete all placed at the end of the laft Volume j
 in. the Znjliih, edition they have been prefixed to the fifft.
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flsony of his literary probity, which in a traveller caa»
not be too highly prized.
    T h e Editor will Conclude this Advertifement by a
reflecHon which will no doubt ftrike the Reader as i t does
h i m : it is, that M. Van Braam's journal, not being;
a work undertaken with a view to reafon upon Chi-
 na in a fyftemattc manner, but to give an account of
what he has met with and perceived, it cannot be f«p-
 pofed or expected that he. fhould reduce fa'fts to aa
 agreement with any particular opinions. It is limple
 facts that he relates; «he commits them to piper in rhs
 order in which they prefent themfelves ; he even dots
 it with a fort of eagernefs admitting of no ftudied ar-
 rangement, or combination over which the ufual vanity
 of an Author might have exerted its influence t aM
 thefe circumftances are fo many vouchers that his rela-
 tion has been dictated by truth.
     T o exhibit this Journal in the French^ language l a
  all its original purity has been the uniform ftudy of the
  Editor; and the .fuffrage of the Author, under whofe
  immediate infpe&ion his labours have been carried an,
  is a favourable omen of his fuccefs. He mail efteem
  himfelf happy, if his feeble effort* are honoured with
  th* approbation of the Reader.
                         MOREAV DR SAINT MERT.
         INTRODUCTION,
. A JOURNEY from danfon to the city of
 Pe-kwg, where the Imperial Court refides
 —a Journey made acrofs parts of the Em- 1
 pire of Chiria, Which never .yet were marked
 with the foOtftep of an European, and where
 his inquifitive eye fiever yet had an oppor-
 tunity of making th6 fmalleft observation,
 cannot biit be highly interesting to the Pub-
 lic, both in Europe^ and throughout the
 United States of America; arid will no doubt
 be received as ail agreeable offering. In
 this hope it was that I undertook to write'
 a relatiori of that Journey, and that I made
 a point With rriyfelf of commuting t6 paper,
 with the leaft poffible delay, every thiiig I
 fhould fee and obferve, in order that I might
 give a faithful defcriptron of it to my coun-
 try men*
    Whenever I travelled by wafer, I had my
 Journal always on the table* that every thing
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might be noted down in it at the very mo-
ment of its occurrence. Even night was
not a reafen for my difpenfmg with this
rule. I thought it far better^ to lofe a few
hours reft, than to let a fingle remarkable
object efcape me.
    When our road was overhand, it was my
invariable practice, let the time of night be
what it might, to commit to my Journal,
which I then carried in my palanquin, what-
ever had appeared intereiling to-me during
the day.
    In returning from the. Imperial Court tq •
the hotel occupied by the Ambaffadqr at
Pa-king, I never, felt any care more urgent
 than that of noting down, evejy thing I had
 feen. •
    By thefe means I luflered nothing to efcapa
 jne, and an excellent memory conliantly
 helped me to re-trace the raoft minute par-
 ticulars,' and to recollect even the moft tri-
 fling Hep I had taken.
                                             It
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   . tt is in confequence of thefe cohtiriu^tl
 precautions, that I am able to pfomife m
e£a6t narrative of the proceedings of the
 lEmbalTy, extracted - front my Journal; the1
conftant depofitary of fails, reprefented with
the lBdft ftricf regard to truth.
    I May venture' then to affertj that 8 icru^
pulous precifion Will be found iri the details
I prefeh't to the Public, and that' my-Work
will moreover have' the merit of being eh^
fcfrely" heWi ffece there is rfot a fmgle line*
beftrdwed from any traveller or writer what-
ever". I fhould even think 1 offered an af-
frdft? to every well informed deader, if 1
•were riot convinced of his eafily perceiving-
it himfelf. It is with the fole view there-*
fore of doifig further homage to truth, that'
I declare that for twenty years I had read
nothing dri the fubje6t of China. Although
we had w"it'h us the work of NIEUHOFF, con-*
Caning the firft Dutch Embafly to Peeking*
I did not chujfe to confult it, becaufe I did'
hot with to enter into a refutation of itt
Contents, a1 thing By no means impoffible>
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  and becaufe it feemed indubitable that a
  century and a, half mull have occafioned fome
  change in the afpe<5t of the towns and efta-
  blifhments, and in the face of the country.
      One of our fellow-travellers, M. de
  Guignes, a Frenchman, who accompanied
  the Embaffy in quality of Interpreter, noted
  down his obfervations alfo, with the inten-
  tion of publifhing them; but his project,
  which may even, ferve to Ihew the confor-
' mity of our remarks, was of no ufe to me,
  fince neither I nor any other perfon at-
  tached to the Embaffy, had any knowledge-
  of his work. My Journal, on the con-
  trary, was, copied for the Ambaffador, and
   lay open to the infpe&ion of all the other'
   Dutchmen who performed the journey*
      On our return to Canton, I had the good
   fortune to meet with a very exadt topogra-
   phical chart of the city of Pe-king. The
   proprietor of that chart, which was already
   of very ancient date, would not part with-
   it ; but permitted me to take a copy. It
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is fo particular, that every ftreet is diffin-
guifhed, and the elevation of every edifice
delineated. I eafily recognized thofe of fuch
flreets as I had paffed through in a carriage,
and found out alfo the fcur gates or tri-
umphal arches which I had remarked in a
crofs-road on my return from Tuen-ming-
yuen, as mentioned in ray Journal under date
of the fixth of February 1795. I was thereby
convinced of its perfect Accuracy.
   The Imperial refidence, however, was
only, in a manner, indicated without any
thing to mark its limits. This defect I re-
medied, as far as my own judgment autho-
rized me to do it, after having feen and gone
through more than three-fourths of the
palace. The fuburbs were alfo wanting, but
I borrowed them from the work of Du
HAJ.DE, in which the plan of the city is
conformable to that of my great map.
   Thus it was that I contrived to render
my topography of Pe-king more exact than
in the Chinefe original. It was not, how-
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ever, poffible to give the fuhurbs in. tl|§
fame pletajl as the city, hecaufe my knaw^
ledge of them was not equally correct \
have therefore- contented myfelf with india
eating the principal ftreets that lead ant}
adjoin to. the gates of the town, together-
Wlt-h the two well-known edifices, the tem-
ple of Heaven, and that- of the Eajth. The
reft of the fuhurhs, in fydi, prefent nothing
to the eye but a piece of gr^unol very irre-
gularly built upon, in which are plots of
cultivated land, and empty fpaces., fo, that
 one haJf Q1" h is yet without buildings, as
 \ye' had an opportunity of clearly perceiving
 on the fifteenth.of February. 1795, when we
 left Pe-Hng, It appeared to me better t§
 leave fpmething imperfect in thjs refpe6t,
 than to put errors in the place of things of
 which I was ignorant,
     I hope, however, that this will he no rea-s
  fon why a map fp interesting mould be lefs
  agreeable to the curious than my relation
  itfelf; especially as I have alfo a number of
  pther drawings and views, which by their.
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ronformity with the plan, bear witnefs- to
its accuracy. A part of them I iketched
myfelf, and the remainder is in my collec-
tion of Chinefe views, which are calculated
ftill farther to prove the accuracy of what I
fay. I have no doubt of this kind of fupple-
ment fully fatisfying the cunofity of my
Readers.
    I have written the names of the cities ancl
other places, according to the orthography
of the Chinefe Mandarins, and with divi-
fions. The hyphens fignify that all which
they do not feparate, ought to be pro-
nounced in a fhort and fimple manner, as
forming only one fyllable, although there
are fome which, in European languages,
would make two. Kiang, Liang, Hiang, muft
therefore be pronounced as a fingle fylla-
ble,
    I thought it proper to give thefe previous
explanations to my Readers, in hopes that
my Work would not difpleafe the Public,
and if this expectation be not deceived, 1
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ihall obtain the only recompence I dare to
afjc for my labours and my care.
       A. E. V. BRA AM          HOUCKGEES%
              In magnis voluiffefat eft.
                                         NOTES,
              N O T E S ,
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  ALPHABETICAL                                    ORDER,
                        A S D WHICH ARE
        - MFMRKMJD TO IN THE COURSE OF THE WORK.
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                                BAMBOQt
X T Is indigenous in China, where no lefs than fixty-three
diftinft fpecies are known. See Memoires Chinois, vol. ii. of thp
quarto edition, page 623,
                                BARROW.
   In a work written by Father M A R T I N , a Jefuit, intitled,
Defcrlption Geographicjue de la Chine, and quoted by the Ut/loire
Ginerah de la Chine? par Malila, redigee par Grofier, in the 13 th
vol. of the quarto edition, it is faid that the Chinefe failing
barrows, or waggons, are a fiftion. It would require, however,
an extravagant degree of fcepticifm to doubt of their exiftence,
after what the Author relates, and the engraved plan of one that
is added to the drawings, of which a notice will be found at the
<md of the Second Volume,
                                  BEAN.
   The bean of which mention is feveral times made in thi*
^ o r k , and which furnifhes the Chinefe with a kind of juice or
                                          ,                liquor,
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Kqaor, that they drink like milk, is the Cytifus Cajan 1$
X,iiinsus, known in feveral places by the name of Pots Pigeon,
and erroneously confounded by Bomare with the Angola fea,
wtiicfc refembles, it neifher in form, tafte, nor colour. (Ff. #d.)
            ,                  IJEGGARS,
    $eggars are pot common in China. Borne are feen at Canton.
    Paring the" jpurney of the Embaffy, the author met with.
none, except in the weft part of the province of Chang-tong, and
in that of Tcheli, They are very unfrequent in the other part§
pf the empire, (Fr. Edt)
                             33IR.D'S-NE*TS.
    The following- account is given of thefe bird's-nefts in the
 the Hiftoire General? de la Chine, far Maille, vol.. 13, of quarto
 edition, page 650.
    " They come from the rocks upon tlie .coaft. of Tong-^ina,
 Java, Cochlnchina, &c. and are the nefts built by a fpecies of
bird, -of which the plumage much refembles that of pur fwal-
Jows. Their manner pf building theni is alfo nearly the fame,
except that the nefts of the former are made of little fifh, which
they contrive to glue together with the fpume of the fea. They
 are detached from the rocks as foon as the young ones take their
 flight; for it is the neft, and n»t the bird, that is of value,
Whole boats are filled with this commodity, which becomes a
confiderable branch of commerce in the above countries. The
property of this lingular fort of aliment is tp give a favoury tafte
to eyery difh of which it makes a part."
    The Chinefe are alfo of opinion that thefe bird's-nefts are a fti-
rnulant to love, and in this perfuafion, fome of them have been
known to give as rtyuch as an hurich-ed Loujs d'prs for tyventy-five
ppunds weight of bird's-nefts.
    The Author himfelf fold fome at Canton as high as fix Louis
#ors the Cati, or twenty ounces French. (Poids demare.)
                                                                They
                              380TE8.                        .?a*S
    They are carried to Holland, where there is a great confirm}*.
tipn of them, and where they are in high recmeftv {Fr. Ed.)
                             BUTTON.
     A button, placed upon the front of the cap, fervesinCftb*
to mark all the gradations of power, from the Emperor to th§
loweft Mandarin. The Emperor alone wears a lage pearl as ;
 button. Among the Mandarins, the buttons decreafe in value
 in the following order;
     A button of a dark purple ftone of a round form, but bar*
 jug fix fides or facets.
      The fame, oblong.
      A button of figured coral of a round form,- with fix fide*.
      The fame, oblong.
      A button pf plain coral of a round ihape, and having £35
 fides.
      The fame, oblong.
      A button of a blue tranfparent ftone of a round form, wltk
  fix fides.
      The fame, but of an oblong Ihap^.
      A dark blue button of a round form, haying fix fides.1
    ' Tb.e fame, oblong.
      A white tranfparent button, having fix fides, and a rouo4
  form.
      The fame, oblong.
      An opakc white button of a round fprm, with fix fidei*
      The lame, oblong.
      A round gilt button.
      A round filver button,
                              CASTtES. -
      The Chinefe Caftles are fortifications of more or lefs confe?
   jjuence, intended tp defend particular points, and {unrounded
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 with walls, having embrafures, or loop holes in them, through
 which the foldfers fire their arrows or muiket-fhot.
                                CATI.
   The Cati is a Chinefe weight equal to fixteen taels or ounces,
 each of which is equivalent to an ounce and a quarter troy weight.
 (Poids (te marc.)
                      CATJANG.      See B E A N .
                               CEDAR.
    Authors who have written concerning China have ventured to
affert, that no fueh tree exrfts in the country; but M. Van.
 Braam fpeaks of them too frequently for any doubt to remain on
that head.
   The Reader is alfo referred to the fecond vol. of the Memolrh
Cfiina'u, quarto edition, page 529, where it is called the Narn-
mou of the Chinefe. (i<V. Ed.)
                                CHAP.
   A ggnerical word, which indicates a piece of board or tablet*
jnfcribed with the name of any one, pr with fome title defignat-
ing him, to which the fame honpurs are paid that he would have
a right to expecl: in perfon.
   A petition or memorial addreffed to a tribunal, or to a per*
fon invented with any authority whatever, no matter on what,
fubjeft, and even a common letter, is alfo a Chap,
                               COBIDO.
   A Chinefe meafure of three kinds, viz, the Mandarin's Cat
lido; the merchant's Qolido.\ and the carpenter's Cobido. The
laft is meant as pften as the word Cobido is employed in this
work. It is equivalent to fourteen French inches, wanting a
line.     {Fr,Ed,)
                                                          COHAHG*
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                           CoHANG.
   The final g ,muft not be pronounced. I t is the Company of
merchants of Canton, who enjoy the exclufive privilege of
trading with Europeans.
                          COHANGIST.
   A Merchant, member of the Company of Cohang.
                          CONFUCIUS.
   I muft dbferve here, that it is only in conformity with the
French pronunciation, that I have put in the body of the Work
Kong-fmi-tfe, inffiead of Hong-fou-tfe, which M. Van Braam
affures me is the true way of fpelling the name of the firffc of
all the Chinefe pbilofophers. (Fr, Ed,)
                             CORE A .
   A kingdom of the peninfula of Afia, fituated between China
and Japan, to the north-eaft'of the latter, on which it borders.
   The inhabitants of this kingdom, which is tributary to China,
are called Coreahs. I t wa3 there Ambaffadors whom the Author
found at Pe-h'ng, and with whom he was admitted to feveral
audiences or imperial ceremonies. (Fr. Ed,)
                             CoULls.
    This name, which is borrowed from India, is applied to all
 forts of labourers, but particularly to thofe who carry per-
                                                                     fc
 fons, merchandize, &c. an occupation which is confidered a«
the loweft of* 11, becaufe it is that of fuch individuals as can get
 nothing elfe to do. Almoft all of them go with their head
 and feet naked.
    M. Van Braam thinks that the pay of thofe employed in the
 journey of the Embaffy from. Canton to Pe-iingi was about
 twcnty-fiye French font (a fluffing Englifli) per day.
  *xi                              NOTES.
     All authors coricur in praifing the Chinefe Coulii for the' a'd-
   drefs with, which they carry the heavieft loads, by means of
   feamboos, which they lay acrofs their moulders/ and io whicK
   the load is fufpended. by a card. { Fr. Ed.)
                                 DRAGON.
     That fabulous animal is at once fymbolical and mythological
  w China. Every thing.that emanaterfrom the Emperor bears
  the figure of a dragon ; and it is alfo put upon all the Imperial
                   "
  edifices, furniturej and ornaments.
     The'Dragon is venerated throughout China; but the Em-
  Jefor alone has the right of having them painted, embroidered/
  or fculptured with five claws or talons. The refil of the ration
  cannot ufe figures of dragons with more tban four.
                               EMPBEOR.
     I t has* been faid erroneoufly (Lettfet Edtfiantes, tome 171 page
  €g\ that he alone has the right of having his pakce exaftly
  fronting the fouth; for every individual turns his houfe as-
  much as he can to that quarter of the fky, as the moll falubn6us
  and convenient expofure. See Mcmifii Chhoh, tome iii. in 4-to*
  page 434' (Fr- Ecl-)
     I t is with the fame difrdgard of truth that it has been fafd*
 that the Chinefe fliut themfelves up in their houfes when the
 Emperor goes out, and that thofe he happens to meet on his
 road turn their backs with their face to the ground, to efcape
 the penalty of death. I t has even been afferted* that' this i»
 the reafon why the houfes have no windows looking into the
'ftreets. Thefe aflertions, already contradicted by the Memmreh
 Chinots,. tome il. page .21734 are forrnally difproved by what th»
 Author relates of the Emperor, while on his way to Tuen-ming*
 yucn. {Fr. Ed.)
     H e , ef whofe hanging himftlf the A-uthcir fpeaks, was HoaU
 tjong, the Iaft Emperor of the" Chteefe dyn&ftj' of Mhg. Seeing
                                                              kimfetf'
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liimfelf on the point of falling into the hands of the Manchoo
Tartars, he hung himfelf with his own girdle, within the wall*
of the Imperial palace, after having given his daughter a fabtc
Wound, of which Duhalde (vol. i, page 47S, of the o'ftavo edi-
tion) fays fhe died; but from which the Hifioire Generate de hi
 Chine, par Mailla, vol. x. oclavo edition, page 492, affirms that
Ihe recovered. A t the time of this event, which took place in
 1644, the unfortunate monarch was thirty-fix years of age,
 (Pr. Id.)
                   EXAM 1 STATION cv STUDENTS.
     This relates to the young men who devote themfelves to the
 ftudy of the fciences. There are generally four thoufand in the
 Academy, or Gymnafium, at Canton.
     The Chinefe attach the higheft importance to the examina-
 tions they wndergo, becaufe thofe who get through them fuc-
  ceftfully are' deftined to fill the different pofts in the Admiai-
 ftration, even the moil eminent.
     Very curious details concerning thefe examinations, and. the
  attendant formalities, are to be found in the Lettret Edifiantes,
  page 125. {Fr. Ed.)
                              Fou-YUEN«
     This is the governor of a great city, and of a portion of
  territory forming the dJftricT: round. Four of the prori»cc§
  of China have Fou-yuens for their immediate Chiefs.
                                 GATE.
     Thofe which mark the feparation of the provinces, and of
 which the author mentions one in the courfe of the work, are
 great and heavy gates of wood* with their hinges let into th« ,
  if ck. They are carefully guarded, and fliut during the night.
                                GoHCJOM.
      The Gottgom U a copper bafon fufpended by a cord, a«4'
  Sruck with a very large ftickv This- inftrumenjy which- i» very •
                                                             fonorousj
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Sonorous, has the found of a fniall or large bell,- according1 as it
h of greater or fmaller fize.
     The word Gongom is not Chinefe; for it is ufed in Africa t«
figm'fy ft large drum, which ia jalfo called Tamtam in other
African countries.
     The Ohinefe word for Gongtm is Lo. In the Memoires Chinolsi
Vol. ii. of the quarto edition> is a very curious defcription of
the manner of mating it, given by the learned M. Amiot, who
 fays that it is compofed of a mixture of copper, tin, -and bif-
 muth, in the proportion of ten parts of copper, three of tinj
 and one of bifinuth. (Fr. Ed.)
                               Hou-potf.
     Is the principal officer of the cuftoms, and" receiver-general
 df the taxes* It is merely an office, and not a diftinft rank
 among the Mandarins; for a Mandarin with a white button,
 and even with a clear blue Button, may be equally appointed'
  Hou pou.
                                   Jos.
   • A Chinefe generical wordj fignifying Idot.
                      'LAMAS.       &e T H I B E T *
                               IiEAGTJfi.                   " '
     Aj? often a's the word league occurs m this work, it muffi -
  be underftood as a .league of 25 to the degree, and equal to •
  2,z82 toifes.
     It mull alfo be obferved that the diltances, mentioned in
  thofe parts of the journey performed by water, are thofe actu-
 ally travelled, in following the courfe of the rivers and canals*
 and not the pofitive diftance from one place to another.
                           L I M A ISLANDS.
     Thefe are little iflands, "or rather fmall and barren rocks,
fifteen or fixteen in number, fituated at about five leagues dif-
 tance from the river of Canton,        .    . ...    ,             *
                               ttQT5«»                     3ESXJW,
                                 hi.
   A Chinefe itinerary meafure. 250 Li make a degree of
latitude. Now, as a degree of latitude is eftimated at 25
leagues of 2,z$o toifes each, it is equivalent to 57,050 toifes.
A & i$ confequently equal 2&8f toifes,. The toife is fix French
feet. (Fn Ed,)
                              LlNGtJA.
    T-his-terja is Poxtuguefe.
                           MAHOMETANS.
    We find in the Memoires Chinois, torn. 5, in 4*0. page 24, that
Vrtngh^han introduced Mahometans into China, and that abput
16509 the Emperor Chm-chy drove out thofe who were ftiJJ
Jn poffeffion of the chair of mathematics.
    A s to the motive of the expulfion of the Mahometans froni
China in 1784, which agrees with that mentioned by the
author, when fpeaking o f the Mofque, which he found at
Hong-tchmu-fou, a very circumftamtial account of it is given in a
letter from M.Anrot) a MiijEonary, datedt]fcre i$th.of November,
 I7?4, an$ atfo contained in the Jfflcmsires Cfctnais, torn, £it iji
4to. page spa, (Fr. Ed, J
                     MANCSOO.      See T A R T A R S .
                            \  MEASTJRB.
    A s often as meafttrea are not fpecially defignated, they ftr«
 French. (Fr. Ed.)
                               MIAO.
  • A general term for temples dedicated to idols. "They are
*ery confiderable buildings in China, a»d fome of them coft
WWJenfe fums, §ee Religm. (Fr. Ed.)
                        MONEY.      See T A E L
                                   <s                  MONGULI.
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                      MoNGULS.      See TARTARS,?
                               MoNOJTA,
     Or, according to the pronunciation, Manama, Was thff-
 Chief of the Company of Cohang, at the time of which the
 author is fpeaking. (Fr. Ed.)
                             NAMHEUYEN.
      This is a Mandarin of Juftice, whofe fpecial bufinefs it
  is to maintain the jpolice, and preferve order among the
 inhabitants.
                                 PAINT.
     I t appears in the inftructions of the Emperor Kang-h'i to hit
 fons, given in the Memoires Chinoh, quarto edition. voLix.
 page 226, that under the preceding dynafty, the cerufs and
 cinnabar confumed by the fervant-girls belonging to the palace,
 coil ten millions of livres. {Fr. Ed.)
                             pAtANQJHN.
      I t is, propetly 'fpeakrng,'an European fedan-chair, except
  that the poles are' longer, more elaftic, and borne upon the
  flioulders. There are fome which are open, and others that are
  more or lefs richly painted, according to the ufes, and the.
 perfons, for, which they are intended. The poles or marts are
  fo contrived, that the number of bearers may be increafed\
 rather 'out of luxury, and to announce high rank, than for. any
  purpofe of real utility. From two to eight porters are ge-
  nerally employed; but the Emperor has no lef* than thirty-
  two, {Fr. Ed.)
                         PEACOCK'S FEATHER.
     This feather, ftuck in the cap of a Chinefe, announces that he
 is a great Mandarin of letters, or Military Mandarin of the
 •firft rank.
                                                                 I»
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    In the Imperial palace, there are .Mandarins wearing this
feather, who may be compared to the Vakts-de-Chambre of
European Princes.
    There is alio a kind of Mandarins who wear a long black
feather; but thefe two kinds of Mandarins in waiting do not
wear their feathers out of the palace, nor even when off dutyj
while the Mandarins of the firft rank never lay theirs afide.
  PB-KING.     See CHUN-TING-FOU.       See alfo T E M P E R A T U R E .
    At Pe-king, the north part, in which .ftands the Imperial palace,
 Is diftinguifhed by the appellation of the Tartar City; and all
the fouth quarter, which properly fpeaking is only the fuburbs of
Peking, is called the Chinefe City.
     The proper name of this city is Chun-ting-fiu; the word
  Pe-king, which fignifies the Northern Court, being only an
  epithet. But the Europeans have adopted the latter word, be-
  eaufe m&re eiiy lb pronounce.
                               PlCOL.'
     A picol is equal to a hundred Catis, or a huriHred and twenty-1
 five French pounds, troy-weight (po'ids dc man). (Fr. Ed.)
                            PORTUGUEZE.
     The reader muft not be furprifed in this work, at feveral
  words derived from the Portugueze, fince Portugueze and
  Englifh are the habitual and commercial tongues of foreigners
  «t Canton. [Fr. Ed.)
                            PROSTITUTES,
     Gemelle reproaches JtfieuhofF with fayingj that tlie'fe are Wo-
  men of that defcription in Chirta; but the fa6fc is but too true,
  and is proved ^equivocally by what thfc Author fap upon tfec
  fubjeclr.
                                   «*                                0«
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     On the river of Canton there are boats with women of plea-
 fuw In them. With thefe women the Chinefe of the town fomc-
 times pafs three or four days together.
     They are trained up by other women, who carry on this
 fliameful traffic; and are fo inftru&ed as to be ignorant of
, nothing lafcivious or immodeft. As the Chinefe experience no
 tendernefs from their wives, they are fond of this fort of immo-
 rality.
     Among thefe girls there are fome who at the age of ten
  years are already withered and worn out by the excefs of their
 complaifance.
     Several of them fctaietimes join the execution of what they
 have been taught, or what they have devifed to inflame the ima-
  gination of their admirers.    {Fr.Ed.)
                           RED CANDLES.
     They are made of a kind of tallow extracted from ajree,
  and are coated with tallow of a harder kind, and after-
  wards painted red. The wick of. all the Chinefe candles is of
  bamboo.
                              RRGENCY.
      The word Regency is repeatedly ufed in this work to fignify
  government or adminiftration; as the regency of Batavia, the
  regency of Macao, and even the regency ^of Cantou, that is,
   the administration of the province of ^uang-tong, intrufted to
  the Tfong-tou, the Fowyuen, and the Hou-pou, who all jfefide in
   the city of Canton. (Fr. Ed.)
                             REUGION.
      The primitive religion of China is that of the ancient pa-
  triarchs, fuch as Abraham, Melchifedeck, &c. It is from that
  religion that the Emperor derives the title of High-Prieft of the
  Almighty; by virtue of which he alone exerfcifes the functions of
  it in China.
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    The fecond fort of religion, adopted long after the fhft, and
confequently when tlae Chinefe were already embodied into a
regular nation, is Idolatry, and Idolatry carried to fuch a length,
that every one is free to make Gods according to his fancy, fy
that every head of a family has fome of his own creation.
    This plurality of Gods naturally precludes all idea of a par-
ticular form of worfhip 'bringing together the members of cer-
tain fe£t,8. There are no external practices of devotion among
the Chinefe, if we except the male and female Bonzes.
    There are, however, principal divinities who are very generally
revered, and to whom all agree in afcribing a power over fome
particular thing, The Chinefe fometimes go to the temples of
thefe divinities to offer them homage ; and to this worfliip the
women are not altogether ftrangers, though they repair to the
pagodas with great precaution* to avoid being feen; but this,
 has nothing in common, nor comparable with the ufage, which
 in certain religions bring together all the individuals who pro-
 fefs it in one common temple. The Bonzes alone affemble to
pray,
    But notvuthftanding the almoft univerfal prevalence of ido-
 latry, and notwithftanding its being countenanced by the Em-
 peror himfelf, it is worthy of remaik that he never goes to adore
an idol, but contents himfelf with fending Mandarins to do fo in
 his ftead.
     He profeffes publickly no other religion than that of the
 Almighty, God of Heaven and of Earth; nor does he offer
 f.icrifkes lo any but that Being fuperior to all others, to the
 manes of his anceftors, and to the fpirit of Confucius.
     There are temples or M'taos where obfeene Idols receive a
 tribute of refpeft and devotion from the Chinefe, who generally
 blufh at things which the moft fevere modefty does not blame in
 other countries ; but fupeiflition throws as it were a veil over
  thefe images, which prevents Chinefe modefty from being here
 put to the blufh.
                                  e 3                     SAMSOU,
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                             SAMSO0-.
   A Chinefe liquor drawn from rice by difiillation. The com*
 mon Samfou has a very difagreeable tafte, but that of the court
ia on the contrary very pleafant.
                            SALUTES.
   The falutes fired by the Chinefe, in honour either of the
 Embaffy, or Ambaffador, confifted in difcharging three fmall
pieces of cannon, or rather peclereros, ftuqk in the ground with
 their muzzles upwards.
                             SAMPANS.
   A Chinefe boat, which carries from five to eight hundred
weight. They are ufed at Vampou to load and unload the
European mips, which find it impofiible to get beyond that
toadfted into the river of Canton* on account of the mallow*
jjefs of the latter.
                            SAPANTIN,
    The Portuguese name for a light veffel, built for going fkft,
Cither with oars or fails, and employed, for that reafon, as ad-
vice boats between Cantqn and Macao. Thefe veffels alfo go
eut to fea,
                              TAEL,
    A weight of gold or filver, equivalent to an ounce and a
 Quarter French, or in money to about feven livres ten fous. In
 China a hundred Spanifh dollars ate reckoned worth feventy.
 two task.
    The Chinefe have po pieces of money bvt fepeceas of capper,
                             TARTARS.
    T h e Manchoo Tartars are thofe who inhabit Chinefe Eaftern
 Tartary. E-xpelled from China in 1368, with the Monguls vthp
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had admitted them, they had their own chiefs under the name of
Kans till '1644.; but the Kan of Ningouia, then become Emperor
of China, and head of the prefent dynafty, which confequently
ipring8 from a Manchoo Tartar, fubjecled them all.
   The Mongul Tartars, who conquered China in 1280, and who
were driven out in 1280, inhabit Chinefe WefternTartary. They
are governed by Kans, or princes, who are all fubjeft to the Em-
peror of China, as Grand Kan of the Tartars. (Fr. Ed.)
                          TEMPERATURE.
   I beg the reader here to pardon my entering into a conrpa-
rifon of temperatures.
   Pe-king is in 39 degrees 5 J minutes north latitude, and Phila-
delphia in 39 degrees $6, fo that they may be faid to be under
the fame parallel.
    The winter is exceedingly cold and fevere at Pe-king; and the
nature of the winter at Philadelphia is the fame.
    The winter begins earlier at Pe-king than at Philadelphia, but
it is over equally late at both places.
   A t Pe-king the north wind is inexpreffibly piercing and pre-
valent.
   In the city of Philadelphia the fame may be faid of the north-
weft.
    At Pe-hlng, water freezes before Reaumur's thermometer has
fallen to the freezing point, a phenomenon alfo obferved at Phi-
ladelphia.
   There is however in general lefs intenfity, and ftill lefs duration
in the cold at Philadelphia, than at Pe-king; fince in the former
city there are pretty frequently partial thaws, which foften the
furface of the ice (for it does not melt till at a degree of heat
which would melt it in France.)
    A.s to the fummer it is fo hot at Pe-king that Reaumur's ther-
mometer is often at 32 degrees above o (104 of Fahrenheit.)
                                 04                                  la
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    In 1743 the heat was fo exceffive, that iuci'eafing from the
 15th of July to the 25th, it raifed the thermometer, that laft
day, to 55 degrees and a half ( m -J of Fahrenheit). There
 died within that time at Pe-king eleven thoufand four hundred
perfons, although refrefhments were diftributed in the ftreets.
    In 1760 the heat killed eight thoufand perfons in lefs than
two months.
    Philadelphia is without doubt far from experiencing fuch a   *
fatal degree pf heat; but the thermometer often rifes as high as
 28 degrees of Reaumur (95 of Fahrenheit). In the fummertKe
days are burning hot; they are diftreffing ; and the nights are
almoft as hot as the day,
   Another refemblance between the two plaGes I am fpeaking
of, is the fudden change in the ftate of the atmosphere—a change
which fometimes amounts to ten or twelve degrees of Reaumur,
in lefs than twenty-four hours*, and frequently to five or fix de-
grees in a very few hours. This variation is moft frequently
produced at Philadelphia by the north-weft wind.
   The barometer alfo undergoes very fudden changes at Phila-
delphia. I have fometimes obferved there from 6 to 7 lines dif-
ference in lefs than as many hours,
   Pe-king is then at once colder and hotter than Philadelphia;
but c u the opinion adopted by the inhabitants of the latter city,
concerning the favourable alteration that is to take place in both
ftafons, be co/ifidered as well founded, after what we know of
 Pe ling, which notwithftanding the clearing of the land fome
thoufand yeais back, ftill remains the fame f
    I am aware that it may be faid that Naples and Madrid, which
are nearly undsr the fame parallel of latitude as Pe-h'mg and Phi-
ladelphia, enjoy notwithftanding a very different temperature
  om that of thofe two cities. But I believe that we may con-
1 ie from that very circumftance, that the clearing of the land,
) .i.n which alone a change of climate teems to be expefted in
                                                         American
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America, is not the onhy caufe that operates in producing a par-
ticular temperature ; and in fpite of all that is feid of the favour-
able alteration that has taken place in the laft So years, I doubt
whether that opinion, though pretty generally received,         deferves
entire confidence.    Nothing is more fubjecl to error than judg*
ments formed concerning the ftate of the atmofphere, when they
are only founded upon our fenfations.       [Fr,  Ed.)
                               THIBET.
    A kingdom tributary to China, and bordering upon it to the
weftward. The priefts are there called Lama's, and there the
 Grand or Dalai-Lama -has his refidence. [Fr.JEd.)
                                TIDES.
     Father Martin, in his geographical defcription of China,
 torn. 8, in folio, du Recueil des      Voyages  de   Thcvenot,    page
 141, fpeaks of the movement of the tide at Hong-teheiu-fou
 •mentioned by M. Van Braam. He even pretends that In the
month of October it is accompanied by very extraordinary cir-
 cumftanees,
                                 TREES.
    The author's fpeaking of the fhade of trees on the 27th
  of November, is by no means • furprizing, -when it is con*
  fidered that he was ftill in the province of Quang-tong, where
  the foreft trees never lofe their leaves, but only change them in
  the fpring, the winter being there fcarcely perceptible.
     The fruit trees, on the contrary, ihed their leaves in the
  mouths of September and O&ober.
                              TSONG-TOU.
     Is, properly fpeaking, a Vice-roy governing a province.
   This employ is the moft elevated that can be held by a
  Mandarin of the firft rank, who is not officially refident
  at Court. Only eight of the hfteen provinces of China are
                                                             governed
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governed by Tfong-tous, three of whom have two provinces
fubjecl: to their administration. The four remaining are fuper-
intended by Fou-yuens.
   The authority of a Tfong-tou is very great. H e is never ad-
dreffed without marks of the molt profound refpefit: no Chinefe,
unlefs a Mandarin, is ever allowed even to fpeak to him but on
his knees. The title given him by his countrymen in addreffing
him is moft fuitably tranflated by that of Hlghnefs.
                           W A L L (Great).
   Which is the boundary of China, towards Tartary.
   The annals of China fay it was begun under one Prince, three
hundred and three- years before the Chriftian sera; that it was
then continued by two others ; that a fourth united thefe firft
three portions ; and that it was completed more than two hun-
dred years after. See Mimmrei Chlnols, torn. 2, in 4to. p. 461.
   The Chinefe call the great wall Ouan-li-tchang tchlng, that is,
the great wall of ten thouf.md /i.
    It does not, however, with all its windings and turnings com-
prife more than five hundred leagues. It is twenty or twenty-
five feet high, and broad enough in fome places for fix horfes to
pafs abreaft. In fome parts it is carried over mountains almoft
inacceffible, and is in one place, according to Father Verbieft,
eight hundred and fixty-four toifes above the level of the fea. In
fome places it is alfo carried over rivers upon arches.
    Since the Tartars fubdued China, fome few paffages are alone
kept in repair. The reft is falling to ruins.
    See Htftoirc Generate dc la Chine, par Mailla, torn. 2, in 4*0.
page 373.      (Fr.Ed.)
                              YELLOW-
    IS the colour fet apart for the Imperial Family in China,
    All the princes of the blood, defcended in a right line from the
 founder of the dynaily, wear a yellow girdle. In the collateral
 branches, the girdle is orange-colour.
       3                                                       There
                                                                     (
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   There is no fear of any other individual wearing that colour,
 tecaufe in the Empire of Chinai the drefs of every one* is fixed
 bylaw, from the Emperor, to the very Weft claffes.
    There arefometimes articles of drefs in which yellow appears,
although they do not belong to Members of the Imperial Family,
 Such are the robes given to celebrated warriors. But thofe veft-
 ments have fomething in their form which exhibits a ftriking
 difference, at the fame time that the yellow colour excites the
idea of a great favour conferred. (Fr. Ed.)
                           Y-TAY-YEN.
    This is a Court Mandarin, and member of the great tribunal
for the adminiftration of public affairs.
                                                  •ITINERARY
            ITINERARY
Of the Journey made by the Dutch EmbaJJy to
   the Court of the Emperor of China, from Can-
   ton to Peeking; ferving to explain the Map
   inferted at the beginning of thejirft Volume.
                NOVEMBER,      1794.
  22. We fet off (by water upon the river) from
Quang-cheQU-'foM, in thcprovihce of (Canton) g)uang-
tong,
  23. Fochan; a city without walls5 of confidetablc
commercial confsqufence.
  San Cheuye-chen.
  24. Tfing-yun-chen.
   26. In-te-chen.
   28. Chao-tcheou-fou.
   *794» Deiember. " •
        Nan-hiong-fou.
   From thence we travelled over'the mountains called
 Moiling-chan to Nan-ngan-fou, in the province of
 Kiang~ft,
   From thence we refumed our journey by the river.
   4. Nan-hang-chen.
   5. Kan-tcheou-fou.
    6. Nan-ngan-chen.
                       t             7. Tai-ho-chen,
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    7.   Tai ho-chen.
         Ki-ngan-fou.
    8. Ki-chauye-clien.
         Kia-kiang-chen.
         Sin- tu chen.
    9. Tong-ching-chen.
   10. Tfa-tfin-fe, which is on the oppofite fide.
         ] an-tchang-fou.
         M
  Thence we proceeded by land, being ftill in the pre«
vince of Kiang-fi.
   11. Kien-tchang-che'n.
         T a ngan-chen.
   13. Kieou-kiang-fou.
         Liang-kiang. A village.
  T h e n through the province of Hpu-quan^*
   14. Houang-mey-chen.
. -15, T i n g ching chan.
  Through the province of Kiang-nam*
   16. Fong-chang-y. A village.
         Tay-ha-chen.
         Tcheou-tfi-eck, A town.
   17. Tfien-chan-chen.
         Tcheou-lou-hau. A town.
   18. Tau-tchong-y. A village.
         Tong-ching-chen.
         Tay-qua-fe. A village,
         Yu-ching-chen.
   32. Tau-chan-chen.
          Koun-eck. A town.
   23. Liu-tcheou-fou.
          Tin-fau-fe. A village.
                                 24. Liang-chan-chen,
                                                       {
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24.     Liang-chan-chen.
        Ho-chan-ek. A town.
      ' Ching-kiou-ek. A town.
2j>. Ting-yun-chen.
26. Hong-chang-chen.
        Lin-ouay-chen.
27. Hau-kiang-po. A town.
        Cau-chan-ek. A town.
28. V'ha-chan-y. A village.
        Sieou-tcheou.
29. Y-cau-y. A town.
       Tau-chan-ek. A town.
 30. Siu-tcheou.
        Li-cok-ek. A town.
 31. Long-chong, A village.
        Tong-y-lau. A village.
 Through the province of Chan-ton?.
 Chau-cau-ing. A town.
 1795, January.
         Kay-hau, "A village.
         Lam-ching-chen.
         Tang-chen.
         Kay-hau-y-chen,
         Tfeo-chen.
   3. Yen-tcheou-fou.
         Ouen-chang- chen.
   3. Tong-ping-tcheou.
         Tong-ngo-chcn.
         Fong-ching-ek. A town.
    4. Yin-ping-chen.
         Ji-ou-chan. A town.
         Kao-tang-tcheou.
                                    5. Nghen-chen.
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   5.   Nghen-chen.
        Te-tcheou.
  Through the province ofTche-tt*
        King-tcheou.
   6. Fau-ching-chen.
        Kien chen.
    J. Ho-kien-foti.
        Lin-chou-fing. A toWri.
        Yin-kion-chen.
        Hiong-chen.
   8* Sin-ching-chen.
       Tfo-'cheou. • 1
   9. Liang-hiang-chen.
       Lo-ko-kiou^ A town.
       Fee-ching-fe. A city.
       Chun-ting-fou, or Pe-king.
         R E T U R N O F T H E EMBASSY,
  Through the province of TcM-li.
  1795, February*
  15. Fee-ching-fe.
       Chin-tcheou-tin. A village.
  16. Liang-hiang-chen.
       Tan-tfin-y. A town.
       Tfo-tcheou.
  17. Fan-koun. A village.
       Sin-ching-chen.
  18. Pay-hau-fe. A finall place.
       Hiong-chen.
  19. Yen-kiou-chen.
       Y-li-pou. A town.
                                  20. Ha-kien-fbtr.
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 20.    Ho-kien-fou.
        Hien-chen.
 it.    Chin-ka-kien. A fmall place.-
        Fau-ching-chen.
 22. King-tcheou.
 Through the province of Chan-tong.
        Te-tcheou*. •• -•-
 23. Ping-yuen-chen.
 24* Un-chan-kiou. A town.
        Yu-ching-chen. •
        Tfi-ho-chen*bnfang. A town.
  25. Tfi-ho-chen.                         •
        Chang-tfin-chen-onfang. A town.
        ChangofiGn-fcheft: '•
        Chang-haya. A village.
  26. Kong-chan-pu. A town.
        Kong-chan-chiou.
        Song-ching-chen.
        Tay-ngan-tcheou.
  27. Chui-ku-chan. A town.
        Yong-lau-chen.
  28. Sin-tay-chen.
         Mong-in-chen.
  1795, March.
    1. Kiang-cha-fin. A town.
        Teu-chang-y. A town.
        Tfang-ti-tfi. A village,
    a,. Poun-chan. A village.
         Sin-cong-y. A hamlet.
 * Hence the road is no longer the fame as that by which the AmbaC •
Mot went to Poking.
                             4                   Sin-cong-chen.
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        Sin-cong-chen.
    3.  Li-ca-chong. A town.
        Sau-yi-pu. A village.
    4. Yen-chin-chen.
        Kiang-vho-fau-y. A village*
   Through the province of Kiang-nam.
        Tcheou-mou. A village.
    5. Sang-hau-che. A village.
        Su-tfien-chen.
       In-hau-che. A village.
    6. Tfong-king-che. A town.
        Von-ca-fen. A town.
    8. Sin-can-pu. A town.
   Then by water through the fame province.
       Tfin-ho-chen.
        Houay-ngan-fou.
    9. Pau-in-chen.
   12. Kau-you-tcheou.
        Yang-tcheou-fou.
   17. Qua-tcheou.
        Ching-kiang-fou.
   18. Tang-yang-chen.
   19. Chang-tcheou-fou.
   20. Vou-fi-chen.
   21. Sou-rcheou-fou.
   22. Un-kiang-chen.
   Through the province of Tche-hieing.
   23. Che-men-chen.
   24. Hong-tcheou-fou.
   25. By land 20 li, as far as the town called Tfak-hau,
and then by water.
   28. Fu-yang-chen.
                                     29. Tong-lu-chen.
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  29. Tong-lu-chen.
  30. Yen-tcheou-fou.
  31. Lan-ki-chen.
  1795, April.
    1. Long-yoti-ch^n.
    3. Kiou-tcheou-fou.
    4. Chang-chan-chen.
    5. By land 85 li, as far as the city of Chu-chan-
chen, in the province of Kiang li, and then by water.
    7. Qnang-fin-fou.
    8.     K.^fmg'chint
    9. Qua-Tci'-chen.
  ao. Ngan-yin-chen.
  11. Yu~kan,r&fren..
  13. Nan-tchang-fotr*.
  15. Tong-ching-chen.
  17. Sin-tu-chen*
   18. Kia-kiang-'ehen.
  19. Ki chawye'-chen.
  20. Ki-ngan-fou.
  a 1. Tay-ho-chen.
  23. Nan-ngan-fou.
   27. Kan-tcheou-fou.
  29. Nan-hang-chen.
  1795, May.
    1. Nan-ngan-fou.
    3. By land 120 //, croffing again the mountains of
Moiling-chang, as far as the city of Nan-hiong-fou, in
the province of ^uang-tong,
  * Here the Embaffy returned to the road by -which it had gone to
                                       5.   Chao-tcheou-fou.
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     5. Chao-tcheou-fou.
     6. In-te-chen.
     7. Tfing-yan-chen.
     8. San-cheuye-chen..                       v.-. . : t •
     9. Fo-chan. A city without walls, but equally
commercial with Quang-tong.            -           ..,' '
    10. Quang-tcheou-fou» or¥Quang-$ojig,;K.' ;
                                      .i'jv.aa 7.:..: J) .-»
   Although the places not inciofetr By-J^falls, and-the
villages mentioned in the Itinerary are.bot&di-catedcby
figures, it is eafy neverthelefs to concei«?e-_ths direction
in which they lie, as a dotted line. aiarks-.the* road we
purfued.                                '. . ••.",:;• 1 '. ' :
   The-cities which terminate in fou^ arethofe'of. the
firft order; tcheou deiGgnates thole-of thefecond; arid
the final fy liable chen, thofe of the third order.
                                              JOURNEY
             J O U R N E Y
                      OF THE EMBASSY
                               OF THE
   DUTCH EAST-INDIA                           COMPANT
TO THE COURT OF THE EMPEROR OF CHINA,
               IN THE YEARS 1794, AND 1795.
                        A P R I L a,    1794-
 V - / N the 2d of April, 1794} at noon, a vifit
 was paid me by the Namheuyun * of the city of
  Quang-tcheou-fou, (commonly called Quang-tong,
 and by the French, Canton), accompanied by the
 merchant Monqua, Chief of the Cohang. After
 the ufual civilities, the Mandarin, whom Monqua
  ferved as an interpreter, informed me that he
    * For an explanation of this, and the other Chmefe words, as
  well as of (everal facts, aHufions, and other localities, the reader
  IB referred to the alphabetical notes immediately preceding the
  work, A 8 moft of them relate, in the firft inftance at leaft,
  to thefirftvolume, it has been thought better to place them there,
  than to put them at the end of the work, as was done by the
 . French Editor.
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was font by the TJong-tou, who wifhed to know
whether the Dutch Eaft-India Company would
no| adopt fhe idea of fending a Deputy to Pe-kingr
fo congratulate the Emperor on the anniverfary
of his acceffion to the Throne, which his Majefty
was going to celebrate for the fixtieth time. He
added, that the Englife, as-well as the Fort-u-
guefe fettled at Macao, had manifefted an inten-
tion to take a part in that remarkable event, and
that as the Dutch nation was one of the firfS
eftablilhed in China, the TJong-tou, would feel a
real fatisfafition at feeing a fepfefentative of the
Company attend at the folemnity. I might even
in the opinion of the Namheuytm go to Pe-Ung
ih quality of ErfVoy, provided I ccruld obtain?
from my immediate fuperi or s, letters of credit,
addreflfes of congratulation for the Emperor, arid
jecomteendafcions to the Tfotig-to».
   After e^pfeffmg the gratitude I felt fof thk-
kind overture of the Tfong-ton, I fpoke of an op-
portunity which fortunately prefented itfelf of
fcommunicating it to -the CommifTaries-Getteralr
lately arrived at Batavia from Holland, and of
my conviction that the wiihes of the Tfong-toW
would be fulfilled,
                                                Tfeef
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   The Namkeuyun alked within what fpace of
time I might expe£t to receive an anfwer. 1 an-
fwered that five months would be fufficient, and
that it would not require more than feven for the
arrival of an Envoy at Mdcao} in cafe one mould
be fent.
    On hearing this, he teftified a great deal of fatis-
£afition; and requefted me to ufe all poffible diligence
in the execution of my promife,- of which he would
give immediate information to the Tfong-tou. He
charged me exprefsly to recommend the meafure
to the Gir-eai Mandarins of Batavia, and to prefs.
them to adopt it without delay. I affuredhira
repeatedly that he might depend upon my zeal.
    The Mand"arin then obferved to me, that the
Pe-kmg journey was to take place in March 1795.
The objecT: of his million being now fulfilled, he
 rofe, after having accepted a glafs of Cape wine 5
 and when he retired, with an air expreffive of his
 fatisfaStion, I fhowed him all the cuftomary
 marks of honour, by attending him to his pa,-
 lanquin.
    Two veffels, belonging to private individuals
 of Bombay, and commanded by Captains Ri-
 chardfon and Douglas, being ftill in the road of'
                         B2                    Yamjiou,
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Famjiou, which they were to leave in a fortnight,
in order to return to Bombay, by way of Batavia, •
I determined to avail myfelf of the opportunity to
 inform their Excellencies the Commiffaries Gene-
ral of-the invitation I had received. I wrote to
 them, in confequence, a circumftantial difpatch,
 the copy of which will be found under the letter
 A, among ihe documents which I have thought •
 proper to add to this work.
    The Commiffaries General,- having received
 my difpatches, determined to fend an Embaffy,
 and his Excellency M. Ifaac Titzing, one of the
 Ordinary Counfellors of the Grand Council of the
 Dutch Indies, was the perfon chofen to go to
  Pe-king in quality of Ambaffador.
     July. On the 17th of July, 1794, I re-
  ceived notice of this appointment by a fmall
  Englifh veffel from Batavia, which brought me a
  letter from the Ambaffador himfelf, informing
  me that I was to be employed as fecond in the
  Embaffy. I haftened to convey this news from
  Macao to the Dutch merchants of Canton, and
  to requeft them to communicate it to the Tfong-
  tou, that proper preparations might be made for
  the reception of his Excellency.- A few days
  After, I received an anfwer, acquainting me that
                                               the
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the Tfong-tou, the Fou-yuen, the Hou-Jiou, • and the
other Mandarins, had learnt the, appointment of
an Ambaffador with.great fatisfa&ion; that or-
ders-had been given for his being received with
every mark of diftinfition; and that I was requeu-
ed to fend off, without lofing a fingle moment,
an exprefs from Macao to Canton, as foon as I
lliould hear of the arrival of our mips. They
added, that it was fuppofed that the Ambaffador
would come directly in his own veffel to Vampou,
whither the Hou-pou would repair inperfon,ta
compliment his Excellency; and that two Man-
darins, of inferior rank, would be charged to go
and congratulate him at the head of all the Co-
hangiji merchants as foon as he mould arrive at
the Mouth of the Tygris, (Bocca-Tygris).
    September. I waited till the beginning of the
month of September at Macao, for the arrival of
 our mips, with the refolution of fetting off on the
 loth for Canton, with all the perfons belonging
to the Direction, of which I was at the head.
 We went on board accordingly on the 9th.
    In the afternoon of the fame day, I was in-
 formed by an American Supercargo (Mr. Olm-
 ftead) at the moment of his arrival, that he had
 been on the 3d of the fame month, near Pulo*
                        B3                .Condor*
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 Condor, on board of our fliip the Slum, and that
 he had converfed with the Ambaffador, who had
 given him a letter for me. Mr. Olmftead thought
 it probable that our flhips, which were four in
 number, might arrive in three days at Macao j
 but our baggage being already embarked, I per-
 fifted in my determination to go to Canton. I di-
rected Radinel, a Supercargo, to remain at Macao,,
 and compliment the Ambaffador the moment he
'ihould appear in the road; to flay on board and
accompany-him to Canton"; and to lofe no op?
 portunity of making himfelf of ufe.
    ioth. Setting'off from Macao on 'the loth of
September, we arrived off Canton at twelve at
night, when it was too late to go on more.
Early in the morning of the 13th we repaired to
the Factory, whither we had been preceded by
a Sapentin, bearing the agreeable news that the
 four mips of the Company, the Siam, the Wajh-
'inpon, the Swan, and the Sea-Flower, had caft
 anchor near'the Lema Hands.
    On the following day, the Hou-fiou was ac-
 quainted that the fhips were approaching Macao,
•and on the "15th I rgfolved to fet off in a great
^Sampafte for Bocca-Tygris, in order to prefent my
tefpe£ts to the Ambaffador. The Hou-pu having
                                           granted
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 gjarted flie a ffop (paffpqrt) I arrived on the
  17 thj towards noon, at the G(iftU> one of,the
^jmls -that -defend the entrance of JBocca-Tygris,
 And aMp#lf,pafl: two I got on board the Sim- jl
 cordially congratulated his Excellency, who
 in seturn added every mark of confiderajlon t®
& very frjendly reception.
    In the afternoon, two Mandarins came to in-
.form his Excellency that the Cafifes were going
 to fajlute rhirn j and an inftant after they fired their
 guns, which wereanfwered by three vollies from
 the Siam, for e&fa.Qgftlf, agreeably to the cuftom
 of the Chinefe.
   ^§th. The wind on the 18th having fhifted to
 ih,erNorth, and the vqffel being cpnfequently able
 to make, but little way, I topic leave pf his Ex-r
 ceUency -with his own confent, and fet off for
 Canton, where I landed on the 19th, parly in the
 afternoon, I there prepared my apartments in
,fuch a way as to make them fit lodgings for the
 Ambaffador, ^nd took poffeffion of thofe belong*
 ing to the fecond in the Direction,
    A?,d, (At length the Skm arrived at Vampfiu,
 The following morning I repaired on board, ap-t
 pompanied b j aJJ the,Members,©i the Council,
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to pay our refpe&s to his Excellency in a body,
and to exprefs the pleafure we felt at his arrival.
We fet off again for the Factory in the afternoon,
leaving on board the Ihip three Deputies from
the Council, to accompany the Ambaffador as
far as Canton, whither he was to repair after the
vilit of the Hou-pou, which was fixed for the next
day.
   24th. On the 24th I returned to the fhip, in
compliance with the wifb.es of that Mandarin,
who was defirous that his vifit mould be paid to
me in common with the Ambaffador.
   It was about eleven o'clock when the Hou-pou
came on board. I went to receive him as far as
the top of the ladder, and conduSted him to the
cabin of the Ambaffador. He congratulated his
Excellency on his arrival, and teftified the plea-
fure he felt at feeing him there.
   He afterwards made inquiry in a very particular
manner into the motive of Erabaffy; and being
told in anfwer that it had no other objeSt than to
congratulate the Emperor on his entry into the
iixtieth year of his reign, he perfifted again in
afking if his Excellency were not charged with
 any other miffion. Being again affured that he
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was not, he repeated, that in cafe any thing
were,to be propofed to his Imperial Majefty, of
any nature whatever, -it muft be mentioned be-
forehand, becaufe it was neceflary that the Court
fbould have previous information. He was told
a third time, that nothing whatever was meant
but to offer congratulations and prefents to the
Emperor. He then required the AmbafTador
and me to declare upon our honour that we fpoke
the truth; a requeft with which we readily
complied.
    He next afked to fee the letter addreffed to his
Imperial Majefty. His Excellency gave him a
 copy, which the Mandarin did not think what it
 ought to be, and of which he confidered the out-
 fide as much too plain. Being told that the
 original contained a Chinefe tranflation, he
 defired permifiion to break open the cover, that
 he might fee the contents of the letter, and
 indicate the neceflary changes; alluring the
 AmbafTador, that it was a thing indifpenfable,
 and of the laft neceflity to communicate the
 contents to the Emperor beforehand.
    His Excellency made -anfwer, that he hoped
  the Hou-pou would have the goodnefs to re£tify
  every thing which might appear amifs, and to
                                                give
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  jgive him all the information of which he flood la
  ,jieed i that he placed the utmoft confidence in
  him; that he was free to break the feal of the
 tletter; and that in refpe£t to the Chinefe tranf-
 'lation made at Batavia, his Excellency was fo far
-from venturing to warrant its fidelity, that he
  availed himfelf of the prefent opportunity to re*
-queft that a better might be made.
      The 'Hoii-fw opened the letter, examined-th?
   form of it, and promifed to have it tranflated
  anew. He afterwards propofed to carry the
  letter away with him, in order to fhew it to the
   Tfong-teu, promifing to return it to his Excel-*
 'lenoy by the hands of the merchant Pmnke'^4,
  with inft.ru£tions concerning the alterations that
•it,might be deemed expedient to make.
      After this conyerfation, which lafted. at J;ea$
  half an hour, the Bou-ftau accepted -a glafs <jf
- Cape wine,rofe and took h;s leave; not without
 •telling us it was his intention to fet off, for JPe*
 Mig, and.that he hoped, to fee his Excellency
  and me at court in the enjoyment of perfect
  health. I attended him as far as the fhip's fide,
  where frefh civilities paffed between us. He
  then fet off, after having a prefent for the
  ArabaJTador put on feoayd the $<?«,, coniifting
                                                   Pf
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of feVeral head of cattle, 'fruit, and other pro?
vifiqns.
   As foon as the'Hou-pouhad quitted the fhip I
alfo took leave of his Excellency and went to
Canton, in order to be ready to receive him at
the Fa&ory before dinner; the Ambaffador
having refufed with the greateft politenefs the
•offer which the Hou-Jiou had juft made him of
coming the following day, with fome great 'Sam?
kaneSy to take him on fjiore in ftate,
    I had been but a very little time on more,
•when the Ambaffador arrived in his boat, accom-
 panied by the Members of the Council, who had
 remained with him as deputies, and followed by
 the boats of the three other mips, which had
come to anchor on the' morning of the fame day
 at Vamjiou. In .thefe t>oats were the captains, of
 the four ihips.
    I went, as well as • the other members of the
 Direction, to receive his Excellency on the flairs
 that go down to the river, and conduced him to
 the' Council Chamber, where I feated him in the
 President's chair. I then addreffed to him a
 compliment, accompanied by every mark of re-
 fpedl, and the Members of tjie Council followed
                                                mj
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 my example. His Excellency anfwefed us m a
 manner fuitable to the occafion; and after he had
 remained feated for a moment, I propofed to
 conduct him to the apartments deftined for his
 life, to which he agreed. We then walked out
 in order to fit down to table; the ceremonial of
 the day being thus brought to a conclufion.
    I fihould have faid, that, on the zzd of Sep-
 tember, the Fou-yuen had fent two Mandarins,
 with three merchants of Canton, on board of the
Siam, to vifit the Ambaffador on his part and on
that of the Tfong-tou, who happened not to be at
 Canton at that time, and to exprefs to him the
 fatisfa£tion which his coming occasioned in th^.
Empire of China.
    It was on the 24th that the Tfong-tou returned
from a journey which he had made to the pro-
vince of Quang-Ji, which, like that of Quang-tong,
was fubjecl to his adminiftration; but the Fou-
yvsii being obliged to fet off the fame day, and
to go and examine the damages occafioned by
an inundation, at the diftance of two or three
days journey, his unforefeen abfence determined
the Tfong-tou to fend, on the following day, two
principal Mandarins to wait upon the Ambaf-
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fador, and to tell him, that he was prevented by
that circurnftance from giving him an audience.
    2,5th. On the 25th the Tfong-tou fent his Ex-
cellency two oxen, four fheep, four hogs, ten
geefe, ten ducks, ten fowls, two fmall chefts of
 Souchong tea of twenty-five cati's each (thirty-one
 pounds and a quarter troy weight); two bar-
 rels of red candles; and fixteen half bags of
 rice.
    26th. The agents of the foreign nations, wh<?
 had already returned from Macao to Canton,
 having come to pay the Ambaffador their com-
 pliments of congratulation on his arrival, his
 Excellency, on the 26th, returned a vilit to each
  of them individually.
     The fame day the Sub-Namheuyen came to fee
  the Ambaffador, and furnifhed him with a guard
  of four foldiers, who bad directions to keep
  good order among the Chinefe, before the Fac-
  tory, during his Excellency's ftay.
     The Fou-yuen having returned from his journey
  at the clofe of the day, the next evening the
  merchant Paonkequa, fecond Chief or Director of
  the Company of Cohangifisj came to- announce,
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that, at the breaking up of a conference of th6
 Tfong'tou, the Fou-yuen, and the Hou-pou, thefe
Mandarins had ordered him to make a tranf-
lation of the letter addreffed by the Commifiaries
General of India to the Emperor. The confe-
quence was, that almoil immediately afterwards,
Pouquu and Pouayqua, members of the Cohang, as
well as the firft clerk of Kiouqua, another member
of that Company, joined Paoukeqiia in my apart-
ment, in order to tranflate the letter, which J
dictated to them in Englifh, into the Ghinefe'
tongue. It was paft midnight before our work-
was at an end.
   28th. On the 28th in the afternoon another
Mandarin was fent to alk me for an explanation
of fome expreffions that occurred in the letter.
   As to the prefents that were to be offered td
the Emperor in the name of the Dutch Nation*
the Ambaffador acquainted the Hou-fiou, at the
time of the vifit paid him by that Mandarin on
board of the Siam, that he had only brought a
few articles, becaufe he had" been informed that
others were to be met with at Canton. - H e
therefore begged the Bou-Jwu to have the good-
nef8 to affift him in this refpe£l by pointing out
the things he might think beft calculated,to
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pieafe his Imperial Majefty ; and this the Mart*
darin pfomifed to do. Accordingly, after the
Tfoftg-toM, the Fo-ft-yuen, and the Hou-Jtou had had
a confutation, the latter charged Paonkeqim ta
deliver to the Ambaffador a lift of twenty-Four
articles, which we fhould be at liberty to pur-
chafe, and of which it was probable the price
would not exceed the fu'm the Commiflarie»
General of Batavia had fixed as the value of the
prefents.
   As this happened to be the time" of an annual
ceremony which gives to the Tjong-tou, and the?
Other Mandarins of the ftrft rank a great deal of
occupation for feveral days together, viz. the
examination of the ftudents, and the ceremonial
of the inscription of the names of thofe who de-t
ferve to be put upon the lift of candidates for a"
degree, the audience which he was to give to
the Ambaffador was again deferred.
   In the mean time the purpofed changes in the?
letter deftined for his Imperial Majefty were
made; and as a great deal of aftonifhment had
feeen fhewn at its b«ing written upon paper, in-*
ftead of being upon parchment, like the Ambaf-
fader's Gommiffion, I took, in order to remedy
this inconvenience? a large fkia of parchment
       £                                    upon'
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upon which I had a border painted of flowers in
feftoons and lions rampant. I then palled the
letter upon- the parchment, and by thefe means
the obje&ion was removed.
   Another difficulty remained, which was, that
it was neceffary that the letter fhould be put
into a purfe of yellow fatin, with a dragon em-
broidered upon it in gold; and that afterwards
the purfe fhould be inclofed. in a box gilt all
over, having in like manner a dragon in relief. I
fulfilled all this part of the ceremonial likewife,
fo that the principal bufinefs of the Embafly was
properly provided for; the letter having been
put into the purfe, together with a lift, written
upon yellow fatin, of the prefents that were to
be offered to the Emperor.
   OSiobet. On the 3d of Oftober a vifit was
paid to his Excellency by the four principal
Mandarins of the Regency of Canton, fent by
the Tfong-tou, viz. the Pau-tchong-tfu, or Grand
Treafurer; the On-tcha-tfu, or Chief Juftice;
the Gim-ouan-tfu, or Superintendant of the Im-
perial Magazines of Salt; and the Leong-tau, ox
Firft Infpeftor of the Magazines of Rice. When
the ufual compliments were over, thefe four
Mandarins afked, in the name of the Tfong-towt
                                              Why
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Why a Chinefe' tranilation had been added at
Batavia to the letter for the Emperor; why out
Monarch had not figned the letter; and why-
there was only the feal of the Dutch Eaft India
Company* without that of the four Mandarins
(the four Commiffaries General) by whom it was
fignedj being affixed to it.
   By means of an interpreter, the Ambaffador
gave them in detail every explanation which they
could delire. They appeared fatisfied, and after
having drunk a cup of tea, and a glafs of wine,
took" their leaves
   It muft necefTarily appear fingular to the reader*
that the TJong-tou mould exhibit fo much fufpicion
in regard to an Embaffy, of Which the idea had
originated with himfelf, and that he fhould ap-
pear to feek information concerning things., of
which it was impoffible for him to be ignorant.
But the Tfong'tou would have been a bungling
politician if he had not affefted ignorance, and
if he had not fought to give to an Embaffy, fecret-
ly concerted with himfelf, the appearance of an
homage voluntarily paid to the Emperor. It may
alfo be obferved, that ill-intentioned people had
taken a pleafure in circulating falfxties, with a
view of thwarting the project. The TJong-tou
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was therefore obliged to aft with the greatefr.
circumfpe£tion, left he ftoukl give umbrage to
the other Mandarins.
    The jealoufy and hatred of certain Europeans
had inftigafed feveral Chinefe merchants to insi-
nuate that the Embafiy was not fent by the
Chief of tile Dutch nation; that this Chief
was not a King; and that the Ambaffador was
not a great Mandarin. They had alfo fpread fe* „
veral other difadvantageous reports. It was very
fortunate for us, that the Regency of Canton en-
tertained fuch an opinion of the Dutch national
 character, and of the peaceful and fedate con-
 duct of the individuals of our nation, as infured
 the fuccefs of an Embaffy whkh had been fo in-
 duftrioufly traduced.
    The Tjong-tou continued to fhew a great deal
 of attention to the Ambaflador. He fent, every
 two or three days, a Mandarin to my houfe,
 with directions to afk after the health of his Ex-
 cellency, and to enquire if he was in want of any
  thing, in order that it might be procured.
     The Chinefe tranflation of the letter that had
  been made by the merchants whom I have
  named above, and to whom I had dictated it in
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 -Englifh, was afterwards put by the Tfong-tou, into
 the hands of the Pau-tchon%-tfu and the On-tcha-tfu,
 in order that they might give it an elegance of lan-
  guage, and a ftile fufficiently dignified to render
 it worthy,of the eyes of the Emperor; while I,
' on my part, was collecting the articles intended
 as prefents, fo that every thing might be ready
  upon the firft demand.
     10th. On the 10th, the Hourpou, the On-tcha-
 tfu, and four or five of the principal Mandarins,
  went to Mr. Beale's, to fee the pieces, of me-
  chanifm, of "which he had .a great 'dumber in
  his warehoufe to .fell. Thence they went to
 .vifit the Ambaffador, and to enquire -after his
  health. The Hou*pM told his Excellency, that
  in a ihort time the Court of Peeking would be ac-
  quainted with his arrival, and that he might reft
  affured that every -thing would be prepared for
. his departure, as;foon as an anfwer fhouldbe re-
  ceived from the Court. On the following day,
  the Taytou, or General of the Troops of the Pro-
  vince of Quang-ton, paid a vifit to the Ambaffador,
  to congratulate him on his arrival; and the fame
  day the merchant Paonkiqua came to inform his
 'Excellency, that the Tfong-tou would, on the
   13th, grant both his Excellency and me a public
  audience, deftined for the reception of the letter
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that we had to deliver to his Highnefs (the Tfong-
tou) on the part of the Co'mmi'ffaries General of
the Dutch Eafi>India Company. He added, that
this opportunity would be taken, for us to make
the falute of honour due to his Imperial Majefty,
and that the ceremony would end with an
imperial dinner, where we were to be regaled
with all the perfons belonging to the Direction in
the garden of Lopqua j and that plays, and other
ftiows, were to be exhibited there for our amufe-
ment.
     13th. .We kept ourfelves in readinefs accord-
 ingly. Paonkeqtta, • and a Lingua, (interpreter)
 came to take us on the morning of the 13th, and
 a handfome Samfane landed' us on the other fide
 of the river, oppofite to the Fa£tories and the
 city of Canton, in the fuburb called Honan.
 Thence we were conduced to the Pagoda,
•Hauy-tfong-tfi*, where we found feveral hundreds
 of Chinefe foldiers under arras, and lining the road
-through which we were to pafs, for more than
  two hundred yards. The Ambaffador's body-
  guards were placed at their head,
 . •• This is the fame 5n which the Englift Ambaffador, Lord
 .Macartney, was received by the Tfong-tou, and the other prin-
  cipal Mandarins, on his return from Pe-Mng. (Fr. Ed.)
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    At the entrance of the pagoda, a large double
tent was pitched, covering on one fide the impe*
rial dinner, and on the other, that is to fay, on
the Eaftern, a kind of faloon furniflied with
carpets and with chairs for the Mandarins, the
Ambaffador, and rnyfelf. Thefe feats, placed
nearly in a half circle, were fo difpofed that the
Tfong-tou, the Fou-yuen, and the Hou-pou were to
fill the three that flood as it were in the centre,
and that his Excellency and I were to be at a
fmall diftance to their right, and turned a little
towards them; while on their left were four feats
intended for the Pau-tchong-tfu, the On-teka-tfu,
the Gim-ouan-ifu, and the Leong-tau.
    When his Excellency and I approached the
pagoda, we found the Tfong-tou, and the fix other
Mandarins., on-the rightof the road. We were
defired to pafs before them, and were conduced
to a kind of altar, hung with yellow, on which
was a vafe with perfumes burning in it, and
a board (Chap) on which the names and titles
of the Emperor were infcribed in letters of
gold. Round the back of the altar Was a yellow
fcreen,
    Two cufhions wer-e laid upon the ground for
us, and we were told to do the falute of honour
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 to the Emperor. We performed this ceremony
according to the Chinefe cuftom. It confifts in
kneeling down three times; in faluting at each
proftrat-ion, by bowing the head three times to
the ground; and in rifing quite up after each
third inclination of the head, in order to kneel
down anew. All thefe motions are directed by
the voice of a Mandarin, who meafures the time
by regular intervals, in like manner as an officer
exercifing troops.
    When we had done, the Viceroy, and the
other Mandarins, came up to his Excellency and
me, and addreffed to us the moft friendly congra*
tulations. We were then conducted to that part
of the tent where the chairs were placed, and took
our feats in the order indicated above. The
 Tfong-ibu fat down firft, and then the Ambaffador
put on his hat.
   The Viceroy having afked a few queftions
concerning the motive of the Embaffy, and re-
ceived polite anfwers, the Ambaffador prefented
the letter to him, with which he had been charg-
ed by the Cornmiffaries General of Batavia. He
opened it, read with attention the Chinefe tran-
slation that accompanied it, and allured his Ex-
cellency that he would do every thing in his power
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to make the Pe-hing journey as agreeable to hira
as he could wifh.
   His Highnefs then aiked the Ambaflador if he
mould be ready to fet off without delay, in cafe
his Imperial Majefty mould defire his arrival at
Court before the end of the prefent Chinefe year,
and if it would be poffible for him to leave Can*
ton in a month, or thereabout. The Ambaflador
anfwered. in the affirmative, andfaid that he.
mould be ready to undertake the journey on the
firft order from the Emperor; which appeared to
give the Tfong-tou much fatisfa£tion,
   A bowl of foup was then ferved up, with bird's
liefts, and afterwards a difhof tea; after which
the Mandarins having rifen, andwealfo, we fol-
lowed them anew to the altar, where we repeat-
ed, in concert with them, the grand faltite of
 honour to the Emperor.
   This ceremony being performed, the 1"fong-tou
came towards us, and invited us to the imperial
dinner. We anfwered him in terms expreiEve
of our gratitude. He then ordered two Manda*
rins to conduit us to the garden of Lopquq, fe-
parated from the Temple, or Pagoda, only by 3
wall; to give us a good reception,' and to procure
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us every poffible amufement in their power. W<t
now took leave of his Highnefs and.the other
Mandarins, in order to follow our conductors to,
the garden, whither all the dinner that had been
prepared on one of the fides of the tent was con-
veyed, and where we found the Members of our
eftablifhment, and the Chinefe merchants, come
to partake of the entertainment, which lafted
till eleven o'clock at night. We then returned
to the Fa£tory.
    14th. The Englim Supercargoes, who had
come back from Macao feveral days before, but
who had not yet vifited the Arnbaffador, waited
upon him in a body, the day after he had his
public audience of the Viceroys and two days'
after his Excellency went to fee each of thofe
gentlemen individually.
    The Commiffaries General, having fent by
another fhip a duplicate of the letter they had
written to his Imperial Majefty, that in cafe of
any accident happening to the Ambaffador the
objefit of his minion might be fulfilled by me,
had addreffed to me in confequence a commiffion,
 in which they appointed me to the furvivorfhip
of the Embafly, and gave me in that cafe his Exr
 cellency's char after, rank, and titles. The Tfong-tou
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thought proper to fend this duplicate to Pe-king
by an exprefs, after having made the fame
changes in it as in the original, which remained
with the Ambaffador, in order that he might de-
liver it in perfon. The courier was difpatched
on the 14th of OQrober in the evening, with di-
rections to travel fifty leagues (five hundred lis) a
day, that he might arrive at Pe-king at the end
of twelve days. He was alfo charged with a
letter from the Tfong-tou to the Prime Minifter,
which, according to the report of Pouayqua who
had read it, and who mentioned it to me, was
 highly favourable to our million.
    15th. The following day, Pnonksqua came in
 the name of the Tfong-tou, to requfft the Ambaf-
 fador to prepare to fet off within a month, becaufe
 it was very probable that his Excellency would
 be fent for to Pe-king before the feftiyal of the
 new year (which correfponds with the 21ft of
 January of the European calendar), and becaufe
 the anfwer of the Court would arrive within that
 fpace of time.
    16th. The Ambaffador, who had expreffed
 to Paonkcqua his defire to go into the city that
  he might there prefent his refpechs to the Tfong-
 tou, to the Fou-yuen, and to the Hon-pou, received
 > favourable anfwer through the medium of the
                                                famg
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fame merchant, with this iingular reftri&ion on
the part of the Viceroy: that he obferved to
Jus Excellency, that he was not permitted by the
ufages of China to receive him in his palace,
jior with as much refpedfc as he deferved, or as
he (the Tfong-tou) mould be happy to mew him $
and that he therefore trufted, as this could not
be done without infringing on the laws^and
cuftoros of the country, that "the Ambaffador
would not take ft ill if he fent an excufe by one of
his Mandarins to the gate of the palace, efpecially
as the year before he had treated the Englifh
Ambaflador, (Lord Macartney) in the fame way,
    19th. His Excellency conformed to this eti-
quette, and on the following day we went to-
 gether to pay the intended vifits. We were car-
tied, by four bearers (coulfs), and the' interpreter,
who accompanied us, delivered our vifiting cards
 at the gates of the palaces, An inferior Man-
darin came out, and in the name of his Chief
iignified the high fenfc he entertained of the
 trouble the AmbafTador had taken,
    Affifted by the Chinefe Cohwgifi merchants, I
collected all the prefents intended for the Em-
peror, the Firft Minifter of State, and the other
 Mandarins of the Court, in order that the whole
plight be properly packed up, and ready for re*-
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moval. At the fame time, the fhips of the Com-
pany, that came with the Ambaffador, were loaded
with all poffible difpatch, that their return to
Europe might not be delayed.
   November. On the 9th of November,- the
 Tfong-tou fent a Mandarin to requeft hjs Excel-
lency to hold' himfelf in readinefs to fet off in
thirteen days, the 23d being fixed for his de-
parture.
   Although this was in fome fort a delay of eight
days, fince'it had at firft been fettled on the 14th
pf 0£lober, that we were to fet out a month
after, it appeared impoffible to his Excellency
to be ready by that time. But I declared, that
as to every thing that related to the loading of
the veffels for Europe, it would be terminated
before., and cotifequently that little or nothing
remained to be done to expedite their failing.
I even undertook to provide every thing that
might be neceffary, particularly for the journey
of the Embaffy; and I intreated his Excellency
to ufe all poffible brevity in the difpatches he in-
tended to fend to Batavia, as he had fuch forcible
 reafons to affign as an excufe; fince it appeared
by calculation that our departure could not b<$
 delayed a fingle moment, if w<? wjfhed to arrive
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at Pe-king by New Year's Day. The examina*
tion of all thefe poffibilities, and Paonkequds
urgent requeft that we would gratify the "tfong-
tou, at laft induced his Excellency to come to a
refolution to fet off on the sad, and every effort
was made to fulfil his promife.
    loth. On the ioth of November, the Englifh
Supercargoes gave his Excellency a fplendid en-
tertainment.
    nth. On the n t h moft of the prefents were
packed up, in order that by being fent off before
us, they might put us to no inconvenience on
the road. Gilt frames were put to the four large
mirrors, and they were carefully placed each in
 a feparate cheft. A machine was then made for
 each cheft, fo that the glafs might be carried,
 and put upon the ground always on one fide, and
 that the coulis, when inclined to reft themfelves,
 might expofe it to no rilk,
    On the 13th of November, at a very early
 hour of the morning, Paonkiqua was fent by the
  Tfong-tou to tell the AmbafTador that the Empe-
 ror's anfwer had arrived at midnight, and that it
 was couched in very favourable terms 5 that his
 Imperial Majefty wifhed the Ambaflador to repair
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to Pe-king before New Year's Day, iri. order to
fhew him all the pomp of the Court on that fo-
lemn feftival; and to prefent him to all the af-
fembled Princes and Grandees of his Empire;
as alfo that his Excellency might partake of the
feafts and diverfions of the Court. Paonkequa
 added, that his Imperial Majefty defired the
 Ambaffador to bring with him two Europeans
 verfed in the Chinefe tongue, who might, : upoa
 occafion, ferve as interpreters.
    Although no Europeans at Canton were com-
 pletely matters of the Chinefe language, it was
 xefolved neverthelefs to conform as far as poffible
 •to the Emperor'.s wifh. His Excellency deter*,
 jnined in confequence to propofe Meffieufs
  Agie and de Guignes, two Frenchmen, and
 charged Paonkequa to intimate the fame to the
  Tfong-tou.
     In the afternoon, the Pau-tchong-tfu, the On-
  tcha-tfu, and feveral Mandarins went to infpecl
  the pieces of mechanifra intended for the Emper
  ror, previoufly to their being packed up, as well
  as the other valuable articles. From thence they
  proceeded to congratulate the Ambaffador upon
  his Imperial Majefty's favourable anfvverj and
  endeavoured to prevail on his Excellency to
         3,                                   haften
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Jiaften his departure, were it but a fingle day, irt
 order that he might be at Pe-king by the time
mentioned in the letter* which appeared to be
the 10th of January. As it was really irnpoffible
to ufe greater difpafch than that we were mak-
ing, his Excellency confined his anfwer to an af-
furance that he would fet off on the Z2d. With
this engagement the Mandarins were at Iaft fa-
tisfied, and took their leave.
    14th. On the following day, the 14th, the
Mandarin, appointed to be our third conductor,
made his appearance, accompanied by Paonkequct?
who came on the part of the Viceroy, to read
and extol the Emperor's anfwer to the Ambaf-
fador, and to-declare that on fome futwe day he
would be furniflied with a copy. Having already •
indicated the fubftance of this letter, Lihall here
avoid a needlefs repetition.
   This fame Mandarin came afterwards to my
refidence with Paonkequa, to know what provi-*
fions we mould have a daily occafion for during
the journey, that he might give orders to have
them prepared, and that we might be in want of
nothing. As this day was one of thofe which
the Chinefe think propitious to all undertakings,
they began to embark the prefents intended for
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his Imperial Majefty on board of tranfport
barges.
   16th. The Danifh, Swedifh, and Spanifh Su-
percargoes, gave fucceffive farewel entertain-,
ments to his Excellency and his fuitc, on the
x6th, 17th, and 18th of November.
   17th. On the 17th, the Mandarins, who Were
our two firft conduftors, came alfo to pay their
compliments to the AmbafTador and me: they
were both of the rank of the blue button. On
the evening of the fame day, Paonkequa came on
the part of the Jfong-tott, to inform us that his
Excellency and I fhould have on the twentieth,
in the Pagoda of Honan, our formal audience of
leave of the Viceroy, and of the other Manda-
rins of the Regency; and that a copy would
then be given us of the letter of his Imperial Ma-
jefty. I communicated all thefe particulars to-
the AmbafTador.
    18th. On the 18th, the two Frenchmen, Mef*
fieurs Agie and de Guignes, went into tawn- to*'
prefent themfelves to the Tfong-tou, m order to
give him proofs of their knowledge of the Chf-
nefe language; and fucceeded fufficiently well to
 obtain his approbation of their appointment.
                                              19th1
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        19th. On the 19th, in the evening, the bulk/
    prefents were difpatched for Pi-king, on board of*
    fix Sampanes, under the care of a principal Man-
    darin of the white button, and of three other
    Mandarins of the gilt button*
        20th, On the day fixed for the audience of*
   leave, the Ambaffador and I went on board a
   paffage vefTel, and waited on the other fide of
    the river, at Honan, for the arrival of the Vice-
    roy till eleven o'clock, when we wrent on Chore.
    W e there found foldiers drawn up m two lines* in
    the fquare before the Pagoda, as at the firft audi-
   ence. The tent and all the other arrangements
   were the fame. The Tfong-tou and the reft of
   the Mandarins, among whom was a different
   Hou-pou from him we had feen on the former oc*
   cafion, were alfo waiting for us on the road*
   They gave us a kind reception, and conducted
   us to the place where feats were prepared,
   Everyone having taken his place, the Tfong-tou told
   us that he was much concerned that the journey to
   Court could not be fo agreeable to us as he could
•   have wiflhed, fince it was to be performed at the
<    :oldeft feafon of the year; that he had taken
c    -are to have every thing fo arranged, as to make
ti ' -avelling as convenient and pleafant to us as
p     offible; and that he thought we were provided
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with" a fufficiency of furs to defend us from the
cold. We thanked his Highnefs* through the
medium of the interpreter, for his kind attention^'
and as to the cold, we anfwered that we were
accuftomed to it in our own country, where the
winters were at leaft as fevere as they could be at
Pe-kmgi
   The Tfong-tou next enquired if we were ready"
to fet off, and upon our anfwer in the affirma-
tive, terrified a great deal of fatisfa£tion.
   At the fame moment, little porringers were
handed round, with a very agreeable foup made
of a fmall kind of peafe, and afterwards clips of
tea. Then, at the found of a gongom, which was,
at the entrance of the Pagoda, the Viceroy,
and other Mandarins all rofe, and we did
the fame. They placed themfelves • dn the
right of the road, and we took the left fide,
Handing oppofitc to one another. When the
procefiion, which was advancing, came near us,
I perceived that it was the letter of the Emperor^
Carried by eight Goulis in the Imperial livery, upon
a kind of hand-barrow, preceded by twenty fer-*
vants in the fame livery. There was alfo a por-
table altar, on which was placed a vafe with
burning incenfe.
  V O L . I.                 D                   At
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    At the moment when the Emperor's letter,
which was rolled up in a cover of yellow ftlk,.
paffed before us, all the Mandarins knelt down.
 We followed their example, and did not rife till
 they did. The letter being now brought to the'
Imperial altar, a Mandarin took the cafe or cove*
which contained it from off the little hand-
barrow, and laid it upon the altar j theii another
Mandarin, of fuperior rank, went and took th®
fcroll from the altar, and, after having elevated
it with both his hands, delivered it to the Tfing-
iou, who had the filk covering taken off, and,
after unrolling it, fent it to a Mandarin of infe-
rior rank. The latter read it, keeping it in am
elevated pofition, and our interpreter explained
it, paragraph by paragraph.
   While this lafted the Ambaffador and I were
on our knees, and as foon as it was over wc
performed the ceremony of adoration in honour
of the Emperor, after which we arofe. The
Viceroy, and the fix other Mandarins, then came
to congratulate us, wifhing us fuccefs and thc
good graces of his imperial Majefty. We ex«
preffed a high fenfe of the honour done us;
   The Imperial repaft was next offered us. It
wa-s ferved up with ftill more magnificence than
                                               thc
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the firft time, and gave us a new occafion to tef-
tify our gratitude. The Tfong-tou afterwards
charged two Mandarins to efcort us to the
garden of Lopqua, to give us a kind welcome
there, and to beg us to divert ourfelves. Then
turning towards the Ambaffador and me, he told
Us that he would gladly accompany us thither,
but that he was fure that his prefence would
rather impofe a conftraint upon the company af- •
fembled there" than give them pleafure. He
there-fore took leave of us, wifhing us a good
journey, as did the other Mandarins who at-
tended him, and who told us that they hoped w$
fhould find his Imperial Majefty in the enjoy-
ment of perfect health. After having returned
compliments for compliments, we followed pur
two conductors to the garden of Loftqua, whither
the dinner was brought as before, and where we
were joined by the merchants and all the perfons
 of our Direction. The repaft was magnificent,
 and while we were at table theatrical pieces,
 and tumbling, and other feats of activity, were
 performed. It was five o'clock in the eveniri^
 before we got back to the Factory.
    21 ft, Qn the following day, November
 the 2ift, at eleven in the morning, the Council
 of Commerce affembled, under the Prefi-
                         D 2                dency
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dency of the Ambaffador. Having, in confe*
quence of my own requeft, obtained permiffiort
from the Directors of the Dutch Eaft India
Company to refign my employ, becaufe I wifhed
to return to my native country, I inftalled with
 all due formality R. J. Dozy, Supercargo, in my
 place of Chief of the Fa&ory; and this the
more willingly, becaufe, as I had completed the
loading of the four fiiips, nothing remained but
to expedite their failing, which could be done in
my abferice without the fmalleft inconvenience.
I then took leave of the Council'as far as related
to my functions of Chief in the fervice of the
Dutch Eaft India Company.
    This formality being over, 1 accompanied the
Ambaffador in his vifits to take leave of the Re-
prefentatives of all the foreign nations. The
fame day the Supercargo, who had juft been ap-
pointed to fill my place, gave a farewell dinner
to his Excellency, and to the perfons who were
to be of the Pe-king journey. A great part df
the Europeans at Canton were alfo prefent.
At the fame time all the proviiions and heavy
baggage were put on board, in order that
nothing might delay our departure on the fol-
lowing day.
                                         22.d. Oa
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     sad. On the 2ad of November, at an early
  hour of the morning, I had our beds and the reft
  of our baggage embarked, and at half part
  twelve the Ambaffador quitted the Factory to go
  on board a pleafure Sampane. At the very mo-
  ment of our departure, Paonkequa delivered to hi?
  Excellency, in the name of the Tfong-tou, a copy
  of the Imperial letter, in a cafe covered with
  yellow filk. We were efcorted by all the
  perfons belonging to the Dutch Company,
  and by the Spanifh Chief Agote, as far as Faa-ti,
  or the Gardens of Flowers, a place fituated at
  a league (ten* It) from the city of Canton,
   and where we found all the Dutch mer-
   chants, and five of the Chjngfe CohangiJ}
  traders. We made a flop there to give time
   to the other veffels to come up, and in the
   mean while went to vifit feveral gardens or nur-
   feries, where we remarked a number of flowers
   and uncommon plants, the fight of which fully
   repaid the trifling trpuble the fight of them had
   coft us.
      At two o'clock the gentleman of the Direc-
   tion and the merchants took leave of us, and
   returned to Canton, after having wiflied us a
   pleafant journey. We dined at the fame place,
   and then each of us went to occupy his refpec-
                          D3                     tive
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tive Samjiane, At four o'clock we fet off. The
flotilla confided of more than thirty veffels, on
board of the greater part of which were the
Mandarins who accompanied us, and their re-
tinue ; for we had only aiked for twelve for the
Ambaffador and his fuite.
   The Embaffy, and the perfons attached to it,
confided of the following individuals, viz.
   M. ISAAC T I T ZING, Counfellor in Ordinary
 of the Dutch Eaft India Company, Ambaffador.
    ANDREW      EVERARD   VAN-BRAAM      Hoircn-
 GEEST, heretofore Chief of the Direction of the
 Dutch Eaft India Company in China, fecond in
 the Embaffy, with a comrrnffion of Ambaffador
 in furvivorfhip.
    REINIERDO^Y,      Secretary to the Embaffy,
    J. H. BLETTERMAN, and J. A. VAN BR AAM,
 Members of the Council of Commerce of the
 Dutch Direction in China; the former as phy-
 fician, the latter as companion to the fecond
 perfon in the Embaffy.
    Meffieurs A G I E and D E GUIGNES, both
 Frenchmen, in quality of Interpreters. ,
                                    H. C. P E T I T -
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   tt. G. P E T I T - P I E R R E , a Swifs Mechanift.
   A private Secretary of the Ambaffador.
   Two Maitres d'Hdtel.
   A European fervant.
   Two Malay fervants.
   And, laftly, the body guard of the Ambaf-
fador, conlifting of a ferjeant, a drummer, a fifer,
and nine foldiers.
  To conducl us we had three Mandarins of dis-
tinction. The firft, called Vang-ta-loye, wore the
dark blue button, and was verfed in political
matters; the fecond, named Ming-ta-loyi, wore
the blue tranfparent button, and was a military
man; the third, called Sau-ia loye, was of the
white tranfparent button, and a great Mandarin
of letters: each of them had under his command
feveral inferior Mandarins carrying gold flicks.
 The military Mandarin was a Tartar, and the
 two others were Chinefe,
 [It feems to me more proper and more ufeful to
    begin from this moment to give my recital in
    form of a Journal, in order that every thing
    being duffed according to the order and time
    in which it occurred, I may avoid all fort of
    ^onfufion.]
                              D4                     Aftet
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    After having quitted Faa-tl, or the Niirferies,
we proceeded firft in a fouthern direction for tWQ
hours, then to the weftward, and at laft to the
north weft. W e paffed, during the night, the
celebrated city of Fo-chdn, of which we were
confequently unable to form any idea. As great
a trade is carried on there as at Canton itfelf,
and in extent it is not lefs confiderable than that
city.
    November. On the 23d of November, at
eight o'clock in the morning, we paffed by Tfay-
nam, a place of fome confequence, very agree-
ably fituated on the banks of the river; and at
nine o'clock we arrived at Sati'chuye-h'ng-iany, at
a quarter of a league's diftance from the city of
Scm-cheuye-chen. We flopped at San-cheuye-Jiing-
iany to breakfaft'and take in provisions. While
our veffels were paffing before the latter place
the garrifon of San-cJmtye-chen came and drew up
in a line upon the quay.
    I went on fhore, and perceiving the city of
 'San-cheuye-chen fituated in a valley at a little dif-
 tance from the water fide, I directed my folitary
 fteps towards it. When I came to the gate, a
 centinel "gave me to understand that I could not
                                                  be
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be admitted ^ But making him comprehend in
my turn, with all the politenefs I was mailer of,
that he had no reafon for fear, I took him by
the arm, and defired him by figns to accompany
me. To this he confented; and I walked,
through feveral ftreets, and even contrived to
find out the palace of the Mandarins. But I
had only a rapid glance of it and returned to
the veffel immediately afterwards.
• San-cheuye-chen, fe'en either from without or
within, appears a very ancient place; the houfes
being old, low,, and crazy. Moft of them are
 ftiops of a very mean kind, in which eatables are
 expofed to fale; and the ftreets, though paved
 with broad ftones, are in very bad condition.
 As for the fituation of the city It is agreeable
 enough, being furrounded by fruitful fields of
 rice. At about half a league (five li) to the
 eaft of the city, in the midft of meadows, and
 upon a hill of fmall elevation, is an ofitagonal
 tower nine ftories high; a kind of edifice by no
 means uncommon among the Chinefe. After
 having received refrefliments and provifions for
 four-and-twenty hours, we proceeded on our
 way at eleven in the morning. In the evening
 we paned by the village of Jf-fauy-tfauy, fituated
                                              upon
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upon the banks of the river, and continued,
during the molt part of the night, to be tracked
up the river by Coulis, in confequence of the?-
Current beings dire&ly contrary.
    24th. A ftrong northerly wind made the track*
ing of our boats a very laborious tafk, and as it
often drove us towards one of the banks, weS
made but little progrefs.
    To the weftward was a long chain of moun-
tains of considerable elevation called Ckac-cok-hu%
•upon the north fide of which a tower has been
conftru&ed five ftories High.
    The river is here in general fhallow and in-
•terfperfed with many banks of fand. Its eaftern
 fide is of argillaceous earth, mixed with beds or
firata of a fandy foil. In all this diftrifif. great
 quantities of wheat and other corn are culti*
 5?ated; but the elevation of the land hinders.it
 from being proper for the production of rice,
 AH along the river we could ftill perceive the
 marks of the ravages oceafioned by an inunda-
 tion which took place during the preceding fpring
 in this as well as feveral other places. Towards
 ishe middle of the day we pafled by the village
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Tay-in-tfan, at no great diftance from a military
poft, the foldiers of which turned out at our
approach. The environs_ of all the navigable
rivers, and all the highways throughout the
whole extent of the empire, have fimilar guard-
houfes erefted at a league (ten //) diftance from
one another. The guard in geaeral conlifts of
an officer and ten men.
   In China it is not uncommon to fee whole
fields fown with buck wheat. We have this
day remarked feveral, in which the plant is
covered with flowers, and fome in which the feed
is even beginning to ripen, a thing which we
had yefterday alfo occafion to obferve. I was
the more aftonifhed to perceive this kind of
grain growing, as I had never feen any at
Canton; as I did not even fufpeft that it exifted
in China; and as I was confequently far from,
thinking that fuch considerable fpaces were ap-
propriated to its culture. The fugar.plantation*
are alfo very numerous.
   Towards the evening we went afhore to take
•&. walk and vifit a fugarmill in the vicinity. We
were much ftruck by the Simplicity of its con-
ftruftion.
                                               This
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   This mill has two rollers or cylindrical pieces
of wood, which, with two boilers, complete the
whole apparatus of the manufactory. The cane
is preffed between thefe two very heavy cylin-
ders, turned by two buffaloes, by means of a
long lever to which they are yoked. The juice
that runs from the reed is then boiled down in
the two coppers, which are let into holes in the
ground. As fugar mills exactly fimilar are in
life at Java, it is rnore than probable that they
were firft introduced by the Chipefe into that
ifland, efpecially as the greater number belong
to perfons of that nation, who employ their own
countrymen to work them.
    About ten in the evening we reached the city
of Tftng-yiin-clien, where we flopped for an hour
to take provifions on board, but were prevented
by the darknefs from feeing any thing of the
town. We afterwards continued our journey
during the whole of the night,
    25th. At the break of day we came to the
village of Pac-miao-fau, fituated on the weftern
bank of the river, where we flopped a quarter
of an hour to give our people time to breakfaft,
and then proceeded through the famous pafs
called Tfang-nuu-hab, formed by an interval
          »                               between
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  between two ridges of perpendicular rocks of
  extreme height. While going along this paffage
  we could fcarcely perceivefufficient fpace for thofe
  who pulled the tracking rope. The width of
  the river is here about feven hundred and fifty
  toifes; a*nd when the current is contrary it requires
  two hours to clear the paffage, becaufe in doing fo
  it is neceffary to defcribe lines and follow direc-
  tions fo tortuous;that they referable the windings
  and twiftings of a fnake. But the afpe£t on both
  fides is noble and fublime.
      In the midft of this fpace, to the weftward, is
t a convent named Fi-lauy-tfi, fo fituated that it
  feems to flick againft the mountain's fide, amidft
   the thick fhade of furrounding trees.           The
  Bonzes who refide in this place have contrived
  to make a pretty large kitchen garden by the
  fide of the convent, for the fake of obtaining
   the neceffary fupply of vegetables.
       At the end of the pafs, on the'eaftern fide, is
   a guard-houfe called Pha-cong-hau-chan,- with fol*
   diers ftationed in it. There is alfo a temple of
   little confequence, and a few houfes. The
   heights that overlook the paffage are covered
   with trees.
                                                During
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    During the whole day we continued to fee a
great number of mountains on each fide of us j
 feveral of thofe to the weftward being of ftupen-
 dous height.
   The plains were all planted with fugar cane*
•and during our navigation we faw feveral mills
for the expreflion of the juice.
   In the afternoon we pafled by the village of
 Tey-Jiehing-cok,fituatedon the weftern fide of the
river, which widens at this place, but which at
the fame time is choked up with large banks oi
fand. At fun-fet we came to another narrow
pafs, alfo between two ridges of very rugged
and uneven rocks. This paflage coft us about
half an hour's navigation, after which we faw
nothing before us but a very extenfive plain,
having conftantly level ground on both fides of
the road, except during the night, when we en*
tered a pafs ftill narrower than the other two.
This paflage, of fuch inconfiderable length that
a ftone might be thrown from one end to the
other, is fkirted with rocks fo lofty and fo ter-
ribly fteep, that they cannot fail to infpire the
beholder with a fentiment of feay. This place
is called Ang-yong-hab.
                                        2.6th. By
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    2j5th. By break of day we had got beyond the
limits of thefe horrible rocks, to the weftward of
which, and at the foot of the mountain, is a
bandfome pagoda. The country then begins to
refume a level appearance, particularly to the
caftward; but as the land on each fide of us,
which was fteep and lofty, prevented our proC-
peft, curiofity induced me to go on Ihore at
eight o'clock in the morning, and to climb up
 to the top of the bank, which was thirty or
 forty feet high, in order to get a view of the fur-4
 rounding fields. I continued my walk till half
 paft eleven. As far as the eye could reach, it
 difcovered a country admirably well cultivated,
 which, by its refemblance to the province of
 Utrecht, re-produced in my mind the delightful
 idea of my native land. Here was a field co-
 vered with wheat, contiguous to another of buck-
 wheat, embellifhed by its bloffom; there a piece
 of turnips; and then another fpot planted with,
 fweet potatoes. An agreeable variety delighted
 the eye throughout this whole extent of country,
 where not the fmalleft fpace was left without
 cultivation, and the whole of which compofed &
  moft beautiful landfcape. The foil was argilla-
  ceous though not ftrong -, and if any judgment
  can be formed of its fertility from the ftubbles, it
  muft abound in corru
            4                                    Wc,
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   W e alfo paffed by feveral brick-kilns fituated1
upon the banks of the river, and perceived in
the interior feveral pretty villages, fliaded by
bamboos and other trees. I prolonged my little
excurfion till I came oppofite the city of In-te-
chen, where, upon the eaftern fide, I found a
a handfome tower of nine ftories, in good p i e -
fervation, although it appeared very ancient*
according, at leaft, to the indication of the trees
growing out of the crevices of its walls, and eyert
upon the very top of it.
   On the weftem fide of the river the plains'
were lefs extenfive. My walk had not yet Jafted
an hour, when I remarked that the mountains
re-appeared upon the bank, where they were
terminated by five infulated rocks, of which the
moft northern, and alfo the moft considerable,
was in the form of a fugar loaf when feen from
the weft ward. A little farther on, and precifely
at the foot of other rocky mountains, is a village
called Ngo-ct-ouan^ which contains a confidcrable
number of houfes, and of which the inhabitants
appear to have a fubfiftence "allured them by"
working the quarries in the neighbouring moun-
tains. By the fide of the village is the guard-
houfe called Yau-ci-chun, which forms with it the
only objefits that interrupt the difmal and mono-'
                                            tonous
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tonous profpeflt of a ridge of fteep mountain
extending from the five rocks that* I have jufl
mentioned as far as the city of In-te-chen, oppo-
fite to which I re-embarked.
     The fize of that city is not considerable, but
the good ftate of its walls announces a neat and'
comfortable place: its fuburbs, by the river's
fide, are very extenfive. To the north of the
city is an infulated rock, covered with very lofty
 trees, overfhadowing a temple, which at this
 diftance makes a magnificent appearance, and
 feems to be very agreeably iituated. It is feen
 from far, overlooking the city.
     At half paft three, after leaving In-te-chen, we
 paffed by the hamlet Mi-ou-mi-fang, and at five
 o'clock were in front of a village called P"ong~
 hou-cong, where there are feveral ftreets confifting
  altogether of fhops filled with every kind of pro?
 viiions.
     Beyond Jn-te-chen the bed of the river is en1
  tirely compofed of large pebbles. It is very
  wide at V'ong-hou-cong, but interfperfed with a
  variety of fand-banks. Hence we have reafon
  to believe that in the rainy feafon, when it is ftill
  from fix to ten feet deep, as old marks indi-
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cate, the paffage muft become extremely dan-
gerous, efpecialiy in the rocky places, and in the
narrow parts through which we paffed the night
before.
   We fet off a little after feven o'clock, the Am-
baffador having firft difpatched a faithful Chinefe
to Canton, charged w;th letters for Batavia,
which the Company's ihips, when on their re-
turn to Europe, were to deliver at North Ifland,
in their way through the Straits of Sunda.
   We have this day feen one of thofe fifhermen
who neither make ufe of net nor line, but em-
ploy birds trained and accuftomed to purfue the
fim under water. Thefe birds feize their prey
and bring it to their matter. Whenever it hap-
pens that they fwallow a fmall fifh or two, the
fiflierman obliges them to reftitution by preffing
their crop, and only gives them a few fmall
pieces for their nourifhment. This Angular
mode of fifhing is no fmall proof of the induftry
of the Chinefe, efpecialiy when it is known that
the invention of it belongs to one of the lower
claffes of the nation.
   It was during the night that we paffed by the
famous rocks that encircle the temple dedicated
                                                  to
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  to the goddefs Coun-yam: we had confequently
  no opportunity of feeing it.
     27th. At eight o'clock in the morning we
  paffed the hamlet Teiti-v'ong-tfauy-fan, where
  there is a military poll. When we had ad-
  vanced thus far, we perceived behind us a great
  number of mountains of a fingular form, many
  of which were entirely infulated. We had alfo
  on each fide of us a conftant profpe£t of a chain
  of mountains, fituated at a diftance, which pre-
  fented them to us in a point of view truly piftu-
  refque, and not to be furpaffed by any thing of
  the fame kind in any part of the world.
      Our voyage was made in the mod rapid and
  hafty manner. It was impoffible to behold
  without aftonilhment the indefatigable zeal
  which our failors manifefted night and day, and
  almoft without taking reft, for its farther acce-
  leration, Three times in the four and twenty
  hours they make a meal, which lafts little more
  than a quarter of an hour, and get but very little
  fleep. They do their bufinefs neverthelefs with
  vigour, and with a degree of gaiety which in
  other parts of the world is only to be met with
  upon parties of pleafure. No being on earth is
  fitter than the Chinefe to endure fatigue, and to
                       E2                    fupport
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fupporfc a long continuance of laboUi. Provided
care be taken to infure him a fufficient refe&ion
at ftated periods, there is no doubt of his always
finding new ftrength for whatever laborious tafk
he rnay be required to undertake.
   At half pafl ten we reached Tan-tchi-k't, a
handfome village Handing under the refrefhing
(hade of trees. Upon the oppofite bank is an
infulated rock of which the eye is unable to
meaftfre the elevation, and which ftands clofe to
the water's fide, as if it had been cut perpendi-
cularly through the middle. The river being
very nairow at this part, veifels pafs at a fmall'
diftance from the rock, and the traveller, while
gazing on it, finds it difficulty to fubdue a fenti-
ment of fomefhing like fear. At about three
parts of the way up towards the furnmit is a
large whitifh fpot, indicating a hollow, which
looks as if produced by forcible means. The
Chinefe fay, that, at an epoch in their annals fo
remote that all remembrance ©f it is loft, a great
general, named V'ong-tjau, when going upon a
military expedition fhot at the rock, and that
his arrow left this impreffion upon its fide,
Whatever be its origin, its form and colour are
very remarkable.
                                            During
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   During this day's journey we had a frefh
breeze from the fouth, which enabled us to
make ufe of our fails, and flavoured our progrefs.
After dinner we paffed by a large village called
Pou-ting-tan, alfo full of trees, the fhade of which
afforded it an agreeable protection from the fun.
About two o'clock we reached Qu-chac> another
large village j and three quarters of an hour
afterwards a town called Mong-U-cheun, the re-
sidence of a little Mandarin, Oppofite to this,
on the other fide of the river, is the hamlet called
Cai'tan-fdn.
   Having here obferved that the declivity of th§
mountain was covered with a regular plantation
of a fhrub, to which its white bloffoms gave a
beautiful appearance. I afked what it was, and
was told that it produces a nut from which th*
Chinefe extra£t the oil they burn in their lamps.
   At fun-fet we came to a part of the river
where the current was fo ftrong that it was with
•the greateft difficulty we were able to item it.
The place fituated at this turn of the ftream is
called Tckie-cati-tam. We flopped there an hour
to refrelh; and, having fet off again at feven
o'clock, continued our journey daring the whole
 of the night.
                       E3                 a 8th. At
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    28th. At eight o'clock in the morning we
paffed by the town Cohcou-un-imfau, •where, upon
the bank of the river, ftands a great Imperial
magazine of fait. The building is handfome,
and even magnificent. A very large flight of
flairs of hewn ftone lead up to it from the
water.
   Soon after we arrived at the city of Chao*
 tcheou-fou, to the fouth-eaft of which the river
divides' into two branches. The one that we
followed runs to the north eaft, while the other
lakes its courfe to the weftward, after paffing to
the fouth. of the city. A bridge of boats has
been conftructed over this latter branch.
   Oppofite the bifurcation of the river, and in
the middle of its bed, is a fmall elevated iiland,
on which an hexagonal tower is built. An-
other is feen on the fummit of an exceeding
high, mountain on the weftern fide. •
   We afterwards coafted along the eaftern fide
of the city, in front of which were about two
hundred foldiers drawn up under arms m a fingle
line in the following order ; firft, a body of
archers, whofe uniform was a white furtout
turned up with red; fecond, fufileers with
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         EMBASSY TO CHINA IN I 7 9 4 — 5 .        55
match-lock mufkets, dreffed in red faced with
 white ; third, gladiators carrying targets, wear-
ing blue coats turned up with red. While the
Ambaffador and I were paffing m our veffels by
the firft part of thefe troops, they faluted us with
three guns, and with three others* when we ap-
proached the farther extremity. At the, place
•where we flopped a fort of edifice with triumphal
arches and a flight of fteps had been erefted on
the banks of the river for our reception.
   Here we found ourfelves obliged to re-
move to other veffels, in order to go as far as
Van-hiong-fou, the river being no longer deep
enough for the former ones. At ten o'clock the
Ambaffador, myfelf, and the reft of his retinue,
went on fliore, and repaired to the place pre-
pared for us, where the firft Mandarin received
us with the greateft marks of diftin&ion, an,d
regaled us with tea.
   After having remained there a quarter of an
hour we took leave of him and went on board of
our new veffels, to which our baggage had been,
conveyed while we were on fhore. As thefe
veffels were fmaller by one half than thofe we
had quitted, the number of our flotilla was al-
moft doubled.
                        E4                      The
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    The city of Chao-tckeou-fou is a little finaller
than Canton ; but it may boaft of an imperial
cuftom-houfe, and of a garrifon of confiderable
ftrength. The neceffity of removing goods from
great to fmall veffels, and. from fmall to great,
according as they are to be conveyed up or down
the ftream, occurring at the place where the city
is built, it is the centre of a great deal of move-
ment, which gives it a very lively appearance.
At Chao-tckeou-fou, as well as in the other cities
of China, little is feen from without except the
ramparts, the houfes being very low. The
roofs of the temples and of the Mandarin's pa*
laces alone overlook the walls.
    Chao-tcheou-fou is not of a regular form. Its
 rampart makes a curve to the eaftward, and the
 city, when feen from the north, is of an oblong
 ihape. At the north eaft extremity is another
 great bridge of boats, near the cuftom-houfe or
 refidence of the Hou-Jiou. At the fame part are
 very extenfive fuburbs, fituated without the ram-
 parts, where, on account of the nature of the
 river, the houfes are almoft all built upon piles,
 which gives thefe fuburbs a very fingular ap-
 pearance. At the place where the bridge of
 boats ends on the oppofite bank are other
 fuburbs of confiderable extent, and tolerably
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compacl. The paffage over the bridge is fafe
and much frequented. There are fixed hours
of the day for opening it in order to give,an iffue
to the veffels that are going up or down. During
thefe intervals little boats fupply the want of a
bridge, and fatisfy the impatience of thofe who
 are defirous of croffing over to the other fide
without delay.
     There ftands alfo to the northward of the
 city, and at the extremity of a high mountain, a
 tower which looks very heavy, and appears to be
 coilftru£ted without tafte. It is oGogonal, and
 only three ftories high:
      All our baggage being embarked, and each
 of us having taken the place afligned him, we
  fet off at two o'clock. After half an hour's na-
  vigation we were obliged to flop again oii ac-
  count of a want of hands to track our veffels
  As all the other Sam/ianes experienced a like
  want; we were obliged to wait with pa-
   tience while the Mandarins were making a
   levy. But even thofe means were little effi-
   cacious, becaufe the failors, upon receiving
   their hire, made off one after another; fo that in
   a few minutes, out of ten which 1 had for my
. veffel, no more than four remained. The reft
                                                even
58           VOYAGE OF THE DUTCH
even while aiding in the navigation, leaped into
little Samjianes, and in that manner made their
efcape.
   I was therefore obliged to give orders to caft
anchor on the other fide of the bridge, which I
had already paffed, and to remain there till the
Mandarin who commanded the rear guard came
tip. He joined me at half paft fix, and inftantly
did every thing in his power to procure me
failors. I was, however, fo long delayed, that
it was feven o'clock before I was able to pro-
ceed. All the other boats had got far a-head,
"but as they had flopped to take the evening
repaft, and had waited for me, I overtook them
about nine. As foon as fupper was over we fet
ojF anew.
    2.9th. After having let our people reft from mid-
night to the dawn of day, we proceeded on our
journey, being ftill pulled on by tracking ropes.
W e were now, as it were, in a bafon, being fur-
rounded by lofty mountains, fome of which were
 of a very extraordinary thape. At feven o'clock
we paffed the military poft called Ying-faa-con-haa,
built upon the fummit of a rock about forty feet
high, cc-nftfting of a {ingle block of ftone. Near
 this rock the river branches off, having on the
                                                other
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 other fide of the new branch a hamlet compofed
  of a few houfes.
     The river, which was become ferpentine,
 obliged us to go double the diftance we effec-
 tively advanced; but a variety of profpefts
 ferved to enliven our monotonous mode of tra-
 velling, and rendered the prolongation of our
 route lefs tirefome than it would otherwife have
 been,-
    At nine o'clock we paffed by Lun-clian-iong,
 and at eleven by the village P'-Mng-pou, which is
 fufficiently large to be the refidence of a little
 Mandarin. Between thefe two places the river
 makes an elbow, and in the fpace of feventy-
 five feet falls fifteen inches, which coft our track-
• ers an infinite deal of exertion.
    At one o'clock we paffed by a hamlet called
  TJing-fon~tfauys compofed of a fmall number of
 houfes, and at half paft three found ourfelves
 oppofite Cay-long, which isj on the contrary, a
 place of great extent. Beyond that place the
 river winds fo much, that it feemed -to come
 towards us from the fouth-fouth-eafL
        X                                Proceeding
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    Proceeding on our journey at the break of day,
we parTed at half paft feven by a village called
 TJauy-han-tchun, which is of considerable magni-
tude, and contains feveral handfome houfes.
Here again we went a great way round, the
Tiver taking a turn dire£tly to the fouth. At
nine o'clock we paffed by Man-gan-tchuft> a place
Containing a vaft number of houfes, a great
many of which are fpacious and well built.
At half paft nine we were off Cki-hing-eong~hou,
another considerable place, and a dependancy
of the city CM-hmg-chen, which is fitaated a
league and a half (fifteen It) from the banks of
the river. A great many veffels flop at Chi-iatg-
 chen-hau, in order to embark fuch goods as are
going up and down the river, which from this
|>lace conftantly diminifhes in depth up to N&&-
Mong-fou. On this account a Mandarin bas been
Rationed there for the maintenance of good
 order. We changed our failors, and remained
there till half paft twelve, when we continued
 our journey.
    At two o'clock we were a-breaft of a little
habitation made by excavating a rock* The
 outfide has been walled up^ fpaoes having been
 left for doors and windows. A little farther on
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is the village Thin-tchip-ki, confifting of very well
built houfes.
    A great many trees grow upon the neighbour-
ing mountains, which pleafed the eye much
more than the naked rocks we had hitherto met
with.
    At' half paft three we arrived at Tcea-tAan, a.
large and handfome village, abounding in cattle.
We dined there, and then continued our journey
till midnight, when we flapped to take a few-
hours reft.
    December I ft. We fet off again at the break
©f day, and proceeded till abreaft of the great
village V-ong-fhcmng-fcm, where there is a mi-
litary poft. Here I went on more and took an
hour's walk over cultivated fields, fome of which,
were fown with wheat. In the diftance were
three very extenfive places, of which, from
the houfes, I formed a favourable idea. At
feven o'clock 11-eturned to the veffel, leaving,
almoft oppofite to me, upon a branch of the
river, a place called Tcheou-tfauy, which, from
the number of houfes I perceived, I judged to
be of confiderable confequence. In general the
places that we had feen for the laft three or
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 four days gave an idea of greater importance
than thofe of the more fouthern parts in which
we had been travelling before.
    A t eight o'clock we reached Lift-peing-tchun,
another great village, well fituated, and well
built; and thiee quarters of an hour afterwards
we came to a pleafant hamlet called Tfauy-
tchemt-fchnn. This hamlet is overfhadowed by
pines and large bamboos, and derives a great
appearance of magnitude from a number of ha-
bitations Handing feparate from one another,
and occupying a confiderable extent of ground.
    TFwn cok, a large village, came in fight at half
part ten. Soon after we came to Cou-lok-hou,
built upon the bank of the river, which is lofty
and perpendicular, and lined with veffels loading
and unloading the merchandize that is removed
out of one into another.
    At a quarter paft eleven our eyes were again
gratified by the fight of Ngo-tchou-tau-tchun, a
place well fituated, where a number of trees
and" confiderable buildings compofed a delight-
ful whole •
                                               The
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    The depth of the river now diminifhed every
inftant, fo that our veffels, which hardly draw
more than a foot water,, frequently touched
ground. At one o'clock we came to Tfau-ym-
thong, alfo a place of tolerable magnitude,
whence we difcovered the mountains which are
fituated behind Nam-Mong-fou, and a-breaft of
which we were to pafs.
     At three o'clock wTe were off PakLeng-
tfauy-thong, a pretty large village of decent
 appearance. I flopped foon after we had
 palTed it to' dine and wait for the veffels that
 lagged behind. In the mean' time I took a
 walk on more to a village at a quarter of a
 league's diftancd from the river, over which.
 great bamboos threw a refreihing (hade. The
 houfes (land, detached from each other, and are
 conftru&ed with a good deal of tafte. All the
 inhabitants were gone to work in the fields,
 leaving the village to the care of a few old
 women, and of fuch of the children as had al-
 ready attained the age of reafon.
      T h e Ambaffaclor's veflel did not overtake us
  till eight o'clock. W e then fupped and fet off
 again at half paft nine. The number of fand-
 banks in the river not permitting us to advance
                                                  far
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far during the night, we were obliged to flop,
after having paffed a great village called Sam"
hong-thong.                                     ,
    2d. The day was beginning to dawn when
our tracking rope was ftretched anew. In a few
moments we found ourfelves oppofite the ruins
•of a tower, of which five ftories ftill remained.
After many efforts, occafioned by the fhallow-
nefs of the river and the number of fend banks,
we at laft arrived, at eight o'clock, abreaft of the
 city of Nan-Mong-fou, which is a confiderable
 place, and makes a very handfome appearance.
 The garrifon was drawn up under arms upon the >
 bank of the riyer, and the Ambaffador was fa-
 luted with three,guns, as he had been at all the
 military pofts on the way from Ckao-tcheou-fou.
 Jlis Excellency, upon landing with his retinue,
 was received by the firft Mandarin of the city in
 a large and handfome •edifice, built on purpofe
 for the reception of the grandees of the Chinefe
 empire when tiavelling through the country.
     Every thing having been prepared that was
 neceffary for the continuance of our journey
 over the mountains MoUing-chan, we took leave
 of the Mandarin, who treated us on our de-
 parture with a difh of tea., We then got into
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our palanquins, and fet off at a quarter pall
ten.
    In thefe vehicles we paffed through feveral
ftreets in Nan-hiong-fou. They are not wide, but
the pavement is pretty good. As all the houfes
are {hops, we may naturally conclude that it is a
very commercial city. I remarked in the ftreets
feveral exceedingly ancient triumphal arches built
 offtone,"and called in China Pay-fong.
' • On leaving the city we met with two other
 triumphal arches, between which the" foldiers
were drawn up in two lines, and at each ex-
tremity of fhofe lines the Ambaffador was' again
faluted with three guns. We came afterwards
to a large plain, where molt of us got out of our
palanquins, rather chufing to walk on foot for a
 couple of hours, as the road was excellent, and
the country afforded us a moft delightful prof-
 pe6l. We were, however, only furrounded by
 fields, which, owing to the feafon, were en-
tirely naked.
    We next paffed by Pau-tcfung-un, an extenfive
 place, which might even pafs for a little city,
 and which contains a great number of houfes.
Thence we fucceffively came to two vil-
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lages called Cong-lau-thong and Saa-cheuye-thong,
in our way to Tfong-fam-thong, where we flopped
and dined.
   At half after four we continued our journey, and,
at a great diftance .from our point of departure",,
pa-fled by the city of Moiling-chun, -whence we
proceeded to the foot of the mountain.
   The road by which that mountain is croffed
is entirely paved with hewn Hones, as is alfo
the whole of the highway between the two cities
of Nan-hibng-fou and Nan-ngan-foU, in order to fa-
cilitate the conftaf t conveyance of goods which
is going oil between thern without intermiffion
during the whole year. The road over the
mountain is carried through an interval between
two ridges, and every now arid then forms an
angle, zig-zag cuts having been made on purpofe
to take off from the fleepfiefs of the afcent.
   At half pari five we reached the higheft point
of the gorge of the mountain, where, at a fmall
diftance from the road, is a temple furrounded
by rocks, while other racks ferve it as a founda-
tion. This temple is dedicated to the great
philofopher Kong-fou-tfe or Confucius.           We
made a halt there with the intention of exa-
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mining it; but were only able to take a rapid
glance, becaufe it was too late for us completely
to fatisfy our defire.
   After proceeding a very fonall diftance beyond
this monument, we came fo the gate that marks
the divifion of the provinces of ^uang-tong, and
Kiang-fi, It is built in an interval between thfe
rocks, where there is alfo a military poft, with a
ftrong garrifoni to obferve what is paffing on the
Canton fide.
   Scarcely had we quitted this gate, when we
were moft agreeably furprifed firft by perceivirig
the magnificent fpeftacle of the vaft plain that
begins at the foot of the mountain we were
about to defeend, and then by our pfodigious
'elevation above it. The road in {ome places
inclines no lefs than forty-five degrees, and runs
along the edge of a precipice, defcending per-
pendicularly into an unfathomable abyfs full of
Iharp-pointed rockst
    In order that we miglit pafs along this road
without accident, the officer of the guard mani-*
felled his kind attention by giving the Ambaf-'
fador's palanquin and mine an efcort of foldiers,
 eight of whom went by the fide of each of us, to
                        F 2                    aid
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aid and affift the Coulis in cafe of their {tumbling
in fo difficult a'pafs. The other perfons at-
tached to the Embaffy defcended the mountain
on horfeback, and confequently out-trayelled us
a good deal. Environed by precautions, we ar-
rived both fpeedily and happily at the foot of
 the mountain, where torches were lighted on
 account of the night, which began already to
fleal the furrounding objects from our fight. By
the affiltance of their light we continued our .
journey, palling through-feveral villages or ham-
lets in _ the plain, till at eight o'clock we were
carried outfide of the ramparts, as far as the '
northern fuburbs of Nan-tigan-fou.
    The hotel prepared for us (lands by the fide of
that of the Hou-pou, at a fmall diftance from the
 place, where it is cuftomary to alight. It is a
houfe of tolerable appearance. We reded there
in the beft way we were able, but not without
 feeling the want of our beds. Our baggage was
 fo tardily conveyed by the Coulis, that it was not
 till "nine o'clock of the following morning that
 the whole was got together.
     As every thing fent from the other provinces
 to Quang-tong, and from Quang-tong to the other
 provinces, paffes this way, and is conveyed by
                       4                      means
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means of Coulis, a great number of them are
conftantly upon the road,' tranfporting chefts of
tea, porcelain, raw filk, pieces of nam-kingy
tobacco, oil, and other merchandize, from Nan-
hiong-fou to Nan-ngan-fou, and from Nan-ng-an-fou
to Nan-Mongfou. To preferve thefe commodi-
ties from the accidents they might meet with,
and from the damage the rain might do to
fome of them, very large huts and fheds to fhelter
them have been erected at convenient diftances.
Innumerable inns or public houfes for travellers,
and Coulis are alfo to be met with all along the
road, except in the fteep declivities of the moun-
tains. Every one is fure of finding there a repaft
to his tafte, and the means of 'guarding againft
that want of aliment which the Chinefe are
 perhaps as little able to endure as any other na-
tion whatever.
    3d. At an early hour of the morning of De-
 cember the 3d, I went- to infpe£t the vetTels def-
 tined for our conveyance. I found them very
 clean, and toleraby well fitted up, Cafting my
 eyes from the banks of the river over the whole
 length, of the fuburbs, I judged them to be of
 considerable extent, and was by no means dif-
 pleafed with their appearance. Our boats were
 ©ppofite the flairs of the cuftom-houfe, which
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is an edifice of magnificent appearance, and has
a fpacious fquare in front. of it, paved with
pebbles like thofe of Europe. The ftreets are
paved in the fame manner. The place of refi-
dence, or palace of the fLty-pu, which- appears;
folidly built, and is furrounded with a handfo'me
wall, beingfifeuated,as well as the fquare, upon,
the bank of the river, prefents. a very noblQ,
object to the eye.
    Near- to the cuftom-houfe, and to the norths
ward, is a mountain of considerable elevation,
with a heavy tower, fm ftories high, on its
fununit. The 6>rm of the tower is that of a
truncated cone, the lection being made in. fuch a
way, that w/hen feen from below the tower
 appears to hang over t'o one fide. On the other •
 fide of the river, facing the mountain, is another, •
 the top of which alfo fupports a tower. This is
 alfo of feven ftories, and is of a form more agree-
 able, and niore confonajit with the prevailing
 tafte of CMnefe architecture,
    All our trunks, and baggage being at length.       <
 arrived at Ndn-rigan-fou, they were immediately
 put on board our boats, and as this was not ac-
  complished.till the afternoon, we dined again at
  pur lodgings. Every thing being at laft arranged,
                                                 our
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our third conductor called for us at a quarter
part five, and accompanied his Excellency to his
Samjiane, whither our firft conductor alfo came, to
pay him a vifit.
   We quitted the banks of the river, favoured by
a current which drove us on with great rapidity,
and continued our journey all the night, guided
by the propitious beams of the moon.
    I was foon convinced that it is often mora
difadvantageous to go with the ftream than to
contend againfl: it, becaufe in the former cafc it
js difficult to prevent the Samfmm from driving
upon the rocks, which fometimes occasions a
 great deal of damage, particularly when the
rainy feafon, by fwelling the rivew> renders their
 qourfe both more rapid and more dangerous.
    4th. At a quarter paft feyen in the morning
 we paffed a place fitua,ted on the banks of the
 river, and oi; pleafing appea^ance^ called San-
 t&an-totig. At nine o'clock, or thereabout, we
 were near a large tower of feren ftories erected
 on the fummit of a lofty mountain,
     The land, contiguous to the two banks of the
 river* was planted with fugar-canes and tobacco,
                         F4                 which.
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which grows here with great luxuriancy, though,
it does not abound fo much'as the fugar-cane.
    I obferved at this place feveral mills, which
raife the water of the river above the banks,
whence it runs into refervoirs, to be afterwards
diffufed, by means of canals and aqueducts, over
the fields that require irrigation.
    Th,efe mills are of fimple conftruQion, and
entirely compofed of an affemblage of thin bam-
boos, except the axle-tree of the wheel, which
is of timber. In no part is the fmalleft piece of
iron' or any other metal employed. The whole,
machine, as well as I was able to judge, is from
eighteen to twenty-eight feet diameter. It is
compofed of two wheels, which have a common
axis, and of which the fpokes, inferted obliquely
into the naves, crofs each other at two-thirds of
their length; fo that the two wheels are con-
nected by the fpokes, and by a concentric circle
 or ring applied equally to each in order to keep
 t'hem together. The extremities of the bamboos,
 which form the fpokes, are alfo confined by a
 double rim put on each fide of the ring or band
 by which the two wheels are united. Thefe
 wheels have from forty to forty-eight fpokes.
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    To move the wheel, fome flat bamboos, fo cut
as to referable a board, and from ten to twelve
inches wide, are placed externally at every fourth
fpoke on each fide of the wheel, and between the
two parts of the double rim which confines the
fpokes. It is againft thefe bamboos that the cur-
rent, atls, while at the fame points, that is to fay,
at every fourth fpoke, but upon the band or ring
that unites the two wheels of which the great
wheel is compofed,are tied thick and hollow joints
of bamboo, which fill with water when the mo-
tion of the wheel plunges them into-the ftream.
Thefe joints of bamboo make, with th'e 1'me
defcribed- by the convexity or periphery of the
wheel, an angle, which, as well as the length of
the joint itfelf, is fo calculated, that when the
rotation of the wheel that hasfirfl:raifed them gives
them an inclination downwards, they pour into
the veffel deftined to receive it the water which
they have taken up from the river, and which an
aqueducl afterwards conveys to the place where
it is wanted.
    Such a mill, when, once fet up, works conti-
nually night and day, until fome accident ob-^
 ftrufits its progrefs.
                                                  To
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   Toincreafe the velocity of the ftream reparations
are made in the river in the fhape of a weel, or
feownet (najes) fo difpofed that they form a channel
or water-courfe in the direction of the wheel. By
means of this channel, the water when it ap-
proaches the wheel is a foot and even more
above the level of the river, the confequence of
which is a fall that increafes the momentum of
the fluid upon the flat bamboos, or ladle-boards
of the wheel, to which they give greater rapidity
of motion. But for this caufe of acceleration
the wheel would bring the joints full of water
but flowly upwards, efpecially as they have no*
thing to counterbalance their weight on the
other fide,
    By this contrivance the mill anfwers the in*
tended purpofe as completely as the moft com*,
 plicated European machine could do 5 and I will
 artfwer for it that in China it does not occafion
 an expence of ten dollars. It feems to me that
 the mere putting together of the pieces of which
 it is compofed, is a new proof of the induftry
 & < intelligence of the Chinefe.
   o4
    Their chain-pumps are alfo a teftimony of It.
 They ufe them in order to raife great quantities,
 of water to the height of ten or twelve feet. A
                                               finglQ
        EMBASSY TO CHINA ITS 1 7 9 4 — $ .      *?j*
Jingle man works this machine, and even carries
it„ wherever it is wanted, as I have had occafion
to remark feveral times in the province of Quang-
fong, near Tampon. I have introduced the ufe
of them into the United States of America, where
they are of great utility in rivers, in confequence
 of the little labour they require.
    At three quarters after nine we paffed a
 hamlet called O-kien-ikang, and at a quarter paft
 eleven, Min-lu-ihong, a considerable place, litu~
 ated on the bank of the river. Here alfo we-
 faw a number of fugar-mills, the whole country
 in a manner being planted with the reed that-
 produces that iubftance, A fmgle object diver*
 Jified the profpe£t, and that was an orchard;
 but it had already affirmed the garb of winter.
     It was- half paft twelve when we arrived
  between the two parts of a very large village,
 called Cau-tchay-thong,fttuatedon both banks of
  the riyer. We afterwards paffed by feveral
  hamlets, and at two o'clock came a-breaft of the
  city of Nan-hang-chen, where I flopped to wait
  for the reft of the flotilla, of whjch my Sampans
  had taken the lead,.
                                            | availed
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    I availed myfelf of this opportunity to go and
fee a handfome temple dedicated to the philo-
fopher Kong'fau-tfe (Confucius), which was o p -
polite the point where we flopped, and at a filial!
diftance, from, the city.. This temple is fpaciouS,
ami kept in very good order. 1 he hall or prin-
cipal apartment where the Chap of the philo-
fopher is expofed to view (for there is no image
t& rfep^refent him) is furmounted by a noble octa-
gonal, dome, fueh as I had never before remarked
in any other pagoda, The cupola of the, dome
h covered, with gilding and paintings j. and the
«8vifior>s of the border which correfpond with
the eight walk or fides of the octagon, bear the
following, infoription*, acknowledged .to be the
mofi ,ancient of any of which the memory is pre-
ferved in China.
    Thefe characters are written in gold upon a
 red vaarnifhed ground.
      Wh j the pkce of thefe charaftess i&filledup with blanks
in the French original does not appear.                   T.
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   In another apartment, adjoining to the former,
I- counted lixty two tablets, or fmall pieces of
board, placed upon little pedeftals, and infcribed
with letters of gold. I was told that thefe were
the names of the moft celebrated difciples of
Confucius.
   The pagoda was foon filled with Chinefe, a t -
tracted by the defire of feeing an European.
This furprifing concourfe of people hindered me
both from examining the pagoda as much as I
could have wifhed, and from going to the city as
I fliould have defired. I mould have been glad to
take a walk there, becattfe it appeared a place
of confiderable magnitude, and becaufe, as far
as I could judge from the roofs that over-topped
the wall, it muft have contained a great number
of elegant buildings.
   At fix o'clock I was overtaken by the reft of
the Embaffy. As foon as all our veffels were
come up we dined, and at feven proceeded oa
our journey.
    The vefTels of our principal conductor having
been driven upon the rocks the preceding night,
I paid him a fhort vifit to enquire after his health.
I found that, luckily, none of his baggage had
                                                even
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even been wet; and left him, after congratulat-
ing him on his efcape, and expreffing toy wifti
that the remainder of his journey might prove:
mote fortunate.
   I have only to add, concerning Nan-hang-cheit^
that there is another place on .the other fide of
the river, oppofite the fpot it occupies; as alfo
a tower which Hands upon a mountain^ and of
which five ftories ftill exifts. Above Nan-hang-
chen itfelf, I perceived another tower, of which-
the top was likewife gone j and which, as well
as the other, ftands upon a mountain.
   This evening, at three quarters paft feven, weS
paffed by a handfomc Pagoda erected at the
point of an angle which the river makes at this
part. It is called Tchip-coun'tkaug. With this
point, the tower I had already remarked above:
 the city exa£tly correfponds. It is feven ftories
high without a fpire. Soon after the country
ceafed to be mountainous, and we paffed along
 a plain where we feldom met with a hill, the!
few that we did being at great diftances from
one another.
   5th. This morning, at half paft fix, we paffed
fey the mouth of a river coming from the weft-
                                            ward.
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ward. Very near its embouchure are two villages
facing each other: one called Tkaan-hau-thong;
the other, Sdm-con-kan-tJwng. At afmall diftance
farther on is Kian-ngnu-thng, a hamlet. During
the whole morning, every moment prefented to
our view a hamlet, a village, a fugar-mill, a brick-
kiln, or fome analagous eftabliflimcnt, which
were fo many proofs of the country being at once
populous, and well cultivated. At eleven o'clock,
a tower, feven ftories high without a top, ftood
in a lateral direction in regard to us* and at half
paft eleven Yen-cok-tchun, a very large place
lituated on the banks of the river, 'attracted our
attention. The crowds continually paffing back-
ward and forward befpoke a bufy place, and the
veffels, ranged in great numbers along the banks
of the river, gave an idea of great commercial,
 activity.
   At one o'clock we came to the city of Kati-
tckem-fou, where we made a paufe. Spectators
came crowding by thoufands to fatisfy their cu-
fiofity, and to get a fight of the Europeans. Any
one would have fuppofed that they meant to at-
tack our veffels. As this concourfe of people*
became troublefome, and as we found nothing,
there that compenfated for our difagreeable fitu-
ation, we left the place at three o'clock, with a
                                      determination
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 determination of not dining till we had. got a
 little further on our road.
      The city of '-Kan-Uheou-fou is of confiderable
 magnitude, and is furrounded with, walk in good
 repair. The fuburbs alfo make a refpe&able ap-
 pearance. If a judgment could be- formed by
 the number of veffels ranged along the quays, it
 muft be the feat of confiderable commerce. On
 the other bank of the river, oppofite the town,
 is a place of moderate extent, with a great num-
 ber of very well-built houfes.
      In the city of Kan-tcheou-f6u, we obferved a
 tower of which eight {lories may be counted;
 and perceived another of nine upon a hill by
 the river's fide, about half an hour's walk to
 the left of the city. The top of the latter is en-
 tirely covered with fhrubs, which is common
 enough with thofe that are overgrown from top
 to bottom with mofs and brufh-wood. This,
 however, has none but upon its upper furface.
 It f is hexagonal.
      W e were a-breaft of the great village of Tchu-
* tam-thtmg at five o'clock. It contains a Pagoda
 dedicated to Saint Tay-kouong, protgftorof the
  dangerous pafe of Thin-tjou-thaan. T h e Manda-
                                                 rins,
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 rins and all the Chinefe of our party went thi-
 ther to fupplicate the Saint to be propitious to
 our journey, as we expefited to be in the midft
 of that formidable paffage on the following day.
    After having dined at Tay-houotig our firft
 condu&or intimated to us, that on account of the
 dangers to be apprehended from the rocks among
 which we were to navigate, we ftiould not pro-
 ceed, during, the prefent night, beyond a point
 at a very little diftance, where we were to wait
 for day-light. We were accordingly only half
 an hour in reaching the appointed place, and
 found there all the Mandarins who had fet off
 before us.
    We perceived in the evening that we were
approximating the high mountains.
    6th. At the break of day, the Mandarin gave
the fignal of departure, and all our veffels imme-
diately got under way. At feven o'clock we were
at the entrance of the dreadful paffage of Tkin-
tfou-thaan, which really deferves the epithet in
the winter • feafon, fince the whole- bed of the
river is full of lharp rocks, the points of which
are from two feet and a half to three feet above
the furface, leaving a fingle narrow channel be-
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tween them. The nature of the river remains
the fame throughout the whole paffage, which
it requires two houfs to clear when going with
the ftream. Thanks to the favourable weather,
to the moderate height of the water, and to the
light of day, we did not run the fma'lleft rifle;
but when the river is fwelled by the rains, which
raife it three or four feet higher, it acquires a ra-
pidity that renders the boats unmanageable, and
 the paffage extremely perilous. This is but too
 well proved by the number of veffels that are loft
 there every year.
    As foon as. we had cleared It, we bad on ei-
 ther hand high mountains covered with trees,
 and fcattered over with hamlets, and a great
  many country rroufes. Sorne, of thefe mountains
 were clad, to their very fummits, with the little
  mrub producing oil, of which I have already
  fpokerr, and which, bt'ir\g it this feafon of the
  year entirely covered with bjoflbms, prefented a
  very agreeable objefit'to the eye.
     At nine o'clock we had reached Tay-hcuong,
  a large place feated a,t the confluence of a branch
  of the river that runs to the eaftward; and half
  an hour afterwards Tmg*$ng, a large place, and
  well fituated, bec^ufe it if at the point of the
                            i                    ifland
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 ifland of Tong-fiing-tcheou. That ifland is of con-
 liderable extent, and owes its exjftence to a
 branch that detaches itfelf from the river, as if
 on purpofe to form it, and afterwards falls into
 the river again. The entrance of this branch is
 guarded by rocks, which deny accefs to all forts
 of veffels.
     At ten o'clock we^paffed a great hamlet to the
 eaftward of the rjver called Yau-tfau-tham, and
 half an hour afterwards the military poft Liwg-
fou, and the village of the fame name, which is
 alfo a large place, but fituated upon the weftern
 bank.
     Although the river is eafily navigable in this
 part, it is neverthelefs encumbered here and
 there with rocks, which rife a little above the
 furface of the water; but at a quarter paft eleven
 we came to a place entirely full of large ftones.
 To the weftward was Tfott-tfan-nin4 a pretty place
 of coniidewable fize, and full of large trees % and
 oppofite to it, on the eaibern fide, was Tjiak*
 tfau-thm, a place of fome magnitude alfo. For
 more than half an hour, th® river was never free
 from rocks.
                         O 1                     At
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     At a quarter paft twelve we came to Houang-
  hong-tchen, where we remarked a. number of
  haridfome houfes oveffhadowed by fine trees, as
  we did .alfo in the village looking towards it from
  the eaftward.
     In general, all this part of the Chinefe Empire
  is very populous, the whole country being co-
  vered with habitation's.
     B-m-fok-Hhong w&s' clofe to us at two o^cIock.'
  It is a large pla'tfe' upon the eaftern fide of the
 xiver. ' A lluice divide's it into tw6 parts, and a
 bridge, laid over three piers, affords a paffage
  from one fide of the fluicc to the other. It is the
 northern part' that contains the beft edifices.
 The river began'J!a|^ain to' exhibit rocks and
  fhoals.          •!•:•..
  • At three quarters pafl two we came to a pa-
  goda, which is the fecdnd dedicated to Saint Tfly-
  houong, whom I have already mentioned as the <
  gua'rdian of the difficult paffage in the river. The
  pilots ©four SampMes did not fail- to do homage
  to him by ftrikin'g' trpon the gongom. They alfo
  burned paper in honour of him, and addrefled to
 him their thankfgivings for the protection he had
  afforded us in fo dangerous a pafs.
                                                  After
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   After having paffed feveral villages and ham-
lets which fkirt the river on both fides, and of
which I was not able to learn the names, we
arrived at fix o'clock at the city of Fan-ngan-chen,
where we remained till three quarters paft feven,
taking in provifionsvfor the following day. This
city appears by its ramparts, which were all we
could fee of it, to be of considerable fize. Every-
thing was prepared to give us.a welcome; and
the Ambaflador was received with a falute of
three guns. After dinner we proceeded on our
journey.
   I now obferved that the mountains had aban-
doned us, and that the eye could reach, without
obftacle, on either, fide to a very diftant horizon.
We this day travelled a hundred and thirty //,
(thirteen leagues).
   7th. During the preceding night, the weather
was rainy with a foutherly wind, which pre-
vented us from making any obfervations,
   This morning we were ftill furrounded by a
plain. At half paft eight we came to Tay-ho-chen,
a city fituated in the plain to the weftward, at a
few It's diftance from the bank of the river.
                         G3                   From
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   Frdm the point of fight whence we perceived
it, its appearance was very agreeable $ and we
were able to diftinguifh feveral edifices, among
which was a tower fix ftories high. The com- :
puted diftance from Van-ngan-ckm to Tay-he-chm
is nine leagues (ninety It). An hour and a half
clapfed while w© were waiting for provifions,
and for the Mandarins, our conductors, after
which we continued our journey. At half paft
ten we paffed a handfome oftogonal tower of
<jight ftories, in very good prefervation, and fitU'
ated on the weftern bank upon the top of a high
hill, where it occupies a considerable fpace.
Beyond this tower is the village of Ki-thau-tong.
At eleven o'clock we came to Un-hu-thongy ano-
ther village upon the weftern bank,, interfperfed
with trees, and of fome extent.
   At half paft twelve we paffed a hamlet called
 Thim-tchiti*paa, Shortly after the weftern bank
of the river became mountainous and rocky,
and continued fo till we were a little beyond
Faa-chac-tkong, which we reached at three o'clock.
The country then refumed a level furfacc.
   At half paft four we arrived a-breaft of Tchon-
ea-toUi built to the eaftward along the bank of the
river, and fituated at the beginning and foot of a
                                          mountain.
         EMBASSY TO CHINA IN I7O4—£.             87
mountain, A great number of houfes compofe
this place, and indicate its importance, as-doalfo
a multitude of boats. On the other bank is a
place of the fame name, embellimed with hand-
fome ftone houfes, and not appearing to yield in
extent to the former. The river, which for about
two hours had run in a right line to the north-eaft,
then took a north-wefrerly direction, and kept it
at leaft an hour.
    At five o'clock we came to a fmall, but neat
 hamlet. It was fituated to the eaftward of us,
 furrounded with trees, and built of ftone. Half
 an hour after Yeng-lau-Jan, a large and fhady
 place, attracted our attention. The plains, in-
 terfperfed with trees, began again to appear.
 This evening the city of Ki-ngan-fm was our afy-
 lum; we fupped there; a falute was fired in
 honour of the Ambaflador; and a great move-
 ment among the people, and a general illumina-
 tion, fignalized our prefence. Notwithstanding
 this, we could difcern nothing of the city, except
  the great length it occupies upon the bank of the
 river, and fome hundreds of boats ranged along
  that fpace. We took provifions on board, and
  fet off again at ten o'clock.
                          G4               Between
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    Between yefterday evening and this we went
a hundred and eighty // (eighteen leagues); for
that is the computed diftance between Tay-fo-
chen and Ki-ngan-fou.
    We navigated during the whole night, palling
about twelve o'clock by the city of Ki+chauye-cken,
without perceiving any thing of it.
    8th. This.morning, at eight o'clock, we came
to the village of Tong-con-houang, thickly planted
with trees, and fituated at ninety // (nine leagues)
from Ki-ngan-fou ; an intervla'l during which the
darknefs of the night prevented us from feeing a
number of places. The river was become wider;
and was fkirted on either hand with plains till
eight o'clock, when the mountains again ap-
proached us. At nine o'clock La-ou-cat-chang
prefented itfelf, as did, half an hour after, the
village of Tchu-pan-thong divided into four quar-
ters, all-in the plain. It was to the eaftward of
us, embellifhed with handfome houfes, and over-
fhadowed with trees. A quarter of a league
further on our way, the weftern bank offered to
our eyes Tchu-ki-tchun, in a line with which, and
alfo on the weftern fide, is an hexagonal tower,
•whofe nine ftories gain an additional elevation
 from the height of the hill it ftands upon. Its top
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no longer exifts, and it feeras to have been ftruck.
by thunder, fince it is not eafy to attribute to any,
other caufe a number of holes in the ftones, which
in two places defcend in a right line from top to
bottom. Here on both fides of the river fteep
mountains fhow themfelves entirely bare of
trees.
    At three quarters paft ten, we were a-breaft
of the city of Kia-kiang-chen, where we were all
to wait and take in provilions. Our Mandarins,
having alfo fome bufinefs to tranfa&at that place,
detained us there till it was paft three o'clock.
    This city is fmall, but the rampart, or wall
that forrounds it, is of considerable extent. It
even paffes over the fummit of two high hills, at
 the foot of which the houfes are built.
    Beyond Kia-kiang-chen, the country is again
 flat to a great diftance from the river; and around
 the city are a number of country-houfes, en-
 circled and {haded by beautiful trees. This land-
 fcape is repeated on the eaftern fide of the river.
    At five o'clock we paffed Ouan-ho-ouang to the
 weftward of the river, an extenfive and well
 built place. If the fields referable the banks of
                                                  the
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the river, the whole of this country rnuft be ex-
ceedingly fertile in wheat and other grain, the
foil being of a rich and marley nature. The
Jioufes we faw there gave us a very favourable
Idea of the profperity of the inhabitants.
    At nine in the evening, we came near the city
 of Sin-ta-chen to the eaftward of the river; but as
 there was no landing on that fide on account of
the fhallownefs of the water, tents, and tri-
umphal arches were erecfed on the weftern bank,
 and every thing prepared for our reception. The
 fame motive had conducted thither all the Man-
 darins of the city, who came to pay us their
 compliments. We took on board provifions at
  this place, and after about an hour's ftay fet o{F
 again, continuing our journey during the whole
 of the night, without feeing a mountain. We
 were going almoft in a right line to the north-
 eaft, with a confiderable increafe in the width of
 the river.
     9th. This morning, at five o'clock, we ar-
  rived a-breaft of Tchong-ek, and ftaid there about
  an hour. Although Tchong-ek is not confidered
  as a city, it has all the appearance of one, occu-
  pying eight hundred toifes along the bank of the
  river. On the fide next the water, which is
                                            crowded
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Crowded with veflfels, is a wall of ftone,' run up
to a great height, and kept in excellent repair.
We perceived there feveral temples alfo, and
other edifices of tolerable appearance. Tchong-ek,
on the eaftern bank of the river, is fixty li diftant
from the city of Sin-tu-chen,. (fix leagues).
   At eight o'clock we reached Yong-tfi-tfau fitu-
ated exactly at the point made by the two
branches of the river; its elegant houfes, and
fine trees, give it a pleafing • appearance. As
the eye cannot difcover any thing like a hill, it
 appears as if the whole country had been pur-
pofely levelled. The landfcape feemed alfo to
fay that the country is rich and fertile, fince all
the fields were fown with different kinds of grain;
while on every fide were feen hamlets and vil-
JageS, interfperfed with trees, the houfes being
 For the mod part of ftone, and their appearance
 fuch as to attra£t the attention of the traveller.
    I can venture to fay, that in all the fpace my
 eyes could reach in every direftion, there was
 not a fingle unpleafant point of view., On either
 bank of the river I could count a dozen hamlets,
 or villages, prefenting themfelves at the fame
 moment to the eye. Externally every thing wore
 the appearance of profperity and happinefs.
                                                   At
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      At nine o'clock we were a-breaft of a village
 called Tfan-tfen-cai-thong, and three quarters of zix
 hour afterwards that of F'ong-quan-Jan, both eaft
 of the river. The latter is extenfive, and planted
 with trees. At eleven o'clock we reached the
 city of Tong-chhg-chen,fituatedalfo to the east-
 ward, but not equal in appearance to Tchong-ek,
 which we had feen in the morning. Like that
 place, Tong-cUng-chen has a wall of hewn ftone
 along-fide of the river; but feveral portions of it
no longer exift. From the water-fide, nothing
is to be feen but houfes ftanding out of the city,
 and having little to recommend them to the eye.
We remained there till half part twelve, when
we fet off again, reckoning that we had frill a
hundred and twenty // (twelve leagues) to travel
before we could reach Bun-tchang-fou, the capital
of the province of Kiang-Ji. . Thence we were td
proceed to Pe-king by land in eight and twenty
days, according to the calculation of our firft
Mandarin, the remaining diftance being ftill three
hundred and twenty leagues (three thoufand two
hundred //).
     A!t half part one we paffed clofe by Long-than*
ehan, a convent built upon a rock, both fides of
which are waflied by the river, becaufe it ftands
in the middle of the ftream. The temple belong-
                                                ing
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 ing to the convent 'k^dedicat'ed to Saint Samquum,
 It ftands entirely erribofomed. in.fofty trees. To
 the eaftward, and oppofite the convent, is a large
 village, where-there are alfo a -great number of
 trees. On the eaftem fide alfo is Tay-cong-kau-
fong, where we arrived at three'o'clock.' Several
 hamlets fucceeded, and laft of all the village of
  Tcku-tfa-than, a tolerably large place.
    10th. At two in the morning we reached
  Tfa-tjin-fe, ftanding on the weftern bank op-
 pofite Nan-tchang-fou. Here our journey by-
 water terminated; and here all our trunks and
 baggage were debarked, in order to their
 being conveyed over land. When the day
 broke we faw the city ftanding on the other
 bank. It had the appearance of a very ex-
 tenfive place, and feemed to contaiii a great
 number of houfes, befides temples and other im*
 portant edifices. In the midft of the river-is d
 bank or ifland of fand of considerable magni-
 tude, but entirely uncultivated.
    At eight o'clock all the perfons of the Embaffy
  quitted their Samfianes, and went on fhore. We
 were then carried to the hotel of a great Man-
 darin, which had been prepared for our recep-
 tion, and where all our baggage had been depo-
       4                           -            fited.
  94          V«fTTAG2 OF THE     fttfTCH
 fitad, that it might be properly arranged for the
  Cowlis to carry it. We dined, and at two o'clock
 the Ambaflador and I feated ourfelves in' our pa-
 knquins, in order to begin our journey over-land;,
 which the other gentlemen rather chofe to per-
 form on horfebaek.
    Upon leaving the city, we met fucceffively
 with two triumphal arches which were lined
 with two hundred foldiers under arms. We
 paffed between them, and at each arch three
 guns were fired as a falute to the Ambaffador.
    We proceeded on our journey, palling now
 through confiderable places, now through ham*-
lets, fome of which were pretty enough, and
 meeting at times with uneven ground, broken,
 by fmall hillocks, but in every part the country
 confided of arable land. In the evening we.ar-
 rived at Lohfaa-tftW;, where we paffed the njght.
It is a place of confiderable extent, appears po-
pulous, and afforded us a very comfortable,
lodging.
    n t h . At four in the morning we proceeded
on our journey 5 and at half paft ten, after twice
croflGng the river, we came to the city .of l&enr
tchang-chm where we dined. At two. o'clock
                                               we
        EMBASSY TO CHIKTA IN 1 7 9 4 — 5 .         ^
we fet off again, in order to reach Ta-ngan-chent
where we arrived at nine in the evening, and
where we paffed the night.
   In the conveyance of our baggage we mef with
a great many difficulties, of which the Ceulis were
the principal caufe. It feemed as if the Manda-
rins had but little authority over them.
   Our road this day led us again through feveral
handfome villages and hamlets, and over very
fertile arable land, of which a great part was
fown with corn, turnips, and horfe beans. All
thefe plants were growing in ftraight lines, and
in an order that might vie with that of our kitchea
gardens. It appears that the Chinefe never fcat-
ter the feed with the hand, but fow always in
furrows, and with a dibble. This fymmetrical re-
 gularity gave a charming appearance to the fields
 which were already in a ftate of vegetation.
    Upon the hills there are a great many hollies,
 «opfes, and woods of beach and oak,
    I obferved alfo that the hogs in this part of the
 country differed entirely from thofe of Quang-Hmg,
 being quite black, and apparently of a wild
 breed. Their belly does not hang dawrij their
                                               fnout
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fnout is fliort and turned up ; and their ears are
 long and pendant. Their hair is alfo both thicker
 and ftiffer.
    It is equally eafy to fee that there is a difference
 in the men, particularly in the colour of the {kin.
 In general they are here of a much ruddier com-
 plexion than the inhabitants of the fouth of China j
 a circumftancethatis ftill more perceptible among
 the women, whofe cheeks are as red as thofe of
 European females, in the full bloom of youth and
 health.
    Among the carriages employed in this coun-
try is a wheel-barrow, fmgularly conftrucled^
and employed alike for the conveyance of perfons
and goods. According as it is more or lefs hea-
vily loaded, it is dire6ted by one or two perfons,
the one dragging it after him, while the other
puihes it forward by the fhafts. The wheel,
which is very large in proportion to the barrow,
is placed in the centre of the part on which the
load is laid, fo that the whole weight bears
upon the axle, and the barrow men fupport no
part of it, but krve merely to move it forward,
and to keep it in equilibrium. The wheel is as
it were cafed up in a frame made of laths, and
covered over with a thin plank, four orfiveinches
                                                  wide.
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wide. On each fide of the barrow is a proje£tion,
on which the goods are put, or which ferves as
a feat for the paffengers. A chinefe traveller fits
on one fide, and thus ferves to counterbalance
his baggage, which is placed on the other. If
his baggage be heavier than himfelf, it is ba-
lanced equally on the two fides, and he feats
himfelf on the board over the wheel, the barrow
being purpofely contrived to fuit fuch occalions.
    The fight of this wheel-barrow thus loaded,
 was entirely new to me. I could not help re-
 marking its Angularity, at the fame time that I
 admired the Simplicity of the invention. I even
think, that in many cafes fuch a barrow would
 be found much fuperior to ours.
    In addition to this, I mould fay that the wheel
 is at leaft three feet in diameter, that its fpokes
 are fhort and numerous, and confequently, that
 the felloes are very deep; and that its convexity
 on the outer fide, inftead of being nearly fiat, like
 common wheels, is of a fharp form. This nar«
 rownefs of the outer edge of the wheel appeared
 to me at firft fight very unfuitable. It feemed
 that if broader it would have been better
  adapted to. a clayey foil; but I recollected that
  at Java, the carts drawn by buffaloes have alfo
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wheels with narrow felloes, on purpofe that in
the rainy feafon they may cut through ftrong
 grounds, in which broad wheels would ftick faft ;
 as experience taught the learned M. Hooyman,
 who attempted to employ broad wheeled carts in
the environs in Batavia, but found himfelf obliged
to follow the cuftom of the country. I am there-
fore convinced that the Chinefe wheel is the beft
fuited to a clayey foil.
    12th. The Ambafladof had this morning 9,
little difpute with the Mandarin who commands
our efcort, concerning the diforder apparent in
every thing fince yefterday; our fupper not being
ready at midnight, and no care having been taken
to fend our cooks on before us. The Coulis had
even fet them down in the middle of the road, and
jefufed to carry them any farther. Beds, trunks,
every thing had arrived late and partially; and
our lodgings were bad, and deftitute of every kind
of convenience.
   The Mandarin expreffed his concern for all our
fufferings, and allured us that not one of them
was imputable to his negligence, but entirely
to a want of fubordination among the Coulis; that
he would redouble his efforts to remedy them j
 but that for feveral days to come it would be im-
          4                                poffible
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poffible for him to procure us more convenient
lodgings, becaufe the province did not afford
better. He added, that fuperior accommodations
would be found in Kiang-nan, and nearer to Pe*
king', and that he hoped his Excellency would
exercife his patience for a few days longer. He'
then entreated us to proceed immediately upoa
our journey.
    After a light breakfaft, we fet off at half paft
 nine, in the midft of rain and a very high wind.
 At one o'clock we came to a very large and
handfome Pagoda, dedicated to the Goddefs
 Conn-yam, (who is the Virgin Mary of the Chi-
 nefe). We there took a cold dinner, and left it
 at four o'clock, in order to take up our abode
 for the night at the city of Kieou-kiatig-fou. The
 rain and the wind having increafed during the
 evening, our torches went out at every ftep.
 The road, in the part where it was carried over
 heights, or paffed between the gorges of moun-
 tains, was very flippery j and our bearers, after
 having got through it, were numbed with cold,
 wet, and worn out with fatigue. The confe-
 r e n c e was, that at the firft habitation they came
 to they put down my palanquin under a ihed
 by the road fide, in order to go to the houfe in
 fearch of fire to warm themfelves, and dry their
                           H a                  clothes.
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  clothes. ' Thus abandoned, I laid myfelf down
,to fleep in my vehicle, experiencing at that mo-
  ment how fortunate it was that our merchant
  Potiqua had taken care to procure fuch conveni-
  ent carriages for the Ambaffador and me. The
  reft of the night paffed away while I was enjoy-
  ing a comfortable fleep.
     In the morning we faw two litters, carried by
  mules, pafs by us. They were larger than our
  covered palanquins, and confequenlly we fhould
  have found them more commodious on our jour-
  ney; but it was impoffible to procure fimilar con-
 veyances. Thefe carriages belong to rich per-
 fons, who have them made whenever they arc
  about to undertake a long journey.
     13th. At the break of day my bearers came to
  take me up again. The road, as well as on the
  preceding day, paffed over plains, interfperfed
 with hamlets and infulated habitations. At eight
  o'clock l arrived at the lodgings prepared for us
 in the city of Kieou-kiang-fou, where his Excel-
 lency had been fince two o'clock in the morning.
 The Mandarin who was at the head of the go-'
 .vernment, and who wore the dark blue button,
 came 'to pay his refpe6ts to me, as he had done
 to the Ambaffador in the middle of the night.
                                                 He
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He was old, exceedingly polite, and eager to
comply with all our' defires. Our lodging was
very convenient and fpacious.
   I went to take a- walk in,-the town, which
might with more propriety be called a village ;
iince inftead of the common way' of laying out
the ground in cities, many of the houfes.are fur-
rounded with large kitchen gardens.. Whole
fields, and cultivated pieces of land feparate
the houfes"; between which there are" fuch im-
menfe intervals, that I do not believe more than
a tenth part of the fpace within the walls is built
upon.
   I went to fee the principal pagoda, where our
firft conductor was lodged, which gave me an
opportunity of paying him a vifit. This temple
is very large, and kept in excellent repair. By
the fide of it is a convent inhabited by a number
of Bonzes. Near the pagoda is a handfome hex*
agonal tower of feven ftories. It differed from
moft of thofe I had feen, becaufe between every
ftory it is encircled with a double balcony. It is
indeed the fecond of the kind that I have yet met
with. The other was at Kien-tchang-chen, through
which we paffed the day before yefterday.
                         H3                     It
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   It would be impoffible to give an idea of the in-
credible multitude of people who came crowding
to fee me: it was fo great that but for the Chinefe
foldiers who attended me, and opened me a way
through the crowd, I mould never have been able
to get on. The women completely filled all the
doors and windows. In general their perfona
were pleafing: I even remarked fome who were
beautiful,
    It was the intention of the Ambaffador to take
another night's repofe; but at three o'clock this
afternoon, the Mandarin came to propofe to ua
to fleep at a place forty li off. The reafon was
that we had to pafs at Kieou-kiang-fou, a very large
branch of the Kiang, which we might now do
with a favourable breeze $ whereas, if we ftaid
till the following day, a change of wind might
render the palfage of it impoffible, and thereby
not only occafion a delay in our journey, but
might even injure the fuxcefs of our Embaffy,
    The tone of entreaty and perfuafion ufed by
the Mandarin had its effect upon his Excellency,
and at four o'clock we quitted our comfortable
 lodgings in order to proceed, on our journey,
 We repaired to the bank of the river, which is
 y,ery wide? of which the coup d'ceil is very agree-
                                               able,
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able, and which is navigable for fmall junks.
Finding there feveral large and commodious
veffels ready to convey us with our retinue and,
baggage, we went on board then, and, hoifting
our fails, reached the oppofite bank in about half
an hour.
    I mould add here,- that upon a hill near the
place where we embarked there Hands a pa-,
goda, by the fide of which is an hexagonal tower
 of fix ftories high, in very good prefervation.
 The fhadow of fome tall trees fell upon the
 temple, which, together with the tower, com-
pofed a very agreeable view.
    When we came to the other fide, we feated,
 ourfelves again in our palanquins, and came to ^
 moderately large place, where we were con-
 ducted to a public edifice. The commandant,
 whom we had feen on the-other fide of the river,
 came and fhewed us the fame civilities again,
 becaufe we were ftill within his diftricl:. He
 invited us to partake of a collation which he had
 prepared} but we begged to be excufed, ex-
 preffing to him our defire to arrive at the place
  where we were to fleep in time for fupper.
  leaving fumiflied ourfelves with torches we fet
  ©ffatfix o'clock j but fearceJy bad we advanced
                        H4                      an
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an hundred yards before the Coulis fet us down irj,
the ftreets, refilling to carry us any farther unlefsi
they were better paid. Two hours were fpent
in difputes, which ended in an acquiefcence in
their demand. In the mean time the weather
was become exceedingly bad, with wind and
rain. We went on notwithftanding. I feated
myfelf in my chair in a convenient pofture for
fleep, and did not arrive till two o'clock in the
morning at Liang-hang, where we put up at the
moft miferable lodgings we had hitherto met;
with. It furnifhed neither the means of fatis-
fying thirft or hunger, nor was there any place
where we could decently lie down.
    I was fo indignant at it, that after having
waited in vain half an hour for the arrival of the
Ambaffador, I went to fleep in my palanquin. I
was exceedingly vexed at his Excellency having
 fufFered himfelf to be over-perfuaded by the old,
 Mandarin, and at our being deprived of our ex-
 cellent lodgings, and even indeed of our fupper^
 for'all'our train was entirely difperfed.
     14th. This morning, at fix o'cl®ck, I ordered
 my Coulis to be called, and hearing that the Am-
 bafTador was not arrived, fet off from this mife-
 rable inn without getting out of my chair. The.
                                             weather.
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weather, though ftill rainy, granted me now and
then a fhort interval of fair weather. I was tra-
velling over very fertile arable land. At half pall
one in the afternoon I reached the city of Houang-
mei chen, in the province of Hott-quang, where the
accommodations, although fomething better thau
thofe'of the preceding day, were hardly fuperior
to what may be procured in an inconliderable
Dutch village.
    The Ambaffador arrived an hour after, and
 flept in his palanquin or chair, as I had done the
 night before. Our other gentlemen came in
 fucceffion3 as Well as part of the baggage, but
 his Excellency's guard did not yet appear. We
fupped, and every one laid down to court the
 embraces of ileep, rendered both Tweet and ne-
 ceffary by fatigue. .
    The city appeared of confiderable magnitude,
 and very commercial. It is alfo very popular,
 to judge at leaf! by the great concourfe of people
 we met with in eroding the ftreets. In this city-
 there is a pyramidal tower of eight fides.
     15th. Our trunks and baggage arrived piece-
 meal in the courfe of the morning, ajid at noon
 the guards of the Embafly made their appear-
                                              ance.
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ance. We were in hopes of paffing another
Bight at Hmtang-mey-chen, in order to recover en-
tirely from our fatigue, and to fee every thing
belonging to us collected together; but our firft
conductor came again to requeft the Ambaffador
to proceed forty li in the afternoon, and not to
flop till we mould have gone the whole diftance.
We determined to do fo, upon condition, how*
ever, that the Mandarins fhould take more effi-
cacious means to convey our trunks and beds to
§ur lodgings as foon m ourfeb/es.
    W e fet off accordingly at three o'clock. Wo
.foft travelled over a flat country, through
ploughed fields, croffing feveral branches of
rivers on our way. Our road paffed afterwards
By the foot of a mountain, and at length, at lis;
o'clock, we reached(the appointed place: it was
the village of Ting-ching-chan, Our accommoda-
tions were worfe, there than at the place we had
quitted; but as it was in vain to think of get-
ting better, we had nothing to do but to content
ourfelves where we were, This place, which is
not confiderable, is a dependency of the city of
 Mwang-mey-chen,.
    So far our journey over land was not eafily
performed, arid cannot be better compared.
                                              than
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than with a forced march made by light troops.
Jt was fortunate indeed that the rain ceafed, for
it had already rendered the roads almoft im-
paffable, ' After a tolerable fupper, at which
 we had the company of our firft condu&or, who
came to fix the next day's route with the Aai-
 baffador, we went to bed at half pafl: nine, that
 we might be ready to fet off at an early hour-
     We were accordingly in motion at four o'clock,
 and, after having proceeded a league, entered
 the province of Kiang-nam, of which Con-4inq-
fov, *, better known by the name of Nam-king, h
  the capital. We croffed feveral branches of
  rivers, moftly by means of ftone bridges, having
  eight, feven, five, or a fmaller number of piers.
  The bridges here are not all conftrucled with
  arches j there are fome having from one pier to
  another nothing but flat hewn ftones, ten or
  twelve feet long; the piers are alfo of hewn ftone,
   and are of a lharp form in the part they prefent
   to the ftream, in order that the water, in its rapid
   courfe, may meet with the leaft poffible refin-
   ance, and confequently do no damage to the
     * This is the real name of the city which the Europeans are
  in the habit of calling Nam-king, the latter word fignifying only
   the Court of the South, becaufe Con-ding-fou,fituatedin thefouth
   «! China, WJM the Imperial place of refidence,
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  bridge; a precaution which fhews the fkill and
  penetration of the Chinefe architects.
     Over two rivers we found bridges fupported"
  by floating bamboos.
     We came to feveral villages where all forts of
  potter's work are executed upon the largeft fcale.
  In other villages we found manufactories of almoft
  all kinds of wrought goods. As a proof of the
  induftry exerted in this refpeft, I muft mention
 one where vermicelli was making. The land at
 the fame time announced the greatefl fertility.
     At eleven o'clock we were at Fong-chang-y,
 a pretty large place, whence we fet off an
 hour after for Tay-ha-chen, and arrived there at
 half paft two o'clock. As we had our Coulis to
 change, we ftaid there an hour and a half in a
 very handfome hotel. This large and commer-
 cial city is fituated upon an ifland formed by two
 branches of the river. In the ftreet where we
 flopped we faw an hexagonal tower, feven
 ftories high, almoft fimilar to that of Kieou-kiang-
fou, of which mention is made above. It was
 paft four when we quitted this city on our way
 to Tcheou-tfi-eck, where we arrived at half paft
 fej-en. The other gentlemen had preceded us
                                             thither.
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thither* An hotel, of tolerable appearance, was
our afylum for the night.
   During the day we faw four triumphal arches
tof ftone, which, although very ancient, were in a
pretty good ftate. Two of them ftood in the
midft of fields, at a fmall diftance from the road.
The weather was very fine and mild, but, during
the morning, the roads were bad and flippery.
We palTed over feveral elevated fpots, fhut ia
between high mountains; the whole diftance
travelled this day being a hundred and twenty B
(twelve leagues).
   We were ready to fet off at four o'clock in the
morning, but we had neither Goulis nor torches,
and an hour elapfed before we could get away-
Being the laft to fet off, I was not on the road till
three quarters paft five. The weather was rainy,
 windy, and cold. At three quarters paft ten I
came to Tjien-chan-ehen, a city of considerable
fize. I can fay nothing of its interior, becaufe I
was only carried along-fide its walls; but from
without I diftinguifhed a very large tovver of fist
fides, and as many ftories, which differed from all
 I had hitherto feen, by having its top in the form
of a lantern. I found the party already affem-
bled at our halting place, whence we departed
          4                                   before
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before half paft eleven, with the intention of
pafling the night at Tong-ching-chen; but when
we reached Tcheo-lou-han, his Excellency was
taken to fleep at an hotel there, on account of
the fain, although it was only half paft three
o'clock, and we might yet have proceeded a
confiderable diftance. It was natural, however,
that we fhould comply with the defire of our"
conductor. ' Our day's journey was in confe-
quence only ninety li.
    During the greater part of this day we tra-
velled over mountains where not the fmalleft
fertile, fpot efcapes cultivation. The eye of an
European is delighted at beholding the induf-
trious application of the Chinefe, who, rating
 difficulties at nothing, convert mountains into
 fertile fields, and change their inclined furface
into level ground, by means of terraces of four
 or five feet elevation, which defcend by fteps
 from the top of the declivity to the bottom of
 the valley. But for their exertions it is evident
 that thofe regions mull remain for ever unculti-
 vated, on account of the ravages committed by
 the floods during the heavy rains, which would
 not fail to carry both the foil and the feed depo-
 sited in it into the ravines below. The precau-
 tions of which I am fpeaking render fuch a mif-
                                               chief
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 chief impoffible by levelling every thing. Each
 terrace is befides fecured with a parapet, and a
 little ditch to drain off the fuperfluous water.
  On the other hand, as elevated grounds are in
  their very nature fubje£t. to drought, the Chinefe,
 to remedy this evil, judicioufly place on the
  fummits of the higheft mountains ample refer-
 voirs, in which the rain water is received and
  preferved. As foon as the drought begins to be
  felt, the reviving ftream defcends, and faves the
  corn, grafs, and vegetables, from its pernicious
  effecTts.
     The afpe£t of a flope fo difpofed, when feen
  from a commanding fituation, was highly agree-
  able, although the ground was now entirely
  ftripped and naked. How delightful muft it be
. when wheat embellifhes the furface, and cpvers
 it with a verdant carpet!
      From the top of one of thefe flopes, along
  Which I was carried, I difcovered, at noon, no
  lefs than nine hamlets, lying in different direc-
  tions, and borrowing from the furrounding trees
  the appearance of fo many fhady groves. The
  whole compofes a very beautiful picture, with a
  long fucceffion of mountains in the diftance,
  where the eye of the fpe&ator difcerns pagodas
                                                 and
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•and other edifices {landing- upon elevated fpotsj
 and furrounded by innumerable trees.
    We have alfo this day had a view of feveral
 triumphal or honorary arches, built of ftone.
 Near the city of Tfien-chan-chen are five, at no
 great diftance from one another; four of them
 by the road fide, and the fifth in the very middle
 of the highway.
     I made more particular enquiries concerning
 the lignification of thefe monuments, arid was
 told, that they are architectural .works intended
 to perpetuate the memory of perfons of both
 fexes, whofe virtues have deferved celebration
 and the homage of the public. The Emperor,
 on his part by way- of exciting emulation, takes
 care to preferve whatever may ferve to tranfmit
 to pofterity an idea of the glory of thofe cele-
 brated perfons; while infcriptions indicate their
 names, and the noble actions by which they
 gained their renown.
     A more exacl idea will be given of this kind
  of recompenfe by mentioning the moft virtuous
  claries of men in favour of whom this ufage has
 been adopted.
                                          I. Perfons
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    1. Perfons who have lived a century; the
Chinefe thinking, that without a fobef and
virtubus life it is impoflible to attain fo great
an age.
    2. Children who have given proofs of great
filial affection.
    3. Women remarkable for their chaftity.
    The fineft of the triumphal arches we faw this
dayj which is compofed of a very hard kind of
white marble called SumthH, Was erefted in
honour of three fitters. According to the Chinefe
euftom, they had been betrothed from their in-
fancy ; but their three intended hufbands died
before they were marriageable. In Vain did
other men defire their company through life 5
faithful to their firft engagements, they confi-
dered them as binding till their death, after
which this mark of honour was awarded them.
    4. The Mandarins who have governed in the
 diftrifit fubje£t to their authority with fidelity
and juftice» fo as to gain the love and efteem of
the people.
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   jj. And lastly, the perfons who have diftitt*
guiflied themfelves by rendering Jfignal Cervices
to the ftate j or who have made or invented any
thing conducive to the advantage of the publie.
   From 'the beginning of our journey over land
to the prefent time, I have met with upwards of
twenty-five of thefe honorary arclies.
   I return to the wheel-barrow already defcribed
to mention what I have obferved to-day. By
way of hindering the wheel from wearing out in
fandy roads, the ouster edge, or periphery, is
covered with a rim, two inches wide,, made of
bamboo. By means of this the wheel does not
fink in, but rolls over the fuperficies of the
ground like a .Dutch, wheel. Thus have the
 Ohinefe contrived to make their barrow fer-
Viceable in-all roads, by means of a trifling ad-
dition which they have it always in their power;
to, provide.
   Our lodging was again very bad at Tcheou-
Ibu-hm, and in confequence of the*refolution wc
had taken this morning of-going ftill further,
the greater part of our baggage, table utenfils,
2>nd wine, were fent on before, us, which ren-
dered our repaft very djfagreeable. We were,
                         ,J               indeed*
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'mdeed, in Want of every accommodation, and
 even of forks and fpoons; for the former are
 jaot in ufe in China, and the latter are made of
 porcelain, with very fhort handles. We were
•alfo reduced to drink water. In all relpeSts the
 fcene was well worthy painting j and circum-
 ftances of this kind were fo little -uncommon,
 that furely no Embaffy ever met with fo many
 curious adventures.
     18th.. We fet off at half paft four j the rain,
 Which had poured the whole nighV continuing
 at intervals during all the day* rendered the
  roads horrible. At ten o'clock we arrived at
  Tau-tchong-y, where we made a flop of half an
 hour to breakfaft; and at three quarters paft
  four in the afternoon reached our lodgings in the
  fuburbs of Tong-ching-chen, whither his' Excel-
  lency had preceded us two hours before* This
  was the beft halting place we had hitherto met-
 with.
     The wind beginning to blow flrongly from the
  weftward towards noon* the cold became more
  piercing than we had yet felt it throughout our
 journey. We croffed feveral rivers, the .road
  keeping conftantly at a fmall diftance from a
  •ihain of high mountains, of which the fummits
                        1%                     were
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were covered with ice and fnow. We pafle*d
to-day in like manner as yefterday, over heights
and through vallies, meeting on our way with
many fpots of cultivated ground. I obferved fe-
veral fmall patches by the road fide which were
hardly fix feet broad, and which were never-
thelefs prepared for fowing by the plough. This
proves to what a pitch the attention to cultiva-
tion is carried, and that it fuffers nothing to
efcape it.
   The political fyftem of the Chinefe prinees m
remote times was to confidef agriculture as tft«*
principal, the firft, and moft noble of the ooeuw
pations of man. This idea goes to fuch a length
that the Emperor attends annually at a folemn
feftival, in which he exetcifes the profeflion of a
hulbandman. Many learned Chinefe have, from
time immemorial, written a great number of
works concerning agriculture—works of which
Grammont, the Miflionary, fpoke to me at
Canton in high terms of praife. He even thinks
them worthy of tranflation into the European
languages, on account of the utility that might,
be derived from them; and becaufe many things
occur in them which among us are entirely
unknown.
                                               We
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  . We faw in this day's journey feveral hamlets,
and feven honorary arches. I can fay little of
the city of Tong-ching-chen, becaufe I only- pafled
along its walls. It appeared, however, a place
of fome magnitude, and I could perceive the
remains of two oQogonal towers, one of three
ftpries, the other of fix. • Nothing elfe curious
aitra&ed my obfervation.
    In the evening the Fou-yuen of the diftri€t dif-
patched two Mandarins to prefent to us hjs1
refpe&s, and hif? apology for not coming in
pferfbn, on account of the rain, He fent us a
prefent of a himdred h^ms, and a hundred falted,
ducks, with tea and fugar for our journey. J^t
the beginning of the night the rain redoubled.
  1
    19th. The weather being tolerably dry this
morning, we fet off at half paft four, the reft pf
the train following us (lowly. The- Coulis, twelve
of whom had been ordered for the Ambaffador's,
palanquin, and as many for mine, fet me down
at half a league from the city, in the. road and in •
the midft of the mud, becaufe their number was
reduced to five, the other feven having made off
as foon as they had received their hire. After
Raiting a» hour four other Coulis came to my
                      13                     relief,
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relief, and took me up again. The road, being1
carried alrnoft conftantly 6ver a clayey foil, wa'&
very bad, which prevented my arriving before^
one* o'clock at Tdy-tpia-fi, a large place, at only-
forty // diftanee from Tong-cJitng-ehm*.
   I flopped there half an hour in ©rdef to get'
four Coulis, which were procured fbr.me by the
Mandarin, He fent alfo one of his fervants with
me on horfeback, to keep an,eye-oyer thdfe
fcoundrels, afod prevent their 'defiftitsn,' Atbalf?
paft one I prdceeded on my;jbtff^yl,f&>ut it *wja$H
paft two o'cWck in the morningf 'before 4 re^trBe*«b
our'lodgings at Tu-eMng*den, havlffg^cJn'fun^ecP a t
leaft three hours in-going the laft'feVeri'^. . Thd>
roads were Co exceedingly* bad'that the €$uM$'
were conftantly half way up their legs in mud;
and it- was-'fey flippery t W ' t h e y ware. < every
moment in danger of falling. This, indeed,
happened four iSmes, and the cohfequence wa$
that thd fdat'Under me'wss broken to pieces, X
returned thanks-to heaven when;I found myfelf
fafely houfed j ft>r the road not being wide, there
was no little danger of being thrown into the
ditch, on onefide-orother, as often as the bearers
made a falfe ftep."
                                              Afte*
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    After fe uncomfortable a journey I was again'
obliged to go tobed without a nipper, becaufe th®
                              *
cooks again came' up'too late. Some of the perfons.
of #he Ambaflador'sfuife were under the neceffity
of travelling part ©- 'the way on foot. On ther
                      f
approach of night the cold became fo piercing,
that it feemed as if we had been fuddenly tranf-
ported into the midft of winter; and this change
being ftill more diftreffing to the Chinefe than
to EWopeans, St is no wonder that a great
number of the Gotdis deferted at the end of the
day, in order to warm themfelves in the firft
houfe they met' with. AH thefe circumftances-
 jfeadered-oBT journfey doubly difagreeable.
     His Excellency, 'on his-arrival here, was con-
 ducted to a miferable public-houfe. He com-
 plained of this bitterly, and in very expfeffive
 terms; to the Mandarin of the town, who was
 cdme fo congratulate bjm, and told him repeat-
 edly, that he mould never have expected filch
  treatment. The Mandarin pretended that there
 was no better place, but as his aflertion was
 evidently contrary to truth, the Anaba{$dor had
  hjm driven from his prefenee.
     Two of our gentlemen, mounted on horfe-
  fcack, -had gone from the place in which w#
                          14                   were
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were quartered to the city, where they were told
of a very good inn in another part of the fuburbs,
We have even reafon to believe that it was
prepared for us, fince triumphal arches fueh
as we generally found before our halting places,,
were ere&ed there. His Excellency, being in-
formed of the difcovery of this inn, removed to it
about midnight.
   We were neverthelefs obliged to go without
beds, and to content ourfelves with the cufhions
qf our palanquins, almoft aU our baggage bejrig
behind us, particularly fome trunks that were
left in the middle, of the road by the Cbylis, on,
account of the cold and rain. We had, how-
 ever, travelled' a hundred and ten: // fince the
morning. , ,
 • The road we followed this day was. conti-
 nually up and down hill, but towards the evening
 we came to a plain. At feven // from the city
 of Tong-fMn-cJien we crofted a river in ferry?boats.
 It had frozen the preceding night and in the
 morning,. and every thing was covered with ice
 as in the midft of winter. The fields and trees
 were entirely clad in a garb of fparkling white.
                                           Towards
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 . Towards noon we climbed flowly up a very
lofty mountain, and reached its top enveloped in
 |ce and fnow, about half paft one. The defcent
 pn the other iide of this mountain was fo rapid,
 that in fome places it exceeded that of Meilmg-
 than. When upon the fummjt I enjoyed the
 aftonifhing fpefitacle of a valley fituated between
 two ridges of mountains, and of an appearance
 fo attractive, that 1 could not fatisfy my eyes.
 Every thing was, "however, in a ftate of barren
  nakecjnefs, which could not fail to injure the
  profpe£t, Hpw charming, then, muft be the
  contemplation of thi§ magnificent fcene when
  fummer has fcattered flowers over it; when
  their bright tints.form a delightful contraft with
  the ptljer beauties of vegetation; and when
  yellow cars of corn enrich the fields,
     At two o'clock I reached the valley, where I
  purfued my journey for three hours, conftantly
  accompanied by rivulets, and their gentle mur-
. mursf, and conftantly furrounded by the marks of
   cultivation, of which the impreffion was dif-
   pernible upon the very tops, of the mountains.
     The induftry and fkill of the Chinefe in agri-
   culture manifefts Ufelf in this valley, with all the
   chara&eriftics of the higheft perfection. At a
                                                 fingle
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fergle glance the eye takes in their various con-
trivances to pro-fit by the different foliations- «£
the ground. The lower parts are" cut into ftepg-
«w feages, as I have already had • occafion ttf
iclate, while the hills are ploughed up to the
tery top, a dire&ipn being given to'the furrows
sad ditches, fuch as the inclination of the-plane
requires to drain off the water. Such places as
lo-rm an amphitheatre, and have no inundation to
leap during the r&iny fea&n, are alfo cultivated:
to the very fumrmts of the "tobuntafar. Yes, "J
3m fure that many, people Jln 'Europe would
§•©••8* hundred miles, to-enjoy a'pfrofpeSt fo eft4
charting as that ef this- valley fnuft be when "nil
it& ctaferrtents 'tvet laftited;  *'»<•'•      '
     I imift alfo be permitted to ad&, that in the
 fpace occupied by arable land, fometimes houfes
 *ref€- feen forming feparate" habitations, and
 fennetirnes collected' into hamlets* Lofty and
 tufted trees added, their rural beauties to dif-
 ferent parts of the picture, and while, for fh.6
 tirft time, the empire of China offered to my view
 oaks lofty enough to recal the idea of the kmg
 of the foreft, I caft alfo a glance upon the weep-
 ing willows that grew by the road fide. A foft
 and gentle fhower covered the branches of that
  melancholy tree, as well as of all the others, and
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of the molt humble fhrubs, with a dew that fik"
vered over their foliage, while the light reflected
 fromthele little'globes of cryftal, produced an
 effe£t which created at once aftoniuament and
 pleafure, and which was fuch as I never remember
 to have feen at any other period of my life.
    During the morning I faw ten more triumphal
 arches, fix of which were near the city of Totijr-
 tJUng-e'hH, and clofe to one another.              '
  Sr„ t
    A' great many pigs are bred here. I met
 whole herds going to feed in the woods; all of
 them blqck, and fuch as I defcribed under the
 date of the ioth of this month. Since we hav^
 been travelling over land I have not met with
 a fmgle white one.
     It was for fterfirfr.time that I to-day obferved
 a change in the dogs: till now, and in the
,fou*riern parts of the Empire, I had feen none
 but the ftraight-eared fpaniel, but here the dogs
 have pendant ears, and a thin tail. Their height
 is greater than" that of the fpaniel, "from which
 they are altogether a different fpecies.
    In this part of the country very good yellow
 carrots are cultivated, which have exactly the
                                                 fame
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feme tafte as the Dutch, and are.confequentfy.
far fuperior to thofe of Canton. We alfo met
with round turnips of the largeft kind in great
abundance.
    2oth. We were not able to fet off on account
of all our baggage being again behind us, and of
its raining the whole day. There was, befidfs,
aj. want of CouliSy becaufe the prefents intended
for the Emperor, that were fent off from Canton,
before our departure, paifed by here yefterday, and
employed about a thoufand Caulk in their convey-
ance. Laft evening we , found two mirrors, ftill.
without the city. They were forwarded this
morning, which added to the difficulty wc
found in procuring the three hundred that were
wanted for our fuite and baggage.
    In the courfe of the day a great part of our
 baggage arrived at our lodgings, and we learned
 that, during the-two laft days and nights, eight
 Coulis had died of cold and fatigue,
    We were alfo informed that the preparing of
 lodgings for us on the road was by no means the
 bufinefs of th6 ^Mandarins, our conductors; but
 that each province deputed Mandarins for that
 e3?prefs purpofe.
                                                The
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   The governor of the province of Kiang-nam
committed this charge to the On-tcha-tfu, who was
diftinguifhed by the blue tranfparent buttoo.
He came in confequence to Yu-ching-cken to
order lodgings for us; but as the care of this
afterwards devolves upon the commandants of
the towns, this defcent of authority often leads
lio a refult that rather retards than accelerates
the journey.
   The Lingua came to tell me in the evening*
that the want of Coulis hindering us from fetting
offat an early hour, we had no occafion to hurry
ourfelveSi, The weather continued rainy and cold.
   21ft. On reviewing our baggage we found
that a great deal was wanting, and that we had
hot a fingle cheft of wine, which had already
reduced us to the neceffity of drinking water
with our flipper the evening before.
   This day being the Tong, or Chriftmas of the
Chinefe, which they celebrate with great felii*
vity, it became ftill more difficult to procure
Coulis.
   At eleven o'clock the Mandarins, our con*
du£tars, came to pay a vifit to the Amfeaifador
                                             and
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and me, and to make an apology to him for th«
bad reception he had met with on arriving at
this place. They told him, that thofe matters
were not at all under their regulation, but were
left to theJMandarins of the province and places
through which we paffed.
    Shortly after the On-tcla-tju of the province
came alfo to pay us his compliments. He was
very polite, and did not fail to fpeak to us imme-
diately 0/ the ignorance of the commandant of
the city, who had pointed out a lodging for the
Ambaffador that was not intended for him, in-
stead of that which Had been prepared for his
reception, as the arrangements made there
proved. He added, that he Tiad already made a
complaint of this conduct 'to the governor of the
province, and that he did not doubt that thtf*
commandant would be difmiffed from his place*
He then propofed to us to go twenty-five // that
night, in order that we might arrive at the city
Liu-tjlon-fou on the following day; but as it was
already paft twelve % as it would have required
at leaft two hours to collect the neceffary bearers j
and as a good^eal of our baggage was ftill
miffing, I perfuaded his Excellency to go no
farther that day, becaufe the night would be
very far advanced before we could reach the
                                           intended
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intended place, where, -according to all appear-
ance, we fhould be obliged to go without fupper
^nd beds j whereas, by remaining where we
were, we fhould be lure of both. The Ambaf-
fador, coinciding-in my reaforis, declined pm-
ceeding any further that day.
    I then propofed to the Mandarins that we
fhould travel ninety or a hundred // a day* axwl
that things fhould be fo arranged that we might
let off at four o'clock in the morning -as Jong as
 we mould be carried by Coulis. I added, thai:
 when we fhould reach the province of Gh&n-tsng
 (where we were made to hope that we fhould be
 farnifhed with litters), they might lengthen our
 day's journies, and even make us travel during
the night, efpecially as we fhould then have the
 advantage of moon-light. By thefe means, as the
 wads would no doubt be firm and frozen, we
 fhould find it/eafy, if neceffary, to travel two
 hundred It in four-and-twenty hours.
    My propositions were well received by the
 Mandarins, and, after a long debate, it was de-
 termined that- we fhould travel feventy-five ii ih«
 next day, in order to reach a fuitable place to
 fleep at; and that, for greater convenience, our
 baggage fhould he forwarded the whole of the
                                         afternoon.
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afternoon, which was Accordingly done. Ir. wa*
fettled that we fhould fet off the next day at fiv£
o'clock. The Mandarins* who appeared fatif-
fied with thefe arrangements, took leave of us
and retired. We eonfequently remained in th&
fame lodgings*
   During the whole day there was a gentle fall
                                      *
of fnow, and the weather was pretty cold. Fah-
renheit's thermometer fell this morning to thirty-
two degrees, which correfponds with the freezing
point of Reaumur's. In the night the weather
grew clear, and it froze hard*
   zad. At fix in the morning' we quitted Yu~
ching-cheny Fahrenheit's thermometer ftanding at
twenty-five degrees and a half. The road was
frozen, rugged* and full of'fharp points, which
made it very difficult to walk ; but the weather
was clear, and we faw the fun for the firft time
fince the n t h . Our road lay eonftantly over
plains, with now and then a gentle fifing and
defcent, but there were no mountains except
thofe that we faw at a very remote diftance.
We confequently met with very few rivers.
   At eleven o'clock we came to Tau-chen-chenB
where we flopped for at leafl an hour to refrefh.
                                              This
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Tkis city is pretty large. Setting off after
dinner we arrived at half paft five at Koun-eck,
.where we flept in a very comfortable houfe.
    In this day's journey I counted four triumphal
 arches, and for the firft time perceived maize, or
Indian corn, in fome little fhops, as well as a
 kind of fmallflat beans that have been intro-
 duced into China, being as well as the maize of
 foreign growth. We travelled this day feventy-
 five //', The night was clear and frofty.
     23. Fahrenheit's thermometer flood this morn-
.ing at twenty-two degrees. We fet off at half
 paft four, and in like manner as yefterday paffed
  through nothing but ploughed- ground, with
 gentle elevations.
     At eleven o'clock we came to the city of Liu*
  tcheou-fou, where we were carried along the out-
  fide of the ramparts. It feemed to be a very
  large place.      We flopped in- the northern
  fuburbs to change our bearers and take fome re-
  frefhments. The weather was mild, though the
  fun was hid in clouds. At noon we fet out
  anew, and proceeded as far as Tin-fau-fe, where
  we arrived at five oclock, and where we paffed
  the night. This day's journey'-was feventy-
  five //.
     VOL. I.                 £                    la
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       In the evening the Mandarin of Fong-yong-fotr^
   who is at the head of the executive power in
   that province', came to pay a vifit to the Amba£-
   fador and me. H e wore the dark blue button,
   was very affable, and was at leaft fixty years of
   age. We had already been in company with
   him at Yu-ching-ehen, as well as with the On-tcha-
   tju. He brought with him a prefent of twenty-
  feven fheep-fkin dreffes for our foldiers and-
  fervants, and fome fruit for ourfelves. From him
  we learned that the Mandarin of Yu-ching-chem
  had loft his place on account of his conduft
  towards us. It would have been difficult for
  him to behave with greater politenefs than he-
  did, or to exprefs greater concern at his not
  being able to procure us better accommodations-
  in his diftrifit, and at our being obliged to-
  perform fo troublefome a journey in the prefent
  cold feafon of the year- The fheep-fkin dreffes
  were very welcome to our people. I took
  two of them, which I converted into bags for
  his Excellency and me to put our legs in while
  in our palanquins, and thus keep off the cold.
  We derived great advantage from them, efpecially
  when we alfo took with us a jug of hot water,
      24th. In confequence of the tardinefs of the
  Coulis we did not fet off till half paft five. Four
' hours after we paffed through the city of Liang-
                                            ckan-sken-f. (
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 than-chen, a place of confiderable fize, full of,
  fliops, and apparently very commercial. We
  perceived there an hexagonal tower of feven
. ftories, and feveral triumphal arches.
     Towards noon we came to Ho-chan-ek, a place
 •of fome magnitude, and left it at one o'clock.
 After having taken a light repaft at eight, we
 reached Ching-kiou-ek, another great town, ap-
 pointed for our reftirig-place for the night.
     The weather was very fine, and during the
 whole of the day the fun kept us company.
 The face of the country did not differ from that
 of the preceding two days : we met with
 fcarcely any rivers, and the mountains were very •
 remote. In the day's journey, which was at leafl:
 of one hundred and ten U, we paffed by feven
 triumphal arches of (tone. The road was tole-
 rably good, and we faw a number of villages and
 farms where the feed was already in the ground.
     We overtook the four mirrors intended as a
.prefent for the Emperor; each of them was car-
 ried by twenty-four Coulis, and followed by as
 many more. Thefe forty-eight bearers relieved
 each other at every half league. Hence it is eafjr
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to conceive what the carriage of thefe fbuf
looking-glaffes mult have coft.
    We faw to-day, for the firft time, a cart drawn
by two horfes, one in the fhafts, with the- other
a-breaft. This carriage greatly refembles the
covered cart of Guelderland, but is not by arfy
means fo well conftru£ted.
    As we came very late to our journey*s end, it
was impoffible to wait till our cooks had dreffed
 us a fupper. We therefore refolved to retire to
 reft without eating; and in like manner as yef-
 terday lay down upon the floor, our beds not yet
 being come up. The privation o? wine being added
 to thefe difagreeable circumftances, the journey be-
 came unpleafant and tirefome, efpecially as we
 plainly faw that the hardfliips we fuffered pro-
 ceeded from a want of order, and from the inatten-
 tion of the different Mandarins of the provinces.
 An incontrovertible proof of this fa£t is, that the
 Mandarins, our conductors, who depended folely
 upon themfelves, were in want of nothing. The
  weather, during the.night, was clear and frofty.
     25th. Our departure took place at half paft
  five, and our arrival at the city of Ting-yun-chett
  about noon. We dined there while the Coulis
                                                were
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were changing. In that city, which is tolerably
large, is an hexagonal tower of feven ftories,
without a top, at a fraall diftance from the walls.
We were carried to pretty good lodgings in the
fuburbs. At half pall one, fuppofing the Coulis
ready, as I had been told, I went and feated
myfelf in my palanquin, but, after waiting half
an hour, the Lingua came to inform me that
another 'hour would elapfe before they would
prefent themfelves, becaufe they had not yet
received their hire. On hearing this I got out
of my chair, and intreated his Excellency not to
go any farther this day; for I knew that the
firft appointed place of rendezvous was at fixty /*
diftance, and, calculating that we mould not
reach it before eight or nine o'clock in the even-
ing, I forefaw in that cafe the neceffity of going
fupperlefs to bed, whereas here we had agree-
able lodgings, and time fufhcient for our cooks
to prepare us a good repaft. The Arnbaflador
yielded to my pcrfuafion. When our determi-
nation was known, an attempt was made to get
us away by telling us that the Coulis were waiting
for us ; but as it was already half pad two, we
perlifted in remaining where we were.
    On hearing this the Mandarins came to intreat
his Excellency at leaft to go forward thirty //,
but in vain, M. Agie told them ia Chinefe, in
                       K3                      the
134         VOYAGE OF THE DUTCH
the Ambaffador's name, that we knew by expe-
rience that the Mandarins always fhortened the
road when they talked to us of diftances j that
in confequence of this deception we arrived Co
late at our fleeping place, that we had not time
to get a fupper dreffed unlefs we chofe to fa-
crifice the whole of our reft, it being neceffary to
rife at three in the morning; that if care were
regularly taken to provide bearers, the journey
might be performed with eafe, but having
always a couple of hours to wait, without reck-
 oning the time of changing Coulis at noon, we
 loft the three beft hours of every day, and the
journey became difagreeable and fatiguing; that
 for once people might go without eating; but
 that it would not do to make it a daily practice j
 that fome of our trunks and chefts, which v e
 were in want of, were conftantly behind, fo that
 feveral perfons had no longer any linen, and that
 for fix days paft we had not tafted a drop of
  wine j and, in the laft place, that it behoved
  them to adopt a new order of things, as other-
  wife we dreaded left fo many privations and
  hardfhips fliould afFe£t our health.
     The Mandarins, having no fufficient reafons to-
  Cppofe to ours, laid a great ftrefs upon the Em-
  peror's defire to fee us before New Year's Day,
  and continued to infift upon the Ambaflador's
                                               going
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going the thirty //; but though they fpent *a
•whole hour in intreaty they did not gain their
end. His Excellency, however, promifed to be
ready to depart at three o'clock the following
morning, adding, that he fliould proceed no
farther than ninety //, in order that he might flop
at Lin-auay-cken.
   They then endeavoured to play us another
trick, and to carry us twenty or thirty //' beyond
that place. By way of doing fo they begged us
to fet off at two o'clock ktftead of three. Suf-
pefting their defign, becaufe it was evident that
it would fuffice to fet off at five o'clock in ordej
±0 go the ninety lit 1 told them that the ,Am-
baffador was refolved not to go beyond Lm-ouay-
then; that it was his wifh to pafs the night there,
and that they had nothing to do but to weigh the
jnatter well-,
   Perceiving that our oppofrtion was fyftematfc,
and founded upon a geographical knowledge of
the country, they changed their tone, and at lad
told us, that it would be needlefs to break our
reft, and that a fervant of our Mandarins would
call us in the morning when it fliould be time to
fet off. They then retired. The old Mandarin
fvas the perfon who took the greatefi part in this
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 little difpute, and, upon going away, he gave me
 to underftand, though in very meafured terms,
 that his ill fuccefs was attributable to me. One
 of his companions was brother to the Tfong-tou of
 Canton, and had a ftrong refemblance to him in
 perfon.
     We palled the night at Titig-yun-chen. The
 face of the country that we had feen during the
 day wasprecifely fimilar to that which we had had
 occafion to obferve for feveral days before; but
 we did not meet with a fingle river. In the af-
 ternoon M, M. Van Braam and Dozy went
 without the fuburbs to try fome fkates which
 had been prefented to them by Mr, Browne,
 Chief of the Englifh Factory, with whom they
 had been left by Lord Macartney, The furprife
 of the Chinefe was fo great, on feeing the eafe
 and rapidity with which they moved over the
 ice, that fpe&ators crouded from all quarters.
     During the night the Iky was cloudy and the
 cold fevere,
     26th. For the firft time the bearers were
 punftual; we fet off in confequence at four
 o'clock, and arrived a little after nine at Hong'
tchau-chen, where we flopped to take fome re-
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refrefhments. Pr6ceeding on our journey at half
paft ten we came, after eight hours travelling, to
Ling-ouay-chen, where we flept, but again without
a fupper, becr-ife our cooks came u p too late.
   T h e ground that we went over during the
morning was more uneven than that of the pre-
ceding day. In fome places it was very rocky,
and in others overgrown with heath. Here and
 there only a few cultivated fpots were feen 5 and
the houfes were fo thinly fcattered that we tra-
velled twenty-five li, without meeting a Im-gle
habitation. W e met with a ftill fmaller pro-
portion of taverns [Conquan) which in general are
very common along the roads. Hitherto we
have feen nothing fo bare and wretched as this
part of the country.
   At two o'clock I was at the extremity of a
defert of this kind, which terminated with a
village of indifferent appearance, though of con-
siderable fize. Having palled the village 1 found
myfelf very unexpectedly upon the fummitof a
Very fteep mountain, without my having per-
ceived any previous afcent; but my furprize was
nothing in comparifon of the effect it fuddenly
produced upon me by the dazzling profpeft
\vhlch burft upon my fight, and which was ren-
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dered ftill more beautiful by the moft ftriking
contrafl: that nature ever created in fo fmall a
fpace. I had juft paffed through a defert and
fandy country, and now a cultivated plain of
vaft extent captivated my eyes. This immenfe
landfcape, of which the horizon was the only
boundary, was ftill farther embelliflied by vil-
lages and hamlets fcattered in every dire&ion.
The magnificent fcene recalled to my mind the
profpeft which is feen from the celebrated fpot
ilill bearing the name of the King's Table, near
Rheenen, in the province of Utrecht, and with
which this view well deferves to be compared,
A narrow path of rapid defcent foon brought us
into .the plain.
    The weather being mild, and the fun coming
out at times, the furface of the ground thawed,
which rendered the road heavy and flippery.
Towards the evening it began to freeze again.
    Since the preceding day the highway was
become much wider and fitter for the paffage of
carts, the ruts of which we perceived during the
whole of this morning. Willows and tall trees
grow on each fide of the road. In the courfe of
the day we met with a number of horfes and
mules laden with merchandize. The city -of
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Hong chang-chen, where we flopped to refrefh, is'
a place of fome confequence. It has two gates,
but is not inclofed by walls. Lin-ouay-che&t
where we arrived in the evening, feemed alfo a
large place ; but the darknefs of the night hin-
dered us from judging with any degree of cer-
titude. Before we came to the latter place, and
at the diftance of about half a league, we faw a
tower of feven ftories. In approximating Lm-
way-chen, the road paries oyer a caufeway of con-
 siderable height and width. In one part of it is
 a very handfome ftone bridge, under which the
 water of both fides of the caufeway forms a
junction. The place itfelf is poor, according at
 leaft to the indication of our lodgings, which
 were exceedingly mean.
     We travelled this day one hundred and five It
 (ten leagues and an half).
     His Excellency having fent word to his firfl:
  conductor, that the next day he would only
  travel eighty It, the Mandarin was fo much dis-
  concerted that he came, accompanied by the
  fecond conductor, and had me waked at half paft
  eleven o'clock. Standing by the bed fide they
  conjured me to prevail upon the AmbafTador to
  go as far as one hundred and twenty II, without
                                           which
 l$0          VOYAGE OF THE DtTTCH
which he faid we could not arrive at Pe-king by
the appointed time; and at this they teftified
the greater uneafinefs, becaufe, afraid of lofing
their employ, and of incurring the Emperor's
difpleafure. I promifed them my interceffion,
provided, in their turn, they took care to have
the Coulis ready at an early hour, and to fend our
cooks on before us to the fleeping place, fo that
we might be fure of having- a hot fupper. They
undertook to fulfil thefe obligations, to which I
added that of difpatching a courier for a cheft of
wine and fome trunks, for which feveral of our
gentlemen had an indifpenfable occafion.. They
retired exceedingly well fatisfied,
    27th. At half paft four we were on our way.
I then perceived that the city of Lin-ouay-chen is
greater than it had appeared to me the day before.
It is fituatedon the bank of a large river, which we
croffed by means of a bridge fupported by more
than fifty boats. At noon we arrived at Hau-
kiang-Jio, a village of little importance, where we
flopped an hour to take fome refrelhment.
    At two o'clock we paffed over a bridge of vaft
length, and of the following form: - - \ > ' It
is thrown over a river of great width, is con-
ftru&ed in part of hewn ftone, and partly of brick;
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*nd extends to the length of eight hundred and
five paces: its width, judging by the eye, is
twenty feet. It is compofed- of fifteen arches,
which do not follow in fucceffion, becaufe there
are in different parts five intervals, without
arches, or openings of any fort. This was the
Jargeft bridge I had yet feen in China.
   At half paft fix we came to Cau-chen-eky at
which place we were to fleep, and near which
we paffed a river, over a kind of flying bridge,
built upon boats.
   During this day's journey, which was con-
stantly enlivened by fun-fhine, the road was very
good, and the weather mild. Our route, for the
moll part, took a north north-weft direction, and
paffed over a part of the plain that I difco'vered
yefterday from the top of the mountain. It was all
a flat without the fmallcft rifing ground ; a high
degree of cultivation adorning the whole country,
over which the eye wandered without obftacle or
interruption.
   We paffed this day by Leen~ckytig-y, which has
two gates, without a rampart; and which, though
larger, is not more remarkable than feveraj other
                                             villages
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 •villages and hamlets that we alfo met with on
 our way.
    This evening- our firft conductor propofed to
 Ks Excellency to travel one hundred li in the
 courfe of the next day, and received a favour-
 able anfwer.
    28th. Setting off this morning at half paft
 five, we came at half paft ten to V'ha-chan-y, a
 iniferable place where we flopped to refrefh.
 Proceeding again on our journey an hour after-
 wards, we arrived about five o'clock, juft as the
 fun was going down, at the city of Sieou-tchou,
 which completed the one hundred and five //
 of this day's journey.
    The road we travelled over to-day may be
•confidered as the heft we have hitherto met with.
 Like that of yefterday, it took nearly a north
 north-weft direction, and was equally flat and
free from rifing grounds; but the foil is lefs pro-
ductive, being a rery light fort of mould. The
villages and hamlets made accordingly but an
indifferent appearance. This effect was even
perceptible at Sieou-tcheou, the interior of which
is by no means brilliant, there being nothing to
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be feen but fmall houfes, and difagreeable ftreets.
It is, however, a pla,ce of confiderable fize, and
furrounded by ramparts. At fome diftance from
the town ftands a lofty tower; and upon the ram-
part itfelf, at a fmall diftance from the gate by
which we entered, is a building three ftories
high, in all probability a belfry. Our lodgings
were fpacious and tolerably convenient.
    I faw to-day a four-wheeled carriage drawn
by oxen, and much refembling the paftry-cook's
fledges [traineaux de gateaux) fet upon wheels' at
Amsterdam. The wheels of the Chinefe cart are
only two feet and an half in diameter; each of
 them being made of a fmgle piece of wood, and
the whole four being of the fame fize. The body
 of the cart is confequently clofe to the ground.
This carriage ferves equally for the conveyance
 of perfons and goods, as well as to carry into the
 fields the manure intended to render them pro-
 ductive.
    I had alfo an opportunity of remarking another
 ufeful addition to the barrow defcribed in this
 work. It confifts of two pieces of wood fixed in
 the internal angle, which the two feet of the bar-
f ow form with its fides. They are fo placed, that
 they divide this right angle in two equal parts,
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 and come clofe to the wheel, in order to detach
 the earth that may adhere to it, which renders
 the labour of the barrow-men lefs than it would
 efherwife be. This idea, and that of having in-
troduced the two pieces of wood turned up at the
extremity, which the barrow-man before lays hold
of with the under part of his arms, at the fame
time that they ferve him-as a handle to draw the
harrow after him, thews to what a degree of per-
fection they have carried it.
    Yefterday I faw only a fingle honorary arch,
 and this day no more than four, which feems to
indicate that this part of the country has not
abounded in perfons whofe viitues have been
found worthy of commemoration.
   This evening our fiift conductor came to vifit
the Ambaffador and me, in order to arrange our
journey for next day. H e fixed it at a hundred
and ten li.
   29th. W e fet off at four o'clock, and at half
paft nine arrived at the town of Y-cau-y, where
we breakfafted. Departing again an hour after-
wards, we reached Tau<han-ek at five; and, as we
had gone a hundred and twenty li, ftaid there to
fleep.
                                             Our
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     Our route was over a plain, but from nine in
 the morning there were mountains at no great
  diftance before us. The road was every where
  good, was carried over level ground, and took a
  dire&ion from north-eaft to north north-weft.
  We paffed through nothing but poor villages and
  hamlets of mean appearance.
     We crofted, however, three rivers, over one*,
  of which was a noble ftone bridge; and at nine
  o'clock traverfed a valley overgrown with reeds.
     Near Tau-chan-ek is a hill of moderate eleva-
  tion ; upon the declivity of which ftand a con-
 vent, and a pagoda furrounded by trees, and
 in a delightful fituation. To the detail of this
 day's route I have to add our meeting with five
 triumphal arches of hewn ftone.
     30th. Our journey began again at five o'clock.
 We were conftantly amidft mountains till eight
 o'clock, when we afcended a rocky gorge, form-
 ed by an interval left between two of them. As
, foon as we reached the fummit, we enjoyed a de-
 lightful profpecf of a valley. It is interfperfed'
 with graves, among which are a great number
 overlhadowed by little groves of cyprefs. Others
 are furmounted by ftone monuments, and others
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by triumphal arches. This variety, by occupy-
ing the eye, almoft banifhes from the mind every
idea of thes-mournful deftination of the place.
    To the eaftward of the valley, and upon a hill
of little elevation ftands an hexagonal tower of
eight ftories, in very good prefervation. Some
buildings and trees, fituated near the bottom of
this tower, feem to indicate a pagoda and a
 convent.
     W e crofted the valley in order to afcend the
 rugged fide of a mountain, on the tabular fummit
 of which ftands a great fort, or fquare caftle,
 kept in the beft ftate of repair.
     Having climbed up the mountain's fide, my
 eyes were again delighted with the pi£rurefque
 profpeft that prefented itfelf almoft fuddenly be-
 fore me, and of which I fliall not undertake to
  defcribe the beauties. It was a view of a valley
  flill more extenfive than that with which I have
  already found it fo grateful to entertain my rea-
  ders. A large portion of it is occupied by the
  meanders of a noble river, which feems to take
  a pleafure in winding through it, while its banks,
  embelliQied by houfes or boats, gives ndw charms
  tp this enchanting fpot. To the north, the view
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takes in the city of Siu-tcheoU; an$ at the weftertt
extremity of the Valley, .begins an affemblage" of
bfrufes ranged' along'the declivity of a mountain.
This valley is, at the fame time, covered like the
preceding one with thoufands of proofs that it
is devoted to "thofe who are no more. A little
elevation, in the fhape of a round hillock of
about feven feet diameter, and three or four feet
high, is the ufual indication of their funereal
abodes, excepting the fmall number of thofe
which, as I have already faid, are defignated by
monuments of ftone. Thefe two vallies exhibit-
ed a greater number of tombs than all the other
places appropriated to the fame purpofe that
had hitherto come in our way. They might with
propriety be called the dwelling of the dead.
   Near Siu-tcheou we met with three more tri-
umphal arches* two of which furpaffed in beauty-
all thofe we had hitherto feen.
   Clofe to the fide of the road we faw an infcrip-
tion engraved upon a large ftone, fupported by
a vaft tortoife alfo cut out of a lingle block,
   I was three quarters of an hour in paffing
through the city. I perceived it to be populous,
and full of mops of all kinds, and thence con-
                        L %                   eluded
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eluded it to be a very commercial place. At ten
o'clock I. arrived at the h6ufe prepared for our
reception, which was one of the handfomeft we
had yet been in.
   We dined at Siu-tehou, where we defired to
have a pudding made of millet. The abundance
of that grain fuggefted the idea to me, and we
found the pudding much to our tafte. Millet is
here the common food of the people inftead of
rice, the ground not being fit for grain of a larger
kind. The contrary reafon is the caufe of its
not being cultivated in the fouthern parts of the
Empire. This was the firft time I had feen any
in China.
    In confequence of the promifes of the Man-
 darins wc expecled to change our travelling car~
riages at Siu-tcheou, and to be furnifhed with
litters borne by mules; but as the ufe of them
was unknown in the roads we were travelling
Ihrough, it was plain they had promifed more
 than they could perform. They were accordingly
 obliged to declare, that notwithstanding all their
 endeavours, they had not been able to procure
 us litters, no fuch thing being known, except a
 few kept by very rich individuals for long jour-
 nies. No Mandarin had one in his poffeffion.
                                                 To
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To fupply the want of them, they had provided
three or four carts which they came and offered
to. the Ambaffador and me; but we declined
availing ourfelves of their kindnefs, and content-
ed ourfelves with our chairs; abandoning the
carts to any of our gentlemen, who might be
tempted to make ufe of them. They were on the
other fide of the river.
   At two o'clock we feated ourfelves in our pa-
lanquins, and, after quitting the city, paffed the
river in ferry boats. It is very wide, and the
quantity of ice that floated down with the current
rendered the paffage exceedingly difficult. The
confequence was, that it was three o'clock before
we reached the oppofite bank. We then pro-
ceeded on our journey, but not without again
having a little difpute with the Coulis,
   Our gentlemen, who felt inclined to make ufe
of the carriages, went to examine them; but their
inclination foon left them when they faw that they
were common baggage carts, with nothing to
ferve as a feat but the ftraw that was fpread at
 the bottom. Never had fo clumfy and inconve-
nient a carriage prefented itfelf to their eyes in
 Holland; and a fmgle glance was enough^ to
 make them prefer riding on' horfeback, mi-
                        ll, 3               ferable
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 ferable as were the jades on which they were
rno'unted.
     Thefe carts are, however, the ordinary car-
 riages in this part of the country, and throughout
the provinces of Tche-li and Chang-ton. The firft
 Mandarins themfelves travel in them, as we had
 afterwards occafion to be convinced.
     In the afternoon we paffed over a handfome
bridge entirely built of hewn ftone. The road
 over it is almoft level from one end to the other,
 and fervesas a communication between two fides
 of a valley. Its width is about thirty-five feet,
and its length about eight hundred toifes. It con-
fifts of a hundred of thofe openings without arches
already mentioned in this work, and has a ftone
baluftrade on each fide nearly two feet in height,
and ornamented at every four or five yards, with
the figure of a lion couchant of very rude fculptuje.
At this time the dimimfhed ftream ran through
three or four of the moft centrical openings, it
being now the feafon when the rivers in China
are at their fmalleft height; but it is natural to
prefume, that during the rainy feafon, the river^
"by rifing three or four feet, muft overflow all the
level ground; for certainly {o exteniive, and fa
coftly a work would not otherwife have been
                                            ere£ted»
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erefted. At each extremity of the bridge is a
magnificent triumphal arch with three gateways,
or paffages through it. By the fide of each of
thefe arches is a kind of open hexagonal pavil-
lion, in the midft of which a ftone is depofited,
bearing an infcription in honour of the architect
of the bridge.
    After having travelled a hundred and live //,
we arrived at half paft feven in the evening ar the
town of Li-cok-ek, where we met with but an in-
 different place of refuge for the night. A millet
pudding was our whole fupper, and the floor our
 bed.
    31ft. We did not fet off to-day till feven
 o'clock. During the morning we travelled over
 « plain, crofting three or four branches of a river,
 and only perceiving mountains at a very remote
 diftance. A t ten o'clock the poor and firnple
 village of Lmig-chong afforded us a refreihing place.
 We flopped there a full hour.
    In the afternoon, at a fmall diftance to the
 weftward, we perceived a very extenfive lake,,
 whence arifes a river which runs through Ttmg-
 y-lau, at which place we croffed over it by a fmall
 bridge of boats.
                        L4                       Our
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   Our road paffed conftantly between ploughed
fields, containing a great number of graves, fome
of which are marked by cypreffes. In the midft
of one field I remarked a ftone monument, fup-
ported by a tortoife, like that I had noticed on
the preceding day.
   In this part of the country we met with a kind*
of wheel-barrow, much larger than that I have
already defcribed, and drawn by a horfe or mule.
   But how great was my furprize when I this
•day faw a whole fleet of wheel-barrows, all of the
fame fize. I have good reafon to call them a
fleet, for they were all under fail; having a little
tnaft very neatly infeirted in a' hole or ftep cut
in the forepart of the barrow. To this maft 13
attached a fail made of matting, or more com-
monly of canvas, five or, fix feet high, and three
 or four wide, with reefs, yards, and braces, like
thofe of the.Chinefe boats. The braces lead to
 the fhafts of the barrow, and by means of them
 the conductor trims his fail.
    It was eafy to perceive by all this apparatus
 that it was not a mere momentary matter, but
 an additional contrivance in the carriage, and
 meant to- give relief to the barrow-men, when
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the wind is fair; for otherwife considering
the money it muft coft, and the trouble of
carrying it, it would be but a yery ridiculous
whim.
   I .could not help admiring this contrivance,
fend I felt real pleafure in feeing a fcore of thefe
failing barrows rolling along one after another.
    At four o'clock in the afternoon we entered
the province of Chan-tong; and at half paft five,
having this day travelled eighty // (eight leagues),
 we came to Shau-can-ing, where we met with
 very tolerable accommodations for the night.
    We this evening made fome more ftri£t ar-
 rangements with our Mandarins, in order to*
 quicken our journey, becaufe it appeared diffi-
 cult for us, without doing fo, to arrive at Pe-king
 at the appointed time.
    During the laft three days I obferyed in all the
 cities, villages, and other places that ftood by
 the highway a great number of old caftles cal-
 culated to protect fome external point, of the
 fame kind as thofe that formerly exifted in Hoi-*
 land. There were fometimes as many as three
 in the fame place,
        4                                         As
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   As the Chinefe carry on wars without cannon,
thefe citadels may ferve as a defence, and feem
intended to protect the inhabitants from parties
in fearch of plunder.
   I have alfo obferved within thefe few days a
number of orchards very regularly planted, and,
thxs day I faw a couple of grey-hounds.
                                          THE
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                   JANUARY     I.
ACCORDING to our agreement with the
Mandarin we were on our way at three o'clock
in the morning. I had again reafon to complain,
of my bearers, who let me fall feveral times.
At length my palanquin was in fo bad a con-
dition that at half paft twelve T was obliged' to
quit it and go on foot to thefirftplace where we
were to flop. It was the village of Kay-hau,
where I arrived at two o'clock, and found that
his Excellency and the other gentlemen had al-
ready left it. As my palanquin could not be re-
paired very fpeedily, I wiilied to pafs the night
at Kay-hau, but the Mandarin of the town fent
me his own cart, with the moft earneft entreaties
to go on. Refolving at Jength to do fo I {et off
fit four o'clock, but did not reach the rendezvous
                                         appointed
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 appointed for the night till after I had been near
 five hours upon the road. It was the city of
 Tfeo-e?ien. W e were lodged there in a building
 adjoining to the Temple of Mong-fou-tfu, the
 xnoft eminent^ of their philoft>phers after Kong-
fou-tftt \Confucius).
     W e had travelled & hundred and feventy //,
 and all to have no beds, and to be again obliged
 to ftretch ourfelves upon the floor, although I
 ciefired a foft bed more ardently than I had ever
 done before, becaufe I had not ceafed to be jolted,
 and fhaken for four hours and a half in that hor-
 rible cart, and was in pain from head to foot.
 Such a carriage may poffibly be convenient to a
  Chinefe, but to a European it muft ever be a
 real puniftiment.
     T h e city of TJeo-chen, which contains a lofty
 tower and feveral triumphal arches, is no other-
 wife remarkable. Its houfes befpeak poverty,
  and this charafiteriftic is alfo that of the villages
  we this day paffed through, which make a very
  jniferable appearance. The temple near which
  we were lodged is almoft the only ornament of
  the city, being kept in very good repair notwith-
  standing its extent, and that of its dependencies.
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    In the court-yard oppofite the great hall of
adoration of this temple are two cypreffes, which
are faid to have feen four centuries. One of them
has all its leaves, and is at leaft a foot and a half
in diameter; the top of the other announces
decay. In the ftreet fronting the fore-court ftand
two very large triumphal arches of fuperior work-
manfhip, erefited in honour of the great philo-
fopher to whom the temple is dedicated.
    In the morning our road ceafed to be moun-
tainous; and we afterwards paffed along plains
interfered by a number of rivulets- The vil-
lages and hamlets were become more numerous
than on the preceding days. The road was alfo
 more frequented, both by men and carts which
 paffed us inceffantly.
    2d. This morning we fet off at four o'clock..
    The Mandarin of the city fent me one of his
 old fedan chairs to ferve me during the reft of
 the journey, and till I Ihould have an oppor-
 tunity on my return of taking my own again,
 which was to be repaired in the mean time.
     We were conftantly in the midft of ploughed
 lields, and paffed through feveral wretched vil-
                                                lages.
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lages. At nine o'clock we arrived at the fuburbs
of Yen tcheou-fou, and flopped there to take fomet
tefrefhment. Being carried along the ramparts
on the outride, I could fee nothing of the interior
of the city except a lofty tower. The ramparts
ihemfelves were of confiderable circuit, and kept
in good repair. This place boafts of having
gtven birth to the great Kong-fou-tju (Confucius],
which, makes me prefume that it contains a
temple and other monuments ere&ed in honour
of that celebrated man.
   A t lefs than half a league before our arrival at
Ten-tcheou-fou we croffed a large river, over
which is a very handfome ftone bridge, thirty-
four feet wide, and kept in good repair. I had
no opportunity of feeing or counting the arches.
   Proceeding on our journey at ten o'clock, we
arrived before fun-fet at Quen-chang-chen, in the
fuburbs of which our lodgings were fituated.
   The diftance we travelled to-day was a hun-
dred and forty //, through ploughed fields, in
like manner as the preceding day, but without
having feen any thing curious. The city of
Ouen-chang-chen, which contains a very lofty
tower, is furrounded with handfome walls, almoff.
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Hew. It appears a large place. Over one of
its gates is a handfome edifice two dories high*
as is the cafe with almoft all the gates of Chinefe
oties.
     Setting off at four in the morning, we'
reached at nine the fuburbs of Tong~Jiing-tcheon3
 where we flopped for an hour, at a miferable
 public-houfe, to refrefh and change our bearers.
 We afterwards went through the city in aYight
 line from one gate to another, which includes
 the fpace of five it (half a league) ; but the ftreet
 is more like the common road of a village than
 part of a great city. The houfes, like fhofe
 of poor-hamlets, are built of dry clay, and co-
 vered with roofs of ftraw or turf; many of them
 are, befides, in ruins, and confequently ftill worfe
 than the above defcription. Were it not, in
  fliort, for its ramparts, there would be no con-
  ceiving why Tong-tkg-tckeou affumes the title of a
  city,
     After having left it at fome diftance behind
  us, we paifed a river which at this time was
  almoft dry. Over the bed of it, however, flanks
  a very ancient bridge .of twenty-eight arches,
  and of a form altogether Gothic. Some parts
  of it are built of ftoneand others .of brick; but
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it is fo much damaged above that it no longed
affords a fafe paffage.
   W e afterwards paffed feveral mountains, and
at four o'clock in the afternoon came to the city
of Tong-ngo-chen, where we Were again to change
our Coulis, and where we were conducted to an
handfome conquan* Upon the whole, however,
this city would not be fuperior to its neighbour
 "Tong-ting-tcheou, were it not for the good condi-
tion of its ramparts and its gates, which appear
to have been built but a very few years.
   After paffing through this city we met with
no mountains, but travelled conftantly acrofs a,
plain till half paft eight that we arrived at thet
town of Fong-chmg-eh, having gone one hundred
and fixty // (fixteen leagues).
    This evening the On tcha-tju of the province
came to pay a vifit to the Ambaffador and my-
felf, to afk after our health, and to enquire if he
could be of any ufe to us, haying received orders
from the court of Pe-king to do every thing to
render our journey agreeable. W e expreffed to
him our gratitude for his k,ind attention, and af-
fured him that we had no occafion to trouble him.
After.thisfhqrtpoaverfation he went away.
                                               The
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    The narrative "of our journey may give fome
 idea of the punctuality with which the Em-
 peror's orders for our accommodation on the
.journey were executed; but as the Mandarins'
 had not fufficient authority over the Coulis to
 enfure their obedience, it is eafy to fee to what
 clafs of people we owe the frequent inconve-
 niences we meet with on our road.
    4 th. We'fet off,at a quarter paft three, and at
 half paft eight came to the fuburbs of Yin-png-
 cken, where we changed our bearers. At ten
 o'clock we proceeded on our journey, and paffed
 through that city, where every thing reminded
 us of the two laft, even to the very ramparts^
 fhe only thing that merited obfervatiofj1.
    At eleven o'clock a Mandarin of the blue
 tranfparent button came to meet us on horfe-
 back. His fole intention was to pay his refpe&s
 to us, and he returned as foon as he had fulfilled
 it. He had, no doubt, given orders at the mili-
 tary poft to falute the Ambaffador with three
 guns when he mould pafs; for it was the firft
time that this compliment had been paid him
fince we were travelling over land..
    Half paft four we arrived at the city of Kao*
tang-tcheou, of which we faw only the outfide,
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hut we remarked the ramparts, which were in
 good condition, and an oftagonal tower of twelve
ftories, the higheft I had hitherto feen. Two
triumphal arches were erefted, between which
the garrifon was drawn up in two lines. We
were carried through the ranks, and at each
triumphal arch were faluted with three guns.
     We were conduced to a pretty good houfe in
 the northern fuburhs, whither the Mandarin
 who had paid his compliments to us on horfe-
 back, came to repeat his affurances of confe-
 deration, and to beg us to proceed forty //.
 Wifhing to gratify him in this refpecl we fet off
 again, and at half paft nine came to the town of
 Ji-ou-chan, having travelled at leaft one hundred
 and fixty //.
     All this road was through ploughed land; of
 which the foil, generally fpeaking, is more meagre
 than what we had lately feeu, and confequently
 requires a greater quantity of manure. Cattle
  feemed fcarce in this part of the country; and
 I had already remarked, for fome days before,
 that a great many men and children go out with
 little bafkets and forks to collefir. the dung feat-
 tered upon the road. They then lay it by the
  fide of their houfes, m order to n>ix it with
                                               earth*
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Carth, and thus make a' compoft, with which
they afterwards enrich their fields*
   In feveral fpots of cultivated ground we per*
ceived a number of cedars and groves of cy<
prefs planted found"- fepulchres. It appears the
Chinefe, like the Greeks and Romans, confided
this tree as faered to the dead, no doubt becaufe
its perpetual verdure affords a Ihade under which,
the" wandering manes may refid'e.
    The villages and hamlets that' we met with,
eontinued to make a poor appearance, prefent*
ing no obje£ts to the eye but miferable huts in a
ftate of decay* Even the very pagodas, fituat'ed
tipon level groundj are in general in ruins, and
in a great meafure abandoned. From all the
 obfervatibns we have been able to make on fe*
 veral cities, we are warranted to conclude that
 the greater part of them are nothing but large
 fpaces inclofed with walls, of which a very fmall
 portion is built upon. This wall gives them
 from without an importance which does not
 really belong to them, at' leaft according to Eu-
 ropean ideas.
    In the whole province of Chan-totlg the notife**
 ixt btiilt of dried clay, confequently they cannot
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be very folidj and muft neceffarily fuffer damage
In time of rain. At the fame time", as this
mode of conftrufition is common to the cities as
well as the conntry places, it is by no means
aftoniming that in the former fomuch rubbifli
and fo many ruins fhould be feen.
                                i
   It appears that carts and wheel-barrows arc
the only carriages known in this province, either
for the conveyance of perfons or goods. If the
cart were notfo fmall and hung fo low upon the.
wheels, which are not of more than four feet
diameter, and which are of lingular form, it
might be compared to the Heffian cart; but the
felloes of the wheel are at leaft fix inches deep,
and, in the direction of a whole diameter, is a
large piece of wood, more than fix inches fquare,
croffing the axle, while two other pieces of
wood, fhorter and thinner than that I have juft
fpoken of, crofs it in their turn at right angles,
and are inferted at each end in the correfponding
felloes. The axle, of which the end is fquare,
is let into the firfl: of thefe three pieces, (o that;
 the axle and wheels all turn together. This
 will be rendered more intelligible by the en-
 graving.
        I                                      Thefe
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   Thefe carts in general "are drawn by five oxen,
horfes, or mules; and not unfrequently all thefe
three kinds of cattle are feen harneffed to the
fame carriage. The ftrongeft beaft is placed
between the fhafts, and another is placed abreaft
of him, while the remaining three go before,
at the end of long poles. The driver direfits
them with his voice, without making ufe of a
bridle. Sometimes, however, he enforces with
the long whip the orders that are not readily at-
tended to, or executed with fufficient promp-
titude.
   For fome day's pair. I have feen large flocks of
flieep led into the fields to feed. They feemed
very common in this part of the country.
   5th. We fet off at five o'clock, and in the
courfe of the morning paffed through Ngken-chen.
This city bears evident marks of decay in every
part except in the walls round it, which are
new, and in a magnificent gate, over which is an
edifice two ftories high, loaded with ornaments,
and covered with yellow varnifhed tiles.
   At two in the afternoon we came to the
fuburbs of Te-tcheou, where we took a flight
repaft and changed our Coulis. There is nothing
                       M 3                  curious
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curious in the city except the tower. The
jjreets are bad, the houfes plain and mean-, but
the wall or rampart is here again in a good {rate
of repair.
    On Jeaying Te-tcfaou, we paffed a great river,
the banks of which were crouded with at leaft
three hundred veffels, although there is but a
ifnajl depth of water.* Thefe veffels were almoft
all loaded with rice, were deftined for Pe-kwgs
 and were lying here, as in a place of refuge,
 againft the breaking up of the ice,
    Towards the eyenjng we paffed; put of the
 province we had been travelling through into
 that of Tche-li, and aj; ejght o'clock reached our
 lodgings in the fuburbs of King-tcheou, having
 travelled this day one hundred and ilxty //.
    P.uring the morning our road lay over uneven,
 ground, but in the afternoon we came to a flat
 country. The foil feemed poor, and the villages
 ajnd hamlets made a wretched appearance.
     6th. We fet off at four o'clock, and at half
  paft eight reached the city of Fau-cJdng-cken,
  where we breakfafted, and) were delayed till
  twejye o'clock by the time loft in changing
                                              Cottlk*
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-Coulls. In regard to this the conduct of the
 Mandarin of the city was deemed fo extraordi-
nary by our fecond conductor, that he thought
^proper to pay him publicly with a few cuffs,
 which foreboded that he would lofe his place
 into the bargain. We found it impoflible to
 arrive at Hien-then before eight o'clock in the
 evening. It was expefited that we mould go on,
 but the arrangements refpecting Couth having de-
 layed us, his Excellepcy preferred paffing the
 night there.
    We travelled this day a hundred and ten H
 (ten leagues) over a ftat country.
     One of our conductors fent us this evening, in
  the name of the old Mandarin of Chan-tong, two
  red furred cloaks for the Ambaffador and me,
 and twenty-feven other felijfes for the reft of the
  gentlemen and perfons of our fuite. Every one
  of us heartily welcomed a prefent of the value
  of which we were made highly fenfible by the
  cold, which was become very fevere, efpeciajjy
  in the morning.
     Our lodgings and fupper were here equally
  bad.
                       M4                       7th.
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   7th. We fet off at three o'clock in the morn-
ing by moon-light, which enabled us to fee that
the city of Hien-chen was in very bad condition,
and that in every part of it houfes of baked clay
were lying in ruins upon the ground.
   At three quarters paft eight we reached Ho-
kien-fou, where we were received in a public
edifice, the grandeur of which infpired the mind
with awe, Breakfaft and a change of Coulis were
the occafion of this halt. Notwithftanding the
beauty of this edifice, the town is rather a heap
of ruins than an inhabited place ; and although
it is claffed among the cities of the firft rank, not
a quarter of the fpace it occupies is built upon.
   I was defirous of knowing the caufe of its
being in this deferted ftate, and was told, that at
the time of the great inundations which did fo
much damage in the province during the pre-
ceding year, this town had been overflowed, and
had fuffered exceedingly.
    At eleven o'clock we proceeded on our
journey, and met with feveral pagodas entirely
 in ruins. Several rivers and ftreams interfered
lour route till eleven o'clock, when we came to
                                                  the
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the town of Lin-chon-Jing, where we took new
bearers to carry us fixty // further on.      *
    It was eight o'clock before we fet off. We
paffed a lake of confiderable extent, in the
midft of which the road paffes in a iteaight
line, which takes an hour and a half's good
walking. In that fpace we paffed over nine
•ftone bridges, and through a village built upon
 an ifland feated in the midft of the lake. At
 half paft one in the morning we came to Hiong-
 chen, where, without getting any fupper, we
 took a little reft in a miferable inn, after a day's
journey of a hundred and eighty li. Our gen-
 tlemen not finding a relay of horfes at the laft
 ftage, were obliged, in order to get on, to put up
 with common carts. Fortunately our journey
 draws towards an end, for- fuch fatigue would
 foon become infupportable in fo fevcre a feafoa,
     8th. We fet off at half paft four, and paffed
 through the city of Hiong-chen, which is of conll*
 derable magnitude, and makes a better appear-
  ance than thofe that had preceded it. Our road lay
  through a country entirely flat, and at half paft
  eleven we arrivedat the city of Sin-ching-chen, where
  we were conducted to a moft wretched public-
  houfe. I refuted to enter it, in confequence of
                                                which
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which we turned back, and were carried to a
handf&ne public edifice at a little diftatice,
where his Excellency had already flopped j
becaufe, upon my expre"fimg a repugnance to
alight at the wretched place where I had arrived
before the reft of the party, fomebody had gone
to meet his Excellency, in order that he might
be conduced to that afylum.
   We took there a dim of tea and fome fruit,
and then, changing our bearers, fet off again at a
quarter paft one, palling through the city, which
was diftinguiflied by nothing curious, and was not
even deferving to be compared to a Dutch village.
   We continued our journey through a flat
country of little fertility 5 and at three quarters
paft fix came to the fuburbs of Tfo-tchmu, where
we found an excellent Conquan. As to fupper
we were obliged to content ourfelves with eggs
and a little rice. The day's journey was a
hundred and ten U. The other gentlemen,
thanks to the carts, did not arrive till a little
before eleven, complaining bitterly of their dif-
agreeable vehicles.
   9th. At three o'clock in the morning we
were again upon the road. We paffed through
                                               ike
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the city of Tfo-tcheou, which we judged to be
very commercial from the great number of fhops
it contained. About half way through it was a
large building, ftanding over an arched gateway,
thirty-fix paces wide in the clear. This is,
doubtlefs, the place where the commandant of
the town takes his ftation in cafe of an attack,
 in order to extend his view over every quarter,
 and to give his orders in confequence. After
 leaving the town we paffed over a handfome
 ftone bridge, about thirty feet wide, and nine
 hundred and fixty paces long. In the middle it
  is arched for about two hundred yards, while
  the two ends or extremities have no perceptible
  rife. Not being able to fee the fide of the
  bridge while I was paffing over it, it was im-
  poilible for me to count the arches, and the fear
  of lofing time did. not permit me to flop.
      In the afternoon we paffed two other bridges,
   alfo of ilone, one two hundred, the other .a hun*
   dred yards long.
      The ground we went over was broken, and of
   a fterile appearance, while mountains clofed our
   profpefit to the weftward.
                                                  At
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    At half part nine we came to Liang-Mang-cheft,
a very miserable city, through which we paffed
after having flopped an hour at a wretched inn
•while waiting for other bearers. Without the
town is a tower of fix ftories, the only thing
worthy of remark. W e afterwards paffed through
ho-ko-ki-ou, a place confiding of one very long
ftreet, full of mops. Its numerous population
announces a great trade; Thence we proceeded
to the little city Fee-ch'mg-fe, a place of handfome
appearance, becaufe its walls,* its houfes, and its
gates are k.ept in good repair.
   Near this city is a bridge of hewn ftone of un-
common beauty. Its length is two hundred and
fixteen paces, and at each end ftands an open
pavilion, the roofs of which are of yellow var-
ruQied tiles. In the centre of thefe pavilions are
ftones bearing infcriptions in honour of the ar-
chitect of the bridge. The river, which is very
wide at this place, was frozen to a great .depth. •
   A little beyond the bridge is a large and noble
fquare edifice, with a double roof, alfo covered
with yellow varniihed tiles, and decorated with
a great number of ornaments. It is a temple
erefted by the Emperor to one of the gods by
whom he thinks himfelf protected. W e there
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met with whole troops of dromedaries, either
going towards the capital or returning thence,
I had already feen a few in the morning, but
thefe laft were exceedingly numerous. Many
of them were carrying charcoal, but their load
was fo fmall that I was perfectly aftonifhad
at it.
    At fome diftance beyond Fee-ehing-fe we paflfed
 a great valley of fand, where our bearers found
 it very laborious walking. When at the end of
 it, we came to the paved road which continues
to the gates of Pe-king, that is to fay, a diftance
 of fifteen li (a league and a half). At the begin-
 ning of the road ftands a noble triumphal arcfi
 of ftone, with three paffages, magnificently de-
 corated with a variety of ornaments. A little
 on one fide of this gate, and at the fifth li from
 the beginning of the road, are two uniform pa-
 vilions/ of a fquare form, double roofed, wifli
 yellow varniftied tiles, and ornamented in parts
 with fculpture well executed and entirely gilt,
 The light of the fun ftriking upon the roofs
  produced a fplendid effect, and refleSed the
  rnoft brilliant rays from the buildings.. They
  are preferred with the greater! care.
                                          I eiHraate
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    I eftimate the width of the pavement at thirty
feet. It is compofed of maffes of a heavy and;
hard ftone, twelve feet long by fourteen inches
"broad, and as much thick. This road is well
contrived for the continual pafiage of carts car-
rying heavy loads, and but for its extraordinary
fblidity" would have been ruined long ago.
    It is fcarcely poflible to imagine the immenfe
number of dromedaries, horfes, carts, and mules
we met upon the road, or the furpriiing fenfatioa
the whole view excited in our minds. It an-
nounced in the moft ftriking manner the vicinage
of the Imperial refidence*
    At three o'clock, being at no great diftancg
 from the city, we were taken into a pagoda*
 to wait for the return of our conductors, who
 had gone on the evening before to inform the
 Prime Minifter of our approach. Our conduc-
 tors not returning after the lapfe of an hour, we
 were again feated in our palanquins in order to
 proceed. We obferved on the road fide, at a
 fmall diftancefrom the gate, an octagonal tower,
 divided into two portions, the lower of which
 confided of only one ftory, while the upper on<3
 was of thirteen* a mode of conflrudtion alto-
 gether novel to me.
                                                At
         EMBASSY fO CHINA IN 1 7 9 4 — ^ .      l<}$
    At half paft four we came to- the gate of the
 fuburbs of Pe-king> On entering them I was
 furprized to find that the ftreet was without
 any pavement, while there was fo fine a one in
 the highway without. This ftreet, which runs
 in a ftraight line, is more than a hundred feet
 wide.
    The houfes, which ftand On both fides, are
 equally deftitute of regularity in form and po-
 fition 5 and the very fmall number of handfomfc
'Ihops to be met with frequently ftand nest to
  miferable hovels.
     After having proceeded along this ftreet for
  about three quarters of an hour in an eaftern di-
  re£tion, and having followed another that turned
  off to the north for about ten minutes, we ar-
  rived at the gate of the city of Ckun-Ung-fou, or
  Pe-king, fometimes called alfo King-tching. The
  fuburbs are called Agauy-lau-tching.
     The gate of Pe-king, like that of its fuburbs, is
  guarded externally by a baftion of femi-circular
  form, the paffage through which is defended by
  four very ft,rong gates, thickly plated with iron,
  and occurring in the fpace of twenty-four yards,
  that being the. thicknefs of the baftion.
                                   4             The
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   The entrance of the city itfelf, through the
ramparts, is, on the contrary, only protefted by a
fingle door plated with iron, though the length'
of the paffage is no lefs than thirty paces. Above
the ramparts, at the place where they overlook
the entrance of the city, is an edifice of the-form
©f an oblong fquare, of three ftories, and, ac-
cording to my eftimate, of at leaft fixty_ feet in
breadth. Each ftory has twelve fmall embra-
fiares for cannon.
   We had not proceeded far through this gate
when the Coulis fet us down in the ftreet, no
doubt to wait for orders as to the place whither
we were to be conveyed : this at leaft I thought
I perceived to be the cafe. In effecl; fuch
orders came a few minutes afterwards, directing
us to be taken back to the fuburbs, which was
accordingly done. As foon as we got out of the
town the gates were fhut upon us, as is con-
ftantly the cuftom at fun-fet.
    We were carried a little way beyond the
 gates of. the city to a Conquan or public-houfe
 generally frequented by carmen, fome of whofe
horfes we perceived already in the (tables. In-
 dignant at treatment fo little conformable to
 the chara$er of an Ambaffador, and finding
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his Excellency impreffed with the fame fenti-
ment, I infilled on being carried to better lodg-
ings, but was told in anfwer that no better were
to be had.
   Shortly after two of the Mandarins, our con-
dufitors, came to tell us that they had announced
our arrival to the Prime Minifter ; that lodgings
were prepared for us in the city, but that we
could not occupy them till the next day, becaufe
the gates were Abut.
    They made us many apologies for the badnefs
 of our inn, afluring us that it was impoffible to
 find another in all the fuburbs, and adducing, as
 a proof of their affertions, the neceffity they were
 under of taking refuge there themfelves. We
 were confequently obliged to fubmit.
    The Mandarins ordered fome viands to be
 brought us cooked in the Chinefe way, but we
 contented ourfelves with a 'little fruit; and,
 after a day's journey of more than a hundred
 and twenty li (twelve leagues), found ourfelves
 obliged to fleep in our clothes upon the floor.
 Our other gentlemen were not more fortunate in.
 their way of paffing the night.
    VOL. 1/                  N                  Thus,
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    Thus, o,n our arrival at th.e celebrated refi4
dence of the Emperor, were we lodged in a kind*
of ftable! Who could haye eXpe&ed fuch, aft
adventure! No where, in the whole .courfe o£
our journey by land, did we experience fo many
inconveniences as in the province of Tche-lu
    10th. Early in the morning all the perfons
attached to the Embafly, who alfo put up laffc
night at a ftable, to fay nothing of the two pre-*
ceding ones, which they pafled in carts, came to
join us. As foon as the gates were open our
 conductors went again into town, and returned
 at nine o'clock, bringing with them carts for his
 Excellency and me. They begged us to get in that
 we might be conveyed to our proper lodgings,
 whither the reft of the perfons of the Embafly
 would repair in the carts in which they had tra*
 veiled. We accordingly feated ourfelves in our
 new vehicles.
    They are only intended to carry a fingle
 perfon. The outfide is neat and covered with
 cloth, and in the fides are little windows* by
 means of which the perfon within can fee every
 thing while fitting on a cufliion laid in the
 bottom of the carriage, according to the Chinefe
 euftom.
                                             Thus
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  - Thus feated we were carried through the
city, followed " by the whole diplomatic. train.
The ftreet, which is as wide as that of the
fuburbs, is paved in the middle for the width of»
about thirty feet. The houfes are only one or
at moft two ftories high, agreeably to the ufage
in China, and like thofe of the fuburb are not
built in a regular line, which hurts the eye ex-
ceedingly ; but this alfo is a Chinefe prejudice.
   In general-, however, the houfes in the city
have a refpe&ability of appearance of which
thofe in the fuburbs cannot boaft, and there are
even fhops of which the fronts are decorated
with carvings or fculpture in wood or ftone,
and gilt ot vamiflied from top to bottom»
The ftreet, even in the parts > that were not
paved, was covered with tents, under which
the fhopkeepers difplayed all that the loom cam
produce, as well as provifions and goods of every
other kind, which gave it, to us, exactly the ap-
pearance of a fair j and the great concourfe of
people, aflembled in European towns on- fuch
joccafions, is an additional trait of refemblance.
This fpeftacle, the noife of carriages, horfes,
mules, and dromedaries; the affemblage of fp
many men and animals $ the appearance of new
ilrefles, manners-, and faeesj every thing, ift
                      N%                     ihqrt,
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  ftort, put in its claim upon my curiofity, and *
  captivated my attention.
      After driving for a quarter of an' hour whh coiv
"fiderable rapidity, we palled a noble ftone bridge
-of five arches, built over a fpot where the water
-was frozen. From this bridge we had a fine.
  view of part of the edifices compofing the Irri-
  perial palace, which was at no great dHtancV,
  and through which the water under ,the bridge
  takes its courfe. A few minutes after quitting
  this bridge, at each end of which is a large and
  handfome triumphal arch, built of wood, with
J
  three gateways, our little carts flopped in a
••narrow ftreet, where our lodgings were fituated.
•We were immediately going to alight, but were
 requefted to wait in our carriages becaufe the
 houfe was inconfufion, there not having been time
}
  to put it in order. We were ftrangely aftoniflied
 '•at this propoiition, and were again obliged tQ
  recur to our great remedy—patience.
 '''''After waiting an hour we were requefted to
 •alight and walk into the houfe. We found it
 paffable, and pretty well laid out, but in the
  Chinefe way, that is to fay, all divided into little
  apartments, and, befides, badly fwept, and co-
  vered with duft. As foon as each of us knew
                                                 what
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what apartment he was to occupy the fervants
were employed in making them- more decent,
and in cleaning the floors and benches. We-
had mats laid over the former, which were of
ft one, but in the mean time we fuffered much
from the feverity of the cold, and although we-
expreffed our fenfibility ill that refpe£t, it was an
age before we could, obtain a little fire, or
procure the other things that we were moft in
want of. Nothing was to be found without a
great deal of trouble, and upon our expreffing
our aftonimment at this want of preparation,
the apology was that we were not expected
before New Year's Day. , Such was the confe-
quences of a letter difpatched by our nrft con-
ductor to the Foo-tcfang-tang, ten or twelve days
 ago, in which he told him, that being overtaken
by bad weather, it was probable our journey to
 Pe-king could not be brought to a termination by
the appointed time. The arrangement of our
 lodgings had therefore been deferred. It feems,
however, that as we were expected, it would
have been more prudent and more decent at the
 fame time not to have put it off till the laft
 moment. On the other hand it rauft be con-
 feffed that two hours fufHce to arrange every
 thing in a Chinefe houfe, and they had no idea
 of preparing it for us in the European fafhion.
                          N3                     Not-
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Jtfotwithftanding all we fuffered from the cold,
we were obliged with our own hands to put every
thing in order that we wiihed to be fo.
   One thing remarkably fortunate is our all
arriving at Pe-king in good health. A ftrong
argument may be thence., drawn in favour
of our conftitutions, fince they refitted focb,
fevere and fuch long continued fatigue.
Our five gentlemen, and M. Petit-Pierre, the
mechanift, travelled from a hundred and twenty
to a hundred and eighty 11 (from twelve to eigh-
teen leagues) a day for eighteen days fucceffively
on horfes, whofe frequent falls kept them in con-
tinual fear of breaking an arm or a leg. There
being afterwards a want of horfes, they were
obliged to travel in carts, too ihort for them to
lie down, and too narrow to hold two perfons,
though two were often obliged to get into them,
becaufe the number of individuals exceeded that
of the carts, of which the only coveiing confided
of a mat of bamboo. Add to this an encreafing
intenfity of cold, both becaufe we were going
northward, and becaufe the winter feafon ad-
vanced; and fome judgment may be formed of
the cruel hardibip of fetting off at fo early aq
hour of the morning, efpecially at the end of
our journey, which was hurried on more than
                                               the
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the preceding part. One week more, and we
ihould probably have been the victims of fick*
nefs, or at leaft of confiderable indifpofition; for
every one of us already difcovered fymptoms of
an impaired ftate of health, though none of m
were pofitively ill. The want of reft, the change'
of aliments, and the privation of thofe which
long habit had rendered neceffary to us, had
diminifhed the corpulence of the whole party.
To give a better idea of this, I can truly fay that
the circumference of my body was diminifhed at
leaft five inches.
    Thanks to him who watches over every thing;
not one of thofe is miffing at the ultimate period
of our deftination who fet off with the hope of
reaching it.
    My obfervation applies alfo to our Chinefe
 fervants, for they are ftill more fenfible of cold
than Europeans; and as their ears are particu-
larly fubjecl: to be froft bitten, thefe inhabitants
 of the fouth have wifely imitated the example of
their northern countrymen, by covering them
with caps lined with fur. They took this pre-
 caution from our firft entrance into the province
 of Chm-tong, and by thefe means preferved the
organ of hearing from all accident.
                        1$ 4                      As
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    As it was prefumed that we mould -have no-
dinner cooked, a great number of difhes were
brought from the Imperial kitchen, which al-
layed our hunger while our little arrangements
were making, and viftuals were providing. As
a fpecimen of the latter, the viands that were to
compofe our fupper were furnifhed us immedi-
ately after.
    Chairs, tables, and a kind of brafiers to warm
 our apartments, according to the cuftom of the
 country, were alfo brought us. By means of
 ihefe fuccours, we were enabled to wait with-
 out impatience for the hour of repofe.
    In the afternoon we received the individual
 congratulation of feveral Mandarins upon our
 arrival, and our iirft conductor came to acquaint
 us, on the part of the Prime Minifter, that his
 Imperial Majefty would on the 12th receive his
 Excellency and me, as well as all the perfons of
 the fuite, and that we muft all keep ourfelves in
 readinefs againft that day.
     At an early hour we took a light fupper, and
  then retired to reft, in order to overcome our
  fatigue by a found and grateful ileep, an enjoy-
  ment we had been deprived of ever fince we had
                             X                ceafed
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ceafed to travel by water, and confequently for
a whole month.
   i ith. His Majefty fent a fine fturgeon by tw»
principal Mandarins as a prefent to the Ambaf-
fador. It was at leaft twelve feet long, weighed
two hundred pounds, and was entirely frozen.
It was a mark of diftinguiftied favour, that fhh
being referved for the Emperor, and fuch of his
favourites as eat it* receiving it from him. Great
care was taken to relate to us all thefe particu-
 lars, and to add, that his Majefty treated us
more favourably than the English who came laft,
 year to Pe-king, fince fo fignal an honour was
 never conferred upon them. According to the
 cuftom of the country, his Excellency and I per-
 formed the falute of honour to the Emperor, by
 way of expreffing our gratitude both for his at-,
 tention and his magnificent prefent.
    In the morning, feveral other principal Man-
'darins came to remind us again that it was the
 Emperor's defire to fee u.s the next day, and to
 tell us to repair in confequence to the palace at
 five o'clock in the morning. As the greater
 part of our baggage was not arrived, and none
 #f our gentlemen had with them proper clothes
                                                to
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to appear in, we informed the Mandarins of
thefe circumftances, and requefted that, in con-
fideration of the prefent deplorable ftate of their
wardrobe, they might be excufed from attend-
ing us to court. This reafon, however plaufible,"
had no effect The Mandarins made anfwer,
that his Imperial Majefty was well acquainted
with our iituation; that he did not want to fee our
clothes, but our perfons, in order to be fully con-
vinced that we enjoyed perfect health after fa
fatiguing a journey, and that he required us all ta
appear at court. Seeing no means of eluding
this requeft, we at laft promlfed that we would
all mew ourfelves, and with this afiurance the
Mandarins retired well fatisfied.
    Afterwards came other Mandarins in the name
of the Voo-tchang-tang, or Prime Minifter, to afk
 for a French translation of the letter written by
 the Commiflaries General of Batavia to the
 Emperor. I made one, as well as of the lift'of
 prefents, and both were given to our firft con-
 ductor, in order to their being delivered to the
 Prime Minifter. Probably it was intended to
 have this tranflation tranflated into Chinefe by the
 French Miffionaries at Pe-king, in order to com-
 pare it with that which the merchants of Canton
                                                made
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made after my Englifh verfion, and which was
annexed to the duplicate fent from Batavia, and
forwarded by the Tfong~!ou.
   From all thefe fa£ts an inference may be drawn
of the fear entertained by the depofitaries of the
public authority in regard to the real contents
of the letter, and at the fame time this fear is
a proof of their conviction that reafons of com-
plaint exift, fince they are fo much in dread of a
complaint being made.
    We lived again very abftemioufly this day;
for little or nothing was to be got. Our provi-
fions were brought fo late, that we did not dine
till the afternoon was far advanced. We found
befides that our repaft in the capital was full as
bad as upon the road. Every moment we have
frefla caufe of aftonifhment, and new reafons to
perceive how very erroneous were the opiniona
 we had formed of the Chinefe nation.
    This morning at five o'clock we repaired in
 carts, and efcorted by feveral Mandarins, to the
 palace, which I was furprifed to find at only a
 few minutes walk; from our hotel. We were
 defired to alight in the fquare in front of the
 weft gate. . As it was exceedingly cold, we were
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not kept waiting in the open air according to
the ufual etiquette, but were conduced to a
fmall apartment, which had been previoufly
warmed, and with the mean appearance of
which we were much ftruck. At a quarter paft
fix we were carried back to the fquare to wait
for the arrival of the Emperor, to whom, while
on his way, we were to prefent the addrefs fent
from Batavia by the CommirTaries General of
the Dutch Company. This part of the cere-
monial was alfo a fubje£t of furprize, becaufe we
expected to deliver the letter in one of the rooms
of the palace.
    At leaft twenty times were we made to change*
 our place and fituation, being conftantly fur-
 rounded by an infinite number of fpe£t.ators. In
 the midft of thefe were alfo the numerous Am-
baffadors of feveral nations bordering upon the
Empire; that is to fay, of Corea, of Thibet, and
 of the Mogul and Manckoo Tartars, who crouded
round us with a curiofity as great as that of the
 Cbinefe. In the prefs was a confiderable nun>
 ber of Mandarins, diftinguiflied by their particu-
 lar dreffes and different inftgnia. I confefs I was
 much ftruck, both with the concourfe of curious
 fpe£tators, and with the confufion that prevailed
 among them to fuch a degree, that any one
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rnight have imagined himfelf in the midft of a
favage nation, that had never entertained the leafl:
idea of civilization. It wastheri that I recollected
the boafted tribunal of the Lifiou, or of rites
and ufages, and that I afked myfelf, upon feeing
no figns of order, but a real chaos, on what occa-
fion it was that it exercifed its punctilious and
rigid influence ?—A fine fubjecl for reflection, if
we had not been freezing, while gazing on the
fcene.
    A man muft have been witnefs to fuch an oc-
currence in order to form the leaft idea of it;
but from my perfonal experience, I could never
have believed that things could have been in
 fuch a ftate of difturbance at the court of the
 Chinefe Monarch.
    At length, after another half hour's expecta-
 tion, the Emperor came from out of the weft gate
 of the palace, feated in a yellow palanquin lined
 with filk, and carried by eight bearers only.
    When his Majefty approached, we were or-
 dered to kneel down, the Ambaffador holding up
 with both hands the gilt box in which was the
 addrefs for the Monarch. When he had advanced
 as far as us, the Emperor made his bearers ftop^
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and the Fohlio-tayen, or Second Minifter, who
was walking by the fide of the palanquin, came*
and took the box from the hands of his Excel-
lency, and carried it to* the Emperor. On this
we all performed the falute of honour, by bow-
ing the head three times to the ground three
times over.
   The falute being finifhed, his Majefty ad*
drefTed himfelf to the AmbafTador, enquired aftet
his health, and that of all the perfons of his
fuite, afked the age of our Prince, that of the
AmbafTador, and, laftly, whether we did not fuffer
from-the cold, probably becaufe he was furprifed
at not feeing us in furred clothes. The Ambaffa-
dor's anfwers being conveyed to him through the
medium of the Interpreter, the bearers proceeded,
and we made a fingle inclination of the head,
after which we arofe*
   The Emperor was carried ftraight forwar4
to the weftward, into a garden belonging
to his palace, where there is a very large
pond, and whither we were conduced on foot,
in the midft of the croud, and with fuch ra-
pidity, that it was the next thing to running.-
Each of us was taken under the arm by a Man-
darin, and dragged along in a manner whjehy
                                               in
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 In our country, would be confidered as charao-
 •teriftic of the greateft incivility and rudenefs,
  though here it could only be regarded as a tefti*
  mony of zeal and attention.
 \    When his Imperial Majefty came to the edger
   of the pond, he got out of his chair or palanquin,
   apd feated himfelf in an armed chair placed
   upon a fled. This fled, trimmed with a yellow
   fluff, and loaded with ornaments, particularly
   with gilt dragons on its fides, paffed over the
   ice to the other fide of the pond, whence his
   Majefty and. his two Minifters repaired into a
   faloon to breakfaft, and expedite certain affairs
   of ftate.
       We alfo were taken to an apartment, wher®
   his Majefty had ordered breakfaft to be pre-
    pared for us. It was fo wretched a place, that
    if a fimjlar one had been propofed to us during
, our journey, we fhould fcarcely have deigned to
    accept it. We were then defired to fit down
    upon cushions on the floor, by the fide of little
    tables, like the Chinefe; but this being evi-
    dently inconvenient to us from want of habit, we
    were conduced to a pavilion of handfome ap-
   pearance, fituated in a walled garden. There
    *ve were put into a little, room, hardly better
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  than that we had" left; but at any rate it con-
  tained benches and. old tables,, on which we fet
 "our breakfaft.
      The paper panes in the windows inflead of
 'glafs intercepting the light, candles were brought
  in. The candlefticks were clumfy wooden ones,
  and the reft of the furniture was fuch as exa£&y
  to remind us of a guard-houfe in our owft
  country.
      On looking around us, we Were ftruck witk.
  the greateft aftonifhment, of which-we only got
  the better to reflect,, that being received in fuch
  apartments in the Imperial palace,, we had had
  little reafon to complain of the bad lodgings to
  which we had fometitrjes been taken on the road.
  We concluded alfo, upon' making the fame
  eomparifon, that the hotel in which we were
  lodged at Pe-king was a magnificent place of
  abode. This picture will perhaps accord ill with
  the brilliant accounts that the Miffionaries have
  fent to Europe of this capital, and of the palace
  of the Emperor; but I paint what I fee, and
.what (I repeat it again) I fo little expected to
  fee, that nothing but by own eyes could have
  convinced me of its reality.
                                                After
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    After breakfaft, during which his Majefty
twice fent us delicacies from his own table, a
proof of our being very high in his good graces,
We were carried back again over the ice, on
which we found a great number of people
fkating'. Their fkates only differ from thofe of
Europe in this* that inftead of terminating before .
in a curve, they have at their extremity a piece
of iron Handing up at a right angle*
    As the Chinefe had heard that our gentlemen,
knew how to fkate, feveral Mandarins of confe-
quence infilled upon one of our fervants-going
 to fetch their fkates. When they were brought,
 Meffrs. Van Braam and Dozy got upon the ice,
 and gave the Mandarins, and afterwards the
 Emperor himfelf, a fpecimen of the European
 mode of fkating. They were much admired,
 and attracted a great concourfe of fpefirators-.
     After we had remained half an hour upon the
 ice, his Majefty came and feated himfelf upon
 the fled, which again croffed the pond. I per-
  ceived that he gave orders for our being placed
 near him, that we might have a better view
  of the performances of the fkaters. At the fame-
  inftant a whole troop of thefe came from a con-
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fiderable diftance, running dire&ly towards the
Emperor; and, as if they had not the art of
flopping themfelves with their heels, as Euro-
peans do when going at full fpeed, thefe Chi-
nefe, unable to check their rapidity, let them-
felves fall upon the ice as foon as they came
 clofe up to the fled, in order that they might not
run over the Emperor. When the race of the
 firfl: body of fkaters was over, the fled was drawn
 to another place, where a gate made of bamboo
 had been ere6ted, having a leathern ball fufpended
 in the centre. Here again care was taken to place
 us clofe to the Emperor, that we might fee every
 thing without obftacle, his Majefiy turning his
 head round repeatedly to look at us,
     Prefently we faw foldiers approach, two by
  two, who flcated over the ice with bows and
  arrows in their hands, and fhot, one at the
  leathern ball, and the other at a kind of hat, of
  leather alfo, laid upon the ice at a little diftance
  from the gate. They were followed by a com-
  pany of little boys, armed likewife with bows
   and arrows, of which they made the fame ufe as
   the foldiers. This exercife was performed with
   great order,' and almoft all were dexterous
   enough to hit the mark, though they moved with
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great rapidity, and put themfelves into all the
elegant attitudes of European archers. - The
children fhewed particular dexterity.
    While this diverfion" was going on, I had an
opportunity of obferving that the pond we were
.ftanding on is a continuation of the water over
which the noble bridge is built that we paffed
the day before yefterday. It was in fight of us,
as well as feveral other diftinQ: edifices, that are
dependencies of the palace. In the midft of the
pond is a fmall rocky ifland, with a handiome
hexagonal pavilion upon it, whither the Em-
peror fometimes goes, during the fummer, to
amufe himfelf with fifhing.
    Thefe lingular exercifes being at an end, his
Majefty returned to the palace, through which
we paffed with the croud, in order to go and
pay our refpecls to the Voo-tchong-tang, who, as
 Prefident of the Tribunal of Adminiftration, has,
within the walls of the palace, and in the edifice
fet apart for the courts of juftice, a variety of
 apartments, in which he gives audience, accord-
 ing to the rank of the perfons introduced, while
 for his family and houfehold he has a private
 hotel, fitua.ted without the precinfts of the Im-
 perial abode.
                         O 2                     We
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    We were introduced to this Mandarin,
 by whom we were very kindly received.
 H e enquired ?fter the health of each of us,
 alked if our laborious journey had not fatigued
 us, and if we did not feel cold without furred
 clothes.
    After our anfwers had been conveyed to him
 through the medium of M. Agie, we took our
 leave, and were conduced back to our hotel*
 where we arrived at ten o'clock. The Imperial
 palace, which contains within its inner walls
 the buildings appropriated to the Six Tribunals
 of the Empire ; namely, 1. that of the Ly-pou, or
 Adminiftration of the Regency of State ; 1. that
 of the Hou-Jiou, or Treafury; 3. that of the Li-Jiou,
 or of Rites and Ceremonies; 4. that of the Ping-
Jiou, or Military Council; q. that of the Hong-Jiou>
 or of Juftice ; and, laftly, that of the Cong-jiou,
 or of General Police , is in itfelf a fort of little
 city, furrounded with a very lofty wall, through
which there are a variety of gates.
    In the interior of the palace there are hundreds
 of edifices, which make a magnificent appear-
ance on the outfide, and which are ornamented
with pieces of fculpture. Thefe buildings are
befide richly gilt, and farther embellilhed by a
                                                 red
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red or green varnifh of the Japan kind.          The
roofs are covered with yellow tiles.
   Through the palace runs a winding canal,
which is vifible in fome places, while in
others it difappears under the buildings. The
paffages and the fquares are all neatly paved
with hewn {tone. We perceived at a diftance
other edifices, in no refpecl inferior to thefe *as to
 external beauty; but we alfo faw, in paffing
along feveral places, and between great mafles
 of building, the moft miferable hovels and heaps
 of dirt, which were ill concealed by walls. The
 apartments in which we were received by the firll
 Minifter were far from anfwering to the import-
 ance of fo great a man. The rooms are fo fmall,
 that there is not a common tradefman's houfe in
 Holland which does not contain handfomer and
 more fpacious apartments ; and they were fo full
 of people of all ranks, that it was not without
 difficulty that we made our way through them.
 Nor was any great decorum preferved; mailers
 and fervants were Handing promifeuoufly; and
 the latter, that they might the better gratify
 their curiofity by a fight of us, pufhed afide the
 Mandarins without ceremony, and placed fhem-
 felves before them. Every thing we faw ap-
 peared to us inconceivable, and would no doubt
                          O 3                    have
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have feemed fo to any one who could have been
witnefs of this affemblage.
   The gate of the palace through which we
entered is itfelf a large building with three paf-,
fages, the middle one being the wideft and moft
lofty. Each paffage has a wooden door ftrength-
ened by plates of iron, with yellow brafs knobs,
upon them, placed at about fourteen inches
from one another, and difpofed in the fame order
as the fquares of a chefs-board. Thefe doors,
and in general thofe of all the Imperial buildings,
are painted red, and in all of them the middle
paffage is referved for the Emperor alone, while
thofe on the fides are for the Mandarins and pri->
vate individuals. The length of the paffage
under the gate-way is forty-two of my paces, and
is very handfomely arched over head. Upon
the rampart over the gate is a building in the
form of an oblong fquare, two ftories high, and
refembling in its conftruclion, roof, and orna-
ments, thofe of the interior of the palace.
   On coming out of this paffage, we found our*
felves in a vaft fquare, paved and furrounded by
buildings erefted without the leaft regard to
order or regularity. Each of thefe buildings,
fpme of which are dependencies of the chief
                                         tribunals,
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 tribunals, is furrounded with its own wall. Two
 only on the left hand of the entrance have their
facades and windows looking immediately into
 the fquare. The walls enclofing thefe different
 buildings form right lines in the interior of the
 palace, each running in the direction of one of
 the four cardinal points of the compafs.
     Here I mult beg leave to add, in regard to
  the exercife of the fkates, of which we were
  this day fpefitators, that - it takes place annually,
  in prefence of the Emperor.
      It appears alfo that it is the only day on which
  fkates are ufed; for neither before nor after did I
  ever fee a fingle flcater in China, although I have
   often feen fleds at the different times I have been
   upon the ice,
      This afternoon the two pieces of mechanifm
   intended for the Emperor were brought to us,
   that we might fee if nothing about them was
   deranged.      We found the upper part very
   much damaged, which did not aftonifh us,
   lince once on the road, and in the prefence
   of our Gentlemen, the Coulis let them fall
    upon the frozen ground. As no Mandarin's
    fervant has taken the leaft care of them,
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we have reafon to fear left all the reft fhould b4
fai the fame fiate.
  - Although we were liable to no reproach'in
this refpecl:, the whole having been put into the
feands of the Mandarins at Canton in the -beft
order poffible, arid packed up in their prefenW,
it was not the lefs mortifying that fuch diftin-
guiihed prelent^-oompofed pf'-the moft finiflked
pieces of wOTbrnanmip' (as -their • defcriptiort-fe
the nipple'meiit -and 'the drawings will fheto),
fhould be no longer in a prefentable ftate:'' It-is
true our mechanift declared that he was able to
repair them; biit we were in doubt if our Itay
would be-fufficiently long for him to have'4ime
 to finifh the job. We therefore- refolved to' be
 guided by -circumftances. -
   13th. At four o'clock in the morning the
 Lingua came to wake the Arnbaffador and me,
•in order that we might repair to the palace, -the
 Emperor having given orders that we mould-fee
 conduced to the houfes of the Second Mirofter
 and the other grandees of the palace. We got ready
 accordingly, and fet off for court at half pafl: fix.
 We were taken into a private room, to wait till the
 Fok-Iib-tayen, or Second Minifter, mould make
 Jus appearance in the audience chamber. An
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hour and an half after we were introduced.''We"
faluted him with a genuflexion, as we had done
yefterday at the Prime Minifter's". He received
us in a gracious manner, although there was
fomething haughty in his demeanour. Like the
Emperor "and the Vao-tchong-tang, he fpoke to us
of our health, of the journey, and of our fuffer-
ings from the cold. M . Agie conveyed to bitrt
our -anfwers, after which we took our leave.
- Thence we Went to the houfe of the "Y-tay-en,
4whean we found exceedingly affable, and whofe
hair indicated a very advanced time of life. H e
•had; formerly been flou-fou at Canton. W e were
'ttexi to have been conducted to a brother of the
femperor, but as fome engagement' prevented his
 receiving usyihe-ifent us a meffage expreffive of
Ms regret, after which we were concluded back
to dur- lodgings,
    Thefe vifits carried us through a great part of
 the palctce, and gave us an opportunity of re-
 marking how little the interior of the buildings
 correfponds with the outfide. The little apart-
 ment in which we firft waited was fo plain, and
 fo deftitute of ornament, that we could hardly
 perfuade onrfelves that we were in the Imperial
 palace. In going through fome narrow paflages,
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we observed edifices in bad condition,, and much
more calculated to indicate the abode of poverty
than that of a great monarch. There was no
End.to my aftonifhment.
    We were treated every where, a^td upon all
occafions, with politenefs and attention. His
Majefty even fenttwo Mandarins this morning to
enquire in his name after the health of the Am-
baffador and that of all the perfons 'of the Em-
bafly. I heard every moment that the old Mo-
narch was very well fatisfied with us, as well as
the Prime Minifter, and that as to rnyfelf in par?
ticular, I had the good fortune to exhibit a phy-
siognomy and a demeanour which captivated their
 good will, I was told befides, that we flood
 very much above the Englifh in the opinion of
 the Sovereign and the Vw-tchong-tang j and
 all thefe particulars were acpompapied with
 further compliments. I truft the reader will
 excufe thofe which I have juft related, and which
 my veracity forbade me to facrifiee to a falfe
 jenfe of fhame, becaufe I am in reality no more
 here than the Hiftorjan of the EmbafTy.
     The perfons from whom we received thefe
 pleafing reports gave us reafon to hope for
  ftill more diftinguifhed marks of favour, and
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affured us that we ftiould have an opportunity of
feeing things that no foreigner as yet had ever
beheld. Our defjre to enlighten Europe by our
obfervations on what is moft remarkable in
China made this information highly agreeable.
   While we were out upon our vifits this morn-
ing I met at the Imperial palace one of the
Portuguefe Miffionaries, an old man with a long
grey beard. I had hardly time to falute him,
becaufe in hafte to go to the audience of the
Minifter; and I was very forry for it. Our meet-
ing was fo unexpe6ted, that I did not even
think of afking where I could fee him again, a
 thing which I am fearful the Chinefe will en-
 deavour to prevent.
    A little after twelve o'clock one of the princi-
 pal eunuchs of the court, of the rank of a great
 Mandarin, came to enquire in the name of the
 Prime Minifter after the health of the Ambaffador
 and me. As our dinner was juft putting on the
 table, he exprefled a defire to fee us eat, and was
 invited by. us to fatisfy his curiofity. Nothing
 efcaped his obfervation, Having feen his Ex-
 cellency drink half a fmall glafs of brandy to
 fupply the want of our wine, which was not yet
 arrived, he alfo tafted it, and afked for one of
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 our plates of Englifh manufacture, a little brandy,
 and a couple of bifcuits, which he wifhed to
 prefeot to the Voo-tchong-tang. He returned us
his thanks, and, at the expence of the Englifh,
 beftowed great praife upon our politenefs, and
 upon the order obfervable in every thing about
us. He then took leave, exceedingly well pleafed
 with the attentions we had fhewn him.
     T h e Mandarins who came with us were ftill
 extremely difconcerted about the two pieces of
 Mechanifm.       It was evident that they were
 defirous of colouring over their negligence, and
 of throwing the blame upon the mechanift, and
 bad packing up ; and that they were particularly
 anxious left the truth fhould' come to the Em-
peror's ears. Three Chinefe watch-makers in
the fervice of the court came to fee if it would
 be poffible to mend them in a few days, under
i h e dire&ion of our mechanift; but the latter
•declared that as he could not make them under-
stand him, it was impoffible for them to be em-
ployed. He faid that it would be neceffary to
remove the prefents into one of the apartments
 of the palace, and to procure him his tools, which
 were not yet arrived at Pe-king; and that he
fhould then be able to repair every thing, with
the afEftance of two or three Miffionaries, who
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had laft year helped him to put to rights the
 Englifh planetarium in the palace of Yuen-ming*
yuen. It was eafy to perceive that this propo-
 sition was by no means plealing to our conduc-
 tors ; for they afked if we had not brought other
 pieces of mechanifm that might fupply the place,
 of thefe. W e anfwered that we had not, and
 added, that fince our mechanift was able to re-
 itore them to their primitive ftate, they would-
 be prefented to the Emperor as the moft valuable-
 things we had to offer him. They then-went
 away, much difcontented with the bad fuccefs
 of their attempt.
     This afternoon we had the pleafure of feeing
 the reft of our fuite arrive ; namely, fourteen
  foldiers and fervants, all of whom had fuffered
  much from fatigue and the feverity of the feafon.
  A Malay belonging to the Ambaffador was in a
  burning fever and delirious.
     15th. A Mandarin coming again to enquire
  into the ftate of the pieces of mechanifm, M .
  Petit Pierre found means, by the affifiance o£
  one of our Ghinefe fervants, to make him under-
  stand the real caufe of their derangement, and
  the negligence fhewn by our conductors in that
  refpe£t. He told him alfo, that with his tools,
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and the help of the Miffionaries, he could ma-
nage to make them as perfect as ever. The
MaTrdarin gave him to underftand that he com-
prehended the whole bufinefs, and that he was
going to make a report of it to the Prime Mi-
nifter.
   In the mean timejbe day appointed for'the deli-
very of the prefents approached. The mirrors ar-
rived this day, without having met with the fmal-
left accident; but one of the Englilh lanterns was
broken, which, however, I replaced by one of
my own. Two necklaces of pearl and amber,
that were put into the trunk which contained
my linen, were not yet arrived. As I refufed to
entruft the key of it to any one, a courier was
difpatched to accelerate its conveyance. In the
afternoon the Emperor fent us a large yellow
bag, containing Tartarian grapes of an agreeable
tafte, but fmall, and without ftones. The Man-
 darins told me that thefe grapes being good for
complaints of the lungs, and his Majefty having
remarked that I had fo bad a cold as to be hardly
 able to articulate, this .prefcnt was a proof of
 his attention and kindnefs. I performed the
 falute of honour as a mark of my gratitude,
making an apology for the Ambaffador, who
 was confined to his bed by a fevere head-ach.
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I fliould not forget to fay, that a cuftom ftrift-
]y obferved among the Chinefe requires every
one who receives a prefent from his Im-
perial Majefty to place it upon a table, and
to perform the ceremony of adoration before it,
Tcneeling and bowing the head thrice to the
ground three different times over, while leaning
upon the hands.
     There was fomething however very ftrange in
 the treatment we met with.—On one hand we
 received a great deal of attention, while on the
 other we were kept abfolutely confined to our
 hotel, and watched as if we had been fo many
 prifoners. We could not even find means to
  convey a note to the Miffionaries. Such of our
  fervants even as were Chinefe darod not go into
  the ftreets, and the fevereft punifhment was de-
  nounced againft any one who fliould attempt tq
  convey us any information. Of this we doubt
  our conductors were the caufe. They were
  certainly afraid, left in our converfations with
  the Miffionaries we mould expofe the condufit
  of the Mandarins of Canton. All this rendered
  our iituation difagreeable and tirefome, and in-
   fpired us with the ftrongeft defire to return.
                                           16th. The
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    16th. The young Malay, one of the Ambaf*
 fador's fervants, whofe arrival in bad health I men-
tioned on the 14th, died this morning. In the fore-
noon, the Mandarin who was our third conduc-
tor, and who remained behind to fuperintend
the baggage, arrived at Pe-king.        H e brought
with him nothing but three trunks belonging to
the AmbarTador and me, and three cafes of wine.
 W e had it then in our power, after a month's
privation, to drink a glafs of that liquor at our
meals. W e received him very coolly, and every-
one of us aflced him for fome article or other.
H e anfwered that the whole would arrive in
 three or four days, but that he had been obliged
to leave it to the care of two inferior, Man-
 darins.     His Excellency, through the me-
 dium of M. Agie, reproached him in terms fo
harih, that he retired without making an anfwer,
 and without taking leave. Perhaps he was lefs
blameable than we imagined, fince it is fo diffi-
cult to manage the Coulis, as we ourfelves had
but too well experienced : but it is the nature of
 man to complain without always considering
whether thofe to whom he addrefles his re-
proaches deferve t h e m ; and woe to the inno-
cent who is expofed to this kind of vengeance.
It is neverthelcfs true, that it is exceedingly
impleafant for our gentlemen to be reduced,
          3                                      from
         EMBASSY TO CHINA IN 1794—'$S*         ' £&$
from the want of their trunks, to the heceflity
of borrowing linen.
   At the fame time, the Mandarin to whom
the care of .our hotel was entrusted fupplied our
table as fcantily as poffible, and with an eve'r-
lafting monotony. This conducl was certainly
unknown to the Prime Minifter. Inferior Man-
darins had no doubt made it a means of filling
their purfe, as the domeftics of our conductors
 did upon our journey, according at leaft to the
 yeport of our Chinefe fervants. But. where
 is there a place in the uriiverfe inacceflible
 to corruption ? Would it not be the fame thing
 in Europe ? And would not every one try to
 avail himfelf of4 fuch an opportunity if it mould
 come in his way? Let us not then judge too
 feverely of the Chinefe, who perhaps would aifo
 tell us in reply, that the fignal proofs of addrefs
 which they gave in this inftance were no injury
 to our pockets, fince the whole of our expences
 were defrayed by the Emperor.
    This evening the body of the unfortunate
  Malay was taken away and buried without the
 «ity.
   V » t . I.               JP            17th. This
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      17th. This morning a prefent of paltry was
  brought to the Ambaffadbr and his company, in
  the name of the Emperor.
     Shortly after, a Mandarin came to afk for the
  valuable articles which made part of the prefents
  to the Emperor, and which had been entrufted
  to my care. I refufed to part with them, faying
  that I had orders from his Excellency to deliver
  them to the Voo-tchong-tang m perfon, as had been
  the praftice in former Embaffies. The Man-
  darin, although he expreffed much difcontenf,
  found it impoffible to gain his point.
     This afternoon the,Lingua came to inform me,
 that the Ambafiador and I were on the next,day
"to deliver the prefents for the Emperor to the
"Prime Minifter. I communipated "this meffage
'to his Excellency; but he was (6 much indi£
 pofed with fever, that it was impoffible for him
 to' rife from his bed. I fent'word of this to th^
Mandarin by the Interpreter, adding that I
 fljould go to court alone.
    This day we received fome more of our Bag?
gage, and fome cafes 'tff liquors, but in a- molt
deplorable Hate, Out of forty-eight bottles con*
                                            tain$d
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• tained in one of my cafes,- twenty-feven were
 broken, and in the others the breakage was in
 the fame proportion.
    It would be unjuft to impute this lofs to the
 negligence of our conductors. In the firft place,
 the intenfe cold might have a£ted upon- the fpi-
 rituous liquors, and by freezing them might have
 made them burft the bottles. Befides., thofe
 curfed Conlis frequently let the cafes fall violently
 upon the ground hardened by the froft, on pur-
•pofe that the bottles might break and the liquor
 run out, which rendered their burden fo much
•the lighter. In would have been impofllble for
 our conductors to attend to every Couli, fince
-they were fometimes fpread over a fpace of
 more than two leagues. Befides, I have re-
 peatedly faid that no Mandarin is able to controul
 that clafs of men, .the very refufe of the Chinefe
 nation. There is'then no remedy but patience.
 The only well-founded reproach we have to
•make our conductors is their having continually
 amufed us with vain promifes, which is not lefs
 the fafhion at court.
    As it is not indeed impoffible, if we knew all,
 that valid excufes might be found for every
.thing that appeared blameabk in our conducr
                       P 2                      tors,
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 tors, I fhall make it a point to fay no more upon
 the fubjeft.
     18th. I repaired alone to the Imperial palace
  before fix o'clock in the morning, carrying with
  me the moft valuable prefents. I was there
  lathered into a miferable apartment, axomparifon
 -with which would difgrace a Dutch guard-houfe,
  though in it I found feveral Mandarins, who
  wore in -their caps the eminent diftinftion of
  the peacock's feather. At the end of an hour
-and an half, two principal Mandarins came to
 •afk me for the prefents, in order to carry them
  to the inner apartments. I delivered them ac-
  cordingly, ftill remaining in the midft of a nu-
  merous company. Tea and paftry were pre-
  sented to me.
      At nine o'clock I was conduced to the Prime
  Minifter, to whom, after having made my obei-
   fance on my knees, I offered an apology for the
   Ambaffador, expreffive of his regret at his be-
  ing prevented from appearing by want of health.
   He was very polite, and afted me if we had a.
   good phyfician in our fuite. To this I anfwered,
   that if the Ambaffador mould not find himfelf
  tetter in the evening, I mould take the liberty
   of applying for One of the phyficians of his High-
            i                                    nefs.
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mefs. Perceiving by my voice that I had a cold,
he was pleafed to attribute it to my being too
thinly clad. I obferved that my cold had been
occafioned by the journey; and upon his enquiry
if-i took no remedy for it, I told him that I hoped *
I fhould be able to do without. After a few
more words, he difmifled me in a very friendly
manner." He was. fitting upon his bed, on ac-
count of having received a hurt on one of his
legs. The apartment in which he received me
was fo fmall, that there was hardly room/or fix
perfons to ftand round his bed.
    As I was retiring, I found myfelf taken by the
arm and led into a little room adjoining to that
of the Prime Minifter. It was the Miffionary
whom I had met with in the palace,, and who
had made his way through a croud of Mandarins .
 to accoft me. Prefenting to him my hand, which
he eagerly grafped, I. told him in Portuguefe^
that we were exceedingly defirous of feeing the
 Miffionaries at our hotel. He anfwered me.
 We JhallJhortly meet again. I had fcarcely time to
 give him a note written by M. de Guignes,
 which I had purpofely put in my pocket, when
 I was pulled violently away, as if on purpofe to
break off our converfation, and led out of the
 room. A moment after I faw my note in the
                         P 3                   hands
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hands of one of the firft Mandarins^ who at-
tended me to the outfide of the palace walls with
great politenefs.
    On returning to our hotel I gave his Excel-
lency an account of all that had' paffed, and told
him, on the part of the Mandarins, that we were
expefited at the palace on the two following days
at a very early hour, in order to pay our refpe£ts
to the Emperor. I did not, however, think
proper*o advife,him to go out; which, indeed,
he was too ill to attempt; for it was not only
neceffary that he fhould keep his bed that even-
ing, but if would have been highly dangerous
 for him to expofe himfelf to the fharp air of the
 morning, the cold being then very fevere. This
 morning Fahrenheit's thermometer had fallen as
 low as fixteen degrees. I confequently fent
 word that I fhould go to court alone.
     Shortly after my return from the palace our
 interpreter begged M. de Guignes to go thither,
  as one of the firft Mandarins was waiting to
 fpeak with him,
     He went accordingly, and returning an hour
  after jtold the AmbajTador that the Mandarin had
  a|ked him the contents of a note which he had
            3                                ihewn
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mewji'to.him, as alfo by whom it was written;
that he. had made anfwer that it was his writing,
and that the purport'of it was to inform the Mif-
fioriaries that 'lie was-the bearer of fome letters,
for them,'and that he particularly defired to fee
one .of, them of, the name of Roux, whofe ag^nt
Re was at Canton,. becaufe he had fome im-
portant matters to communicate to him relative
to his'Miffion'j fh'at not a word was faid of the^
affairs of the .Company at Canton ; and that if
we were defrrous of feeing thofe gentlemen, it-
was merely becaufe we were personally ac-
quainted with fome of them, and fliould feel^
great ;pfeafure in" feeing them at our hotel. M.
 de Guignes added, that the Mandarin had ap-
peared very well fatisfied .with his rmcerity, and
had prbmifef! to procure him*aii interview with„
M/Roux.'              • '
                 •  v  I*
  " 'We may then hope to be permitted to con~
verfe with the Miffionaries, from which,, no
 doubtj. reciprocal latisfaclion will be derived.
   " I had hardly finiflied the preceding phrafe in
 my Journal, when a very unexpected letter was
 fecretjy brought me from my friend Grammont,
 wno teftified an earneft defire to give me fome
 important informttion. I fent my anfwer by the
   4
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  bearer of his letter, This gives us hopes of
  being able to correspond even if we mould not
  fee one another. My friend, however, gives me
  reafon to expe6t that we lhall meet ere long,
  which makes us all exceedingly happy.
     In the afternoon two of our firft conductors
  from Canton came to enquire after his Excel-
  lency's health, and to inform us at the fame timet
  that his Majefty received our prefents very gra-
  cioufly, and with, every mark of fatisfaftion.
  They told us, alfo, that henceforward their func-
  tions relative to our Embafly ceafed, other Man-
  darins being charged to attend us during the reft
  of our ftay at Pe~king.
     The Emperor's prefents being delivered, I
  pfopofed to the Ambaffador to make out a lift
  of thofe intended for the three principal mi-
  nifters, the Aa-tchng-tang, the FoQ-tchong-tattg,
  and the Fok-lio-iayten, in order that they might be
  fent to thofe Mandarins. To this he confented.
  I therefore had the lift translated into Chinefe
\ by the Lingua, and then gave it to a Mandarin
  to deliver to the above three Minifters of State.
     In the afternoon the Naa-fan-tayen, a Mandarin
  of the pale blue tranfparent bal^ and peacock'*
                                            feather.
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 feather, charged at prefent with the care of,
 every thing that concerns us, came to fee his,
 Excellency in his bed, and to enquire after his
 health. He afterwards walked into my room
 to vifit me* and to tell me to go the next morning
 to court.
    This Mandarin is the very fame in whofe hands ;
 I. this morning faw the note I had given to the .      •
 Miffionary, and alfo the fame who interrogated
 M. de Guignes concerning its tenor. His ad-
 drefs is pleating, and his countenance very pre-
 poffemng. After having fulfilled his miffion he
 took leave, and I attended him as far as the
 ftreet-door.
    19th. This morning at half paft fou\I fet off;
 for the Imperial palace. I was conducted along ,
 the ramparts from the weftern gate to the fouth*
 ward, and then to the eaftward, till we came tp
^another great gate with three paffages, by which
 we entered. I afterwards found myfelf in the
 midft of a great open place, forming a long
 fquare, and fituated fouth of the palace. To the
•eaftward of this fquare is a temple in which the
 boards or tablets (chap) of the deceafed Empe-
 rors are laid upon altars. This fquare, as well as
 I could diftinguifli by the feeble light of the ftars,
                                                   has
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lias on three of Its fides buildings of little ele-
vation, along which runs a covered gallery fup- *
ported by pillars, except in the middle of the
fotith part, where there is a lofty building of tw6
flories high.
    I was conducted into three different little
apartments oil the weftern fide, to wait there for
the arrival of the-monarch. They feemed better
calculated to hold utenfils than to be the ham> •
tations of human beings.                          •• *
  ' At half paft five I was led back-to"the fquiare, •
the Emperor's coming being Immediately ex-''
pefiied. I then .obferved that the fouth wal$ of
the palace advances at the extremities, and forms
two regular wings, which I eftlmate at a hundred
and fifty yards at leaft in length, leaving an in-
terval in the middle of about a hundred and
twenty paces. • It is in th'6 midft of this empty
fp&ce that ftahds a gate or entrance, having, like
the others, three paffagfcs clofed by doors plated
with iron, in the way already dcfcribecl, that
form being general throughout all the Imperial
edifices.
    The middle paffage of this gifeway is more
lofty and of greater width than two lateral ones,
                                                and .
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and is full fixty of my paces in length. Over
the gate, as well as over each of the wings, are
buildings two ftories high, conftrufted and orna-
mented like thofe I mentioned when defcribing
the weft gate. There is, beiides, on each fide
of the middle edifice, a pavilion, the roof of
which ends in a point.
    In this part every thing is proportioned ac-
 cording to the laws of the moll rigid fymmetry,
 and the whole has an air of uncommon grandeur.
 I calculate the height of the wall of the palace
 at about forty-feven feet. It is all of hewnftone,*
 arid of confiderable thicknefs. The outfide, like
 all the walls that inclofe edifices belonging to
 the Emperor, is coated with plaifter, and painted
 of a pale red. This, with the rich gilding and
 brilliant colours of the building, compofes a very
 magnificent whole.
   • At the angle of the palace wall, to the weft-
  ward, ftands a noble fquare pavilion, two ftories
  high, coated, gilt, and ornamented, like the
  other buildings, with a roof, the top of which,
  embelliihed by a gilt point, attracts and pleafes
  the eye,
                                                This
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     This fouthem, part of the palace muft have,
 ejrifted in its prefent ftate at the time of the Em-
  baffy of the Dutch Eaft India Company, a
 hundred and forty years ago, fince a very exa£fc
 reprefentation of it is to be found in Nieuhof * j
 hut, at the fame time, that engraving is the only
 one in the whole \-wkthat deferves the praife of.
  accuracy.
      At fix o'clock the Emperor came out of the
  palace in his ufual palanquin, and was carried to
  the temple of his anceftors, where he was detained
  jiearly an hour by the performance of his religious "
  duties. I knelt down while he was paffing, but.
  without performing the ceremony of adoration,
      Before his Majefby came back a meffenger was
  fent for my nephew Van-Braam, that I might
   not appear alone. His Imperial Majefty, on his-
j way back, {lopped his chair abreaft of us, and,
   addreffing himfelf to me, did me the honour to
     * This narrative of the journey'of the Dutch Embaffy ia
   1655 and 1656, written by John Nieuhof, Maltre d'Hotel to the
  Ambaffador, whofe travels in other parts of the world have alfo
  been publifhed, has been printed in feveral languages, and in
  different fiiapes. I t is alfo to be found in Thevenot's ColleB'ton,
  and in the Abbe Prevofl's Hijloire Generate des Voyages, torn. v.
  jiage 229, of the quarto edition. (Fr. Ed.)
                                                          enquire
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•enquire after the Ambaffador. My anfwer having
 been conveyed to him, he proceeded towards the
 palace. I then performed the cuftomary falute,
 by bowing my head three times to the ground.
    We were in expectation of returning to the
hotel, when the Naa-fan-tayen came to requeft us
 to go with him to the palace. We followed
bim, and entered by the fouth gate. Immedi-
ately behind it is a large fquare, fouth of which,
 ftands a noble edifice of two ftories, and of va$
 fize, with a flight of iteps leading up to it. The
fagade of this building, extending eaft and weft,
 correfponds exactly with the fouth gate.
    We were afterwards carried weftward through
 a gate, ftanding north and fouth, and having
 three paffages. In the two lateral ones are eafy
 flights of fteps to facilitate the afcent and defcent.
 Having paffed this- gate we found ourfelves again
 in the great court behind the weftem gate, of
 which I have already fpoken on the 12th of this
 month. We were then conduced northwards
 between two great edifices, pafling in our way
 over a bridge laid acrofs a ferperatine canal.
 This canal runs to the fouth-eaft under the
 buildings contiguous to the gates through which
 we had puffed, and'afterwards fhew-s itfelf in the
                                                 court
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  court we came to immediately after paffing th#
 fouth gate,, Thence it runs, ftill in a Terpentine
 .direction, to the weftern part of the palace. We
 came at laft to the fame little apartment where I
 was yefterday, and where we were left for half
 an hour, at the end of which time a Mandaria
 came to take us into the interior of the palace.
    We were conduced, in the firft place, as far
 •as the north corner of the area or efplanade
 that feparates the fix courts of juftice from the
 abode of the Emperor, and there we were again
 led through a gate with three paffages and
 flights of fteps. Magnificent edifices are erected
 over thefe gates, which consequently ferve a
ttfeful purpofe, befides that of opening a commu-
nication from one place to another.
    When we came to this fpot I immediately
judged, by the confiderable number of eunuchs
who were performing menial offices without,
that we were in the very place of refidence of
the Emperor. . We were then led through feveral
very narrow paffages, running eaft and north,
and penetrating more and more into the interior
of the palace. In one of thefe Streets, for the
name is not unsuitable, we were fpoken to by the
Emperor's Seventeenth fon, a young man of aboul;
                                              thirty,
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 thirty, and of a pleafing -countenance. He Is one
 of the four princes who are ftill alive *.
    After palling along feveral winding paths,
 kept very neat and paved with hewn Hones
 perfectly fmooth, while buildings on both
 iides prefented nothing to the eye but dead
 walls, we came to an edifice in a'little apart-
 ment of which was his Imperial Majefty. A
 play was performing upon a fmall but neat the-
 atre, oppoiite the place where the Emperor was
 feated.
    After the Mongul and Coreart envoys (the
 former being eight in number and the latter
 three) had performed the falute of honour to the
Emperor, I vias likewife prefented to the aged
Monarch, and in my turn went through the
ceremony of proftration. - He was fitting .on a.
fopha with his legs crofTcd under him, according
to the Chincfc cuitom. On his- right hand was
jthe Voo-tchong-tang, and on his left the Fok-lia-
tayen, who, upon their knees and proftrate, were
'fpeaking to the Emperor, as well as I could
   * This prince was declared Emperor on the 8th of February
1796, by his father the Emperor ELIEN-LONG, who retired
Acta the management of public affairs.
                                                    judge,
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judge, about me. The Prime Minifter then rofe,
 and ordered the Lingua to tell me, on the part
 of his "Majefty, that he had attained his eighty-
'fifth year, and that I was the firft Dutchman that
 had ever had an opportunity of approaching fo
 near to his perfon. I addreffed ray thanks to
 his Majefty for this fignal favour in the moft re-
 fpeQful manner, and repeated the falute of ho-
 nour, after which we rofe.
     We were then placed a little upon the left, As,
 were alfo the Envoys I have juft mentioned, and
 were all told to fit down upon the ground on
 carpets that had been fpread on purpofe, in two
 ranks one behirid the .other. As I was not atf>
 cuftomed to that mode of fitting, it was to me a,
 real penance.
     At firft I took the Mongul Envoys for a body
  of Miffionaries, fo much did their features re-
  ferable thofe of Europeans. I was even endea-
  vouring to recognize my friend Grammont among
  them, when I was undeceived. Delicacies, paftry„
  fweetmeats, and fruit, with which the Emperor
 treated the Envoys, were then fet before us upon
  little tables; and befides thefe he fent us from,
  his own two fmall dimes, one of which was an
  excellent yellow jelly. We bowed our head to
                                             thank-
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thank him for this favour, which when granted
in public is considered as the higheft honour that
any one can receive in China.
   After the Emperor had drunk a cup of juice
or milk expreffed from a kind of bean, a cup
of the fame beverage was brought us, poured
out of his Majefty's own pot. All this was
given us by the two principal Minifters, and by
other perfons of high rank, into whofe hands it
was delivered by eunuchs*
    In the laft place the Monarch diftributed keep-
fakes to the Envoys and other perfons of diftinc-
tion prefent, who fcarcely amounted in all to
twenty individuals. Thefe keep-fakes princi-
 pally confifted of little bags for tobacco, and little
 glafs bottles to hold fnuff.
  • My nephew and I received an equal portion.
 It confifted of four little embroidered purfes, a
 bottle of fnuff, two boxes of hong-ching tea, two
 bowls of blue porcelain, and a little porcelain
difh with fix China oranges. W e made the fa-
 lute of honour fitting.
    While all this was paffing, the comedy was
 going on without iaterruption, and fome.Chinefe
    V O L . \*              Q                    were
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•were alfo performing feats of activity upon the
theatre. Of one of thefe I cannot help fpeak-
ing, on account of the extraordinary ftrength he
 poffefTed in his feet; and becaufe of all the tum-
blers I faw in China, he was the only one defend-
ing of mention. Even in Europe this man would
 have attracted the attention of the fpeftators.
    Lying down on his back, he held up his legs
 vertically in the air. Upon the fole of his feet
 was nexc placed a ladder of fix long fteps, with
 a flat board at the bottom. A child of feven or
 eight years of age then climbed up the fteps,
 and fitting upon the upper one, played a num-
 ber of monkey-tricks, while the man kept turn-
 ing the ladder firft one way and then another.
 The child afterwards defcended and afcended^
 twilling his body in fuch a way between the
 fteps, that the different parts of it weie alter-
 nately on the two oppofite fides of the ladder.
 This diverfion lafted at leaft a quarter of an hour.
    When the exhibition of the ladder was over,
 two men brought an enormous earthen veffel,
 which muft certainly have weighed more than a
 hundred and twenty-five pounds, and which
 they laid fide-ways upon the feet of the ftrong
  man, who turned it round and round, and over
                                                 and
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and over with aftoniftiing rapidity. The child
was then put into the veffel at the moment the
mouth of it was turned from the Emperor, to-
wards whom it was immediately brought round
again by the man. The boy then made figns of
refpect, and climbing over the edge, got upon
the top of the veffel, feated himfelf there, and
affumed a variety of attitudes, letting himfelf
hang down over the edge, by which, he held with
his hands, and enlivening the performance by a
 thoufand playful tricks.
     I do not know whether I have fucceeded in
 giving the reader an idea of the boldnefs of fhefe
 two feats of a&ivity. As to myfelf, I do not
 remember ever to have feen any in Europe that
  aftonifhed me fo much.
     After having been prefent at leaft three quar-
 ters of an hour his Majefty retired. We were
 defired to do the fame, and re-condu&ed to
 the hotel, where we learnt that the Emperor had
  fent us another prefent, confifting of fome paftry,
 and a piece of frefh pork.
     This audience came upon us very unexpected-
  ly, and appears to have been of a very private
  nature, fince it took place in the Emperor's
                          Q 2             apartments,
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apartments, and fince fo very fmall a number- of
perfons was admitted. The-^utmoft order pre-
vailed, becaufe there were no domefticsr of the
inferior clafs; and it mull be confeffed that every
thing that was ferved up was cooked very well,
and in a very cleanly manner.
    I have great reafon to be pleafed with the cir-
cumftances of this event, fince it gave me an op-
portunity of feeing the internal parts of the pa-
lace, which perhaps were never before expofed
to the eyes of a foreigner. This will be the mo-
tive of a little prolixity in the dcfcription I am
about to give of the place wherein we were re-
ceived.
    The place in which his Majefty was fitting
Is rather a hall or landing place between two-
rooms than a room itfelf. The whole fpace is
 lefs than ten feet fquare by eight feet high. There
were larger rooms on each fides and, in one o?
thofe to the right of the Emperor, I perceived
through feveral fmall windows a great number
of ladies who were looking at us with much cu-
riofityj while an apartment to the left contained
 a number of European bells, and feveral magni-
 ficent pieces of furniture.
                                                The
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    The theatre is about fifteen feet fquare, and is
 fo near the other, .room that there is not five feet
 diftance between it and the ftair cafe. The in-
 termediate fpace in which we were fitting was
 hardly fufficient to contain us thirteen Envoys
 and our little tables. The great Mandarins were
 ©n the fame fide, but clofe to the theatre, crowd-
 ed one upon another, and only coming forward
 when any thing was to be handed to the guefts.
I had the diftinguiflied honour of being waited
 iipon by the Prime Minifter of the Chinefe Em-
 pire, who is alfo' not unfrequehtly called the
SECOND       EMPEROR.
    Behind us was another building open in the
centre, with two apartments on its fides, in
which I perceived doors, leading no doubt to
other apartments and other edifices.
    By thefe details, and by thofe t gave when
fpeaking of the apartments of the Prime Mini-
fter, it is ealy to judge of the fmallnefs of Chinefe
roomsj for they never make ufe of large halls
but on occafion of feftivals or public aflem-
•blies. It is generally the firft ftory of great
edifices that contains a hall or two that might bet-
ter be called galleries. I am told that there are
a hundred of thefe halls as well in the Imperial
                          Q 3                 palace,
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palace, as at the Emperor's country houfe at
  Yuen-ming-yuen, intended for public entertain-
 ments.
    This afternoon his Majefty lent us four barrels
'of fliaddocks, pomegranates, and apples. This
 gave me an opportunity of once more performing
 the falute of honour.
    The Ambaffador, who is almoft recovered,
 intends to go to court with me to-rnorrow to
 breakfaft with the Emperor.
    Towards evening the Lingua came to tell us
 that one of the Mandarins had commiffioned
 him to inform us that his Majefty had the in-
 tention of fending us to his country houfe at
  Yuen-ming-yuen, fituated at twenty five U from
 Pe-king (two leagues and a half); and of per-
 mitting us to amufe ourfelves there for eight days.
 He requefted us in confequence to make out
 againft to-morrow a lift of the perfons we mould
 wifh to take with us, in order that every thing
 neceffary might be provided; recommending to
 ois at the fame time to let our baggage be as
 little bulky as poffible. I communicated the
  meflage to the AmbaflHdor, who expreffed much
                                         fatisfa&ioa
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fatisfa£tion at it, and told me how he wilhed
this party of pleafure to be arranged.
 . To avoid much embarrafTment we {hall leave*
at Pe-king all the Ambaflador's guard, and the
greater part of the ferx4nts. I have made out a
lift of thofe who are to go, and have fettled with
the Maitre cTHotel what we mall take with us,
fo that every thing may be ready.
    fioth. At fix o'clock this morning his Excel*
lency and 1 repaired to the palace. On our ar-
rival there we were firft taken to a fhabby little
apartment; but afterwards to a more decent one,'
ten or twelve feet fquare, and the beft of thofe
of the fame kind in which we had hitherto been
received. At feven o'clock we were conducted
towards the Imperial buildings by a gate like all
thofe I have already defcribed, {landing between
the two through which I paffed yefterday, and
upon the fame line. It differs from them in no
refpe& whatever. Within this gate we found a
very fpacious court, paved with hewn {tones,
and fur-rounded with buildings, the moft confider-
able of which are fituated to the fouth, and upon
 a rifing ground, up the middle of which we ad*
 vanced by a flight of forty-five fteps.
                         Q>                   The
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    The fucceffion of thefe forty-five fteps is inter-
 rupted firft by a terrace ten feet wide; then
 comes another portion of the ftair cafe, and then
 another terrace of the fame dimenfions as the for-
 mer. Thefe two landing places or terraces form
 galleries by means of a ftone baluftrade running
 along the whole front, the pilafters of which ftand
 at about twelve feet diftance from one another,
 and fupport, figures of lions and other animals.
 T h e two intervals or terraces thus fituated one
 above the otfier, and' ornamented with a baluf-
 trade, make a. very pi&urefque appearance.
     Having afcended the fteps we came to another
 level fpot entirely paved with hewn ftones, and
 having to the fouth another ftair cafe with ter-
  races exaftly refembling thofe I have defcribed,
  Upon the level ground are three edifices, two of
 which' fimilar to each other, and ftanding eaft
  $nd weft, are in the form of a long fquare,
  while the third in the middle is a fquare pavilicm,
  the pointed roof of which ends in a golden ball.
      This pavilion is confequently in a Hue with the
  two flights of fteps between which it ftands, and
' according to the Chinefe tafte has an external
  gallery fupported on each fide by fix pillars. As
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..all the doors were clofed, it was impoffrble for
  Hue to form any judgment of the interior.
      Looking thence I faw to the fouth, and at the
  bottom of the hill a garden full of trees and
  flowers, contiguous to the back part of the edifice,
  which I .mentioned yefterday as ftanding north of
   the fouth gate. From the elevated fpot on which,
   we were ftanding, our view pairing over that
   edifice as well as oyer almoft all the others, ex-
' tended to fo great a diftance that the mountains,
   fituated to the north of Pe-king, were plainly dif-
   cernible.
      The two great buildings, ftanding between the
   two ftaircafes, have on the ground floor large
   open faloons, in the front of which are galleries,
  . with three different flights of ftone fteps leading
    up to them. The extremities of the proje&ions
    that cover the galleries ar6 fupported by ten large
    pillars. In other refpe&s thefe buildings are
    conftru&ed, ornamented, gilt, and varnifhed like
    all thofe I have as yet had occafion to. defcribe.
    The eaftern hall, called Pau-au-tien, was pre-
    pared for the audience and breakfaft of this
    morning,
                                                     Itt
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    In the middle of the hall is the Imperial
throne, upon a plat-form fix feet high. The ap-
proach to it is by three flights of fteps ; one in
the m'ddle, and the two others on the fides.
The plat-form is covered with a carpet, and fur-
rounded with a baluftrade, which is ornamented
with carved work, as well as the Emperor's arm-
chair, and the rails that accompany each flight of
fteps. Behind the throne hung a yellow tapeftry,
and on the fides of the plat-form were feveral vafes
filled with naturalflowers,to the fweet emanations
of which twoothervafesof metal added the perfume
9f bui ning fandal wood and other Afiatic fubftances.
    The two extremities of the gallery without the
hall are paved en irely wiih ftoncs of a finely
polifhed furface. There were ranged the bulky
inftrmnents of mufic, fuch as that confifting of
fixteen little bells, that compofed of fixteen
pieces of metal, the great drum, and feveral
other inftruments of a fimilar kind. They were
all richly gilt, as well as the pedeftals on which
they flood.
    The outer court, in which moft of the guefts
were obliged to breakfafl: in the open air, was
covered with thick carpets, on which were laid
the cufbions that each gueft had taken care to
                                               make
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make his fervant bring, in order that he might
lit down more conveniently on the ground front-
ing the pavilion.
     Oppofite the throne was pitched a great tent
of yellow cloth, in which the fide-board was ar-
ranged. Then in the court before the pavilion
were placed four rows of little and low tables,
 covered with coarfe linen, and fo difpofed that
 there was one between every two perfons, ex-
 cept oppofite his Excellency and me, where a
 feparate table was placed for each of us.
      This court was furrounded by perfons of all
  ranks and all claffes, not excepting ftage-playersv
  and fervants. The latter had the impudence to
  come and ftand before the great Mandarins, in,
  order to get a better view of us. There was in-
  deed no lefs diforder than on the firft day, when
  wre were waiting for the Emperor near the well
  gate, previoudy to the exercife of the fkaters. I
   confequently found a prodigious difference be-
  tween this entertainment and that of yefterday,
   and was not a little furprifed at it. We were de-
   fired to fit clown upon cufliions, which we did in
   imitation of the other guefts. The reader muft
    forgive me for repeating that this pofture was to
   .me a real punilhment. All that we faw, every
                                                thing
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  thing that we experienced was novel to us, and
  was marked with a character of Angularity well
  calculated to attract, and rivet our attention.
     It was paft eight o'clock when his Majefty
 came with an efcort of muficians, and took his
 feat upon the throne. Every body then rofe, and,
 falling direftly upon their kneds, performed the
 falute of honour. The mufic continued while a
 table was ferved for. the Emperor, who ate of
•feveral of the difhesfet upon it. This wasa fignal
 for the guefts, all whofe table's were then unco-
 vered; they approached and fell to with great
 avidity.
    I obferved that the arrangement of -all the
 tables was the fame, and that there wer£ exactly
 fifty difhes upon each. This muft appear very
 furprifing, perhaps even incredible to my readers,
 after what I have faid of the fmailnefs of thefe
tables. But I have to add that'thi viands, ferved
trp in very dirty copper bafdris, tonfifted flrft of
three rows of four difhes each, and that over this t
firft layer or Jiratum were three others, amount-
ing alfo to twelve dimes each. Laftly, to make
the four dozen fifty, there were at the top of all
two great copper bafons, in which boiled legs of
jnutton were contained, and of which the light
                                               alon*
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alone was enough to difguft a man with mutton
for the reft of his days. The other dimes con-
lifted of farinaceous aliments, dreffed in different
manners, or merely boiled in the way of a hafty
pudding. There were alfo cakes much refem-
bling the unleavened bread eaten by the Jews at
their feftival of the Pafchal Lamb. Laftly there
were fweatmeats and fruit. I took a little of the
latter, feeling no temptation to taffe the reft,
which I kept ftill comparing with what I had
eaten yeileiday. This is a fort of Imperial repaft
which I imagine will appear new.
    After a ftiort time had elapfed, a cup of beve-
rage was carried to the Monarch, and when be
 had drank, others were handed round to all the
 guefts. Each of them on taking the cup per-
 formed the falute of honour fitting, by making a
 lingle inclination of the head.
    I found this beverage very agreeable) it is a
 wine which the Chincfe make themfelvcs of
 grapes, and which has a great refemblance to
 that of Madeira, or the Cape of Good Hope.
     Shortly after the Emperor ordered the three Co-
 rean, and the two P u t c h Ambaffadors to be call-
  ed, in order that they might approach the throne.
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W e were conduced in fuccefllon up the fteps on-
one of the fides, and performed the ceremony
of adoration near the arm-ehair. His Majefty
then addrefied himfelf to each of us, and pre-
fented us a glafs of wine with his own hand.
This gave occafion to a repetition of the falute
of honour; and after the third proftration each
of us rofe and retired.
   When my turn came to make the falute on
account of the glafs of wine, I ppoftrated myfelf
with my head covered as •his' Excellency had
done, but my hat, not fitting me well, fell off.
The fecond Minifter who was'tlofe to me picked
it up, and put it on again. His Majefty laughed
at the accident, and afked me if I did not un-
derftand Chinefe. Poton, anfwered I, which in
Chinefe fignifles I do not underftand. At this
his Majefty laughed ftill more heartily, and'
•while I drank my cup of wine looked at me, and
feemed to think it whirafical that I fhould make
ufe of his language fo apropos to tell him that I
did not underftand it. I afterwards finifhed my
falu,te of honour; and when I rofe to retire, the
 Emperor, having his eyes ftill turned towards me,
kept looking at me with a countenance expreffive
 of the greateft kindnefs. Thus did I receive a
 mark of the higheft predilection, and fuch as it
                                                is
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fa even faid no Envoy ever obtained before. £
confefs that the remembrance of what I had dif-
fered fince the morning by remaining fo long in
 the cold, was very much foftened by this gra-
 cious reception.
    At this moment fome miferable theatrical
 pieces s began, with which tumblers, dancers,
 and muficians mingled their performances,
 wretched alike to the eyes and ears of a Euro-
 pean. Moorifh, Cochinfechine, and Thibetian
 mufic, executed by three orcheftras, the mufi-
 cians -of w^hich wore dreffes analogous to each,
 fpecies of mufic, did not afford us an amufement
 more fuitable to our tafte; and when his Ma?
jefty by retiring left us at liberty to return to our
 hotel, we felt a very high degree of fatisfaction.
    The Mandarin, who had been our firft con-
 ductor, informed us that it would be neceffary to
 go to court again to-morrow, in order to congra-
 tulate his Majefty on the renewal of the Chinefe
 year.
    Early in the afternoon fix little tables with
 •viands, fimilar tothofe of the morning, werefent
 us in the name of the Emperor. We performed
 the falute of honour, as a mark of our gratitude;
                       1                          but
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but if I mull tel] the truth, the only ufe we could
make of them was to give them as a treat to our
Chinefe domeftics.                               ' .
   Having had fo near a view of the Emperor of
China this morning, it feems natural that I ihould
fay fomething of his perfon and drefs.
   His external appearance exhibits all the marks
of old age, particularly his eyes. They are wa-
tery, and fo weak, that it is with difficulty he
raifes his eye lids which hang down in folds,
efpecially that of the left eye.. He is in confe-
r e n c e obliged, whenever he wiflies to look at
any thing that is not very clofe to him, to raife.
his head, and even to throw it a little back. His
cheeks are ihrivelled and pendant. His beard*
•which is fhort, is very grey. Thefe are the only
particulars I can give of this Monarch's perfon,
never having been very near to him but when he
was fitting.
    It is true, that on the 12th of this month, I faw
his Majefty take a few fteps, on getting out of
the fled, to return to his palanquin; but as the
two Minifters fupported him under the arms,
probably becaufe the ground was flippery, it was
                                           impoffible
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Impoffible for me to form an exact idea of his
•ftature.
    His drefs confifts of clothes lined with fur*
which appeared to me to be that of the fea-
otter; and round his cap, which is fometimes
ornament'ed with'a large pearl, was a border of
the fame kind; In this feafon, as well as in all
others, the Emperor's drefs is very plain, although
he is ferved and honoured like a god. H e does
 not, indeed, enjoy the tenth part of the pleafure
 and amufements which are at the command of
 the meaneft Prince in Europe. His recreations
 confift of tricks and buffooneries* with Which it
 would be difficult to divert the common people
 of a European country at a fair ; and fuch were
 the reprefentations of this morning. But as he
 is unacquainted with more refined enjoyments*
 and unable to form an idea of them, he cannot be
 faid to fuffer any privation. It is not then fur-
 prifing that the diverlions of children mould be an
 amufement to the Emperor in his old age.
    In comparifon with Europe, it may be faid*
 that here the fplendor of Majefty is immediately
  conne&ed with marks of the moft degrading
 •ignorance. The Prince is elevated to the ikies*
 •while the man remains enveloped in the dark-
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nefs of the firft ages of the world. It is ira-
poflible to conceive this aftonifliing contvaft
without feeing it; nor can he, who has been an
eye-witnefs of it, always explain it, nor even
depift its raoft finking features.
    Every thing in China fhevs/s the complete
ignorance of its inhabitants in regard to Europe;
and they hear it fpoken of with equal indifference.
The Emperor, as well as all thofe whom the public
opinion places immediately next to him, think
that they hold the firft rank among all the created
beings of this immenfe univerfe, and that they
are at the head of the firft nation to be found
throughout the vaft extent of fpace. A kind of
 miracle muft be operated, before the idea offend-
ing a Cliinefe as an envoy to other nations can
enter into a Cliinefe head. Hence it is eafy to
 conceive the profound ignorance of the Emperor
 of China, and of the people he governs, as to
every thing that concerns the reft of mankind.
    It would be natural to fuppofe that the Mif~
 fionaries muft have diminifhed this ignorance, by
 giving them accounts of the different countries in
 which they were born. But a Chinefe, and par-
 ticularly a Chinefe grandee, never feels the leaft
 delire of information on that head. How, indeed,
                                                  is
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 is it poffible to wi(h to learn any thing, when we
 are convinced that our knowledge is already
 fuperior to that of the reft of the world? Befides,
the Miffionaries enjoy fo little eonfideration among
the Chinefe, and infpirei them with fo little con-
fidence, that they would counteract their own
defigns to no purpofe, if they endeavoured to fet
the Europeans in any way above the natives,
 They find th,emfelves, on the contrary, reduced
to the neceffity of extolling their prefent pro-
tectors above every thing: their adulation, in-
deed, even if filent, would pafs for an acknow-1
ledgment of the,fuperiority of the Chinefe.
    It may, perhaps, be fuppofed, that the fight of
the matter-pieces of art, which the Chinefe re-
ceive annually from Europe, will open their
eyes, and convince them that induftry is there
carried farther than among themfelves, and that
our genius furpaffes theirs: but their vanity
finds a remedy for this. All thefe wonders ares
included in the clafs of fuperfluities; and by
placing them beneath their wants, they place
them at the fame time beneath their regard. If,
for a moment, they fall into an involuntary fit of
aftonifhment, they come out of it firmly refolved
to do nothing to imitate that by which it was
produced.
                           Ra                    The
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  . The Chinefe having been long in the habit of
confining themfelves to what is neceffary, and
of avoiding, according .to the counfel of their
anceftors, every thing which comes in the fhape
of a novelty, it is not furprifing that they mould-
not wifh. to acquire the knowledge poffeffed by
foreigners. And, indeed, I muft confefs, as far
as the oppofition of manners allows me to judge,,
that the Chinefe live very happily in their way.
And if that be the cafe, what have they more to
defire ? Why fhould they wlfh to difcover t h i n g s .
which when difcovered, they would, perhaps, be
unable to obtain; and of which the privation
would make them acquainted with misfortune ?
I will even venture here to afk a queftion, which
feems dictated to me by my fubjecl:: are the;
people of the South Sea iflands become more happy
or more wretched-, in confequence of their inter-
courfe with Europeans for the laft thirty or forty
years? Alas! it is but too true, that we have
 given them a knowledge and defire of thing*
 which their country cannot produce.
    N o doubt, the fame caufe would produce the
 fame effecl in China. That nation lives in a
 manner fo fimple and retired, that it can do
 without thofe factitious wants, which we fhould
 be miferable if we could not fatisfy. They never
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5mve any opportunities of affembling at balls, and
parties of pleafure; nor does any repaft bring
together large private companies; all circum-
ilances of that nature belonging to public fef-
tivals, to which men alone are admitted. The
women are only acquainted with fuch things, by
ileaiing a fecret glance3 while the ikreen which
gratifies their curiofity, hides them from that of
 the men. But in the ordinary -courfe of life,
•every one exifts in the bofom of his own family:
 the walls of his houfe are the boundary of his
 amufem«nts, and that of female liberty-
    How, indeed, in a nation which condemns a
 whole fex to feclufion, can the individuals do
 otherwife than live in an infulated way? How-
 can an agreeable fociety be formed ? How can
 gaiety and pleafure be brought into places which
 are not adorned by the prefence of the fair, and
 where their looks do not animate the fex whofe
 exiftence they were deftined to charm ? Yes, I
 muft pay them the tribute of this truth, that they
 are the fctul of all focial enjoyments, and that
 every thing languifhes without the fphere of
 their delightful influence. How pure is this
 homage, and how much force does the truth by
 which it is diclated acquire, when a man has
                            R 3                beer*
246          VOYAGE OF THE DUTCBf
been feveral months in China deprived of the
happinefs they diffufe over life I
   I will venture to fay, that by means of their
continual intercourfe with Europeans, the Chinefe
of Canton are in general more civilized than the
reft of the nation to whom that advantage >s de-
nied ; and this effeft is circumfcribed even in
Canton, where there are more perfons well in-
formed, induftrious, and polite, than in all the
reft of the Empire.
    At Pe-king, on the contrary, the rudenefs of the
Tartars is ftill perceptible, although it would be
natural to expe£t to meet with more urbanity
there than in any other place in China. Perhaps,
 after all that has been publifhed in Europe con-
 cerning thatimmenfe country, my judgment may
 appear partial; but I am determined to exhibit
 nothing in falfe colours, though I am not fure
 that the opinion of my fellow-travellers will not
 accufe me of fometimes ufing too delicate a pencil.
    This evening I was vifited by feveral Man-
 darins, who all allured me that my anfwer, and
 my demeanour, had much pleafed the Emperor 5
 that he had fpoken of them to the Grandees of
 the Court; and that fo much was faid about it,
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that Poton is become the cant-word of the day.
Every one congratulates me upon my {landing fo
high in the good graces of the Emperor. A l -
though this exceffive honour can be of no fervice
to me, I am far from being infenfible to fuch
public teftimonies of the Emperor of Ch'na's
good will towards me.
    The Ambaffador had requefted the Man-
darins, our conductors, to offer, before the new
year, to the three principal Minifters the prefents
which are intended for them, ar.d which I had
been putting in order this afternoon, hi order
that they might be taken away. But the Man-
darins having been to enquire when this pre-
fentation could take place, it appears that it is
thought proper to defer it, fince they came to
tell me that we muft wait till a few days after
that epoch. I have confequently packed them
all up again.
   At half paft two this morning we were ready
to fet off for court again. An hour afterwards,
our conductor came to tell us that it would be
wifer for us to wait at home, where it was warm,
while he fhould go to the palace to enquire if the
firft day of the Chinefe year required our at-
tendance. His Excellency was not at all pleafed
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with this uncertainty, becaufe he found it highly
difagreeable to get out of a warm bed at fo early
£n hour, and in fuch dreadful cold weather, and;
becaufe his health rendered him more feniible to
fuch difappointments. It is, however, poffible
that the Mandarins may not be to blame, fince
his Majefty fometimes does not intimate his wiflx
to the laft moment, as we have already had oc-
cafion to perceive. However this may be, we
jare going to celebrate the new year of the Chinefe
empire, by taking a little more reft. .
   Every thing was quiet in the capital the day of
this anniverfary; for the report of a few crackers
between midnight and the break of day are not
deferving of mention; while at Canton fireworks
are exhibited for a fortnight almoft without in-
terrniffion. Perhaps this kind of filence is the
effect of the imprerfion made by the folar eclipfe
that happens to-day, that event being a fubjecl of
fadnefs and mourning to the whole Chinefe
nation, and particularly to the Emperor. He
retires into the interior of his palace, from which
 every one is excluded, and there bufies himfelf
 in fuperftitious practices, in favour of the fun or
 moon, in order that the light of the luminary
 gplipfed may be- reftored.
                                         22d. This;
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     izd. This day has alfo been very quiet: five
are now elapfed fince I wrote to my^friend Gram-
 mont, whence it is natural to fuppofe that our
 door is narrowly watched. Not one of our
 Chinefe, even of thofe who ferve us as inter-
preters, are permitted to go out.
     It is thought that we {hall not be allowed to
.fee any Miffionary till we have had our audience
 of leaye of the Emperor, becaufe then we fhall no
 longer be able to make any representation or re-
^onftrances, jfuppofing it to be our intention to
 do fo.
     Having this day made a prefent to one of the
 Mandarins, our conductors, for which he ex-r
 preffed his regret at having nothing to offer me,
 I talked to him on the above fubjeft, and begged
 him to enquire if it would not be poffible for us
 to fee the Mifljonaries, which would be both to
 them and us a real fatisfa&ion. I affured him
 that our converfation would be merely an inter-
 courfe of friendfhip, and the more fo, as I had
 been acquainted with three of them at Canton,
 I obferved to him befides, that if we mould think
  any reprefentations or complaints neceffary, we
  fhould addrefs them direftly to the Voo-tchong-tang,
  ,and not to perfons whom we well knew to have
                                                 no
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no intereft, and ftill lefs power, to fupport us in
our proceedings. He underftood my arguments
perfectly, and promifed me the information I de-
fired.
   23d. The new year has procured me the ho-
nour of a vifit from feveral Mandarins, which' is.'
the only remarkable thing I have perceived.
   Our firft conductor from Canton having fent
for the articles of which his bedding was com-
pofed, and which had remained at our hotel, the
Chinefe guards fcrupuloufly examined each
parcel as foon as it was without fide the doors—•
a proof that a perfect confidence is not placed in
us, and that we are, on the contrary, narrowly
watched. How then can we hope to hear from
the Miftlonaries ? And how ftrange is fuch con-
duel: on the part of a nation in regard to an Am-
baffador, to whom they affect to give public
marks of confi deration and efteem.
   We this morning received all the reft of our
baggage, but in a moft deplorable ftate. Not a
fingle article has efcaped undamaged. Every
thing that was fragile is reduced to fragments.
The veffels containing provifion, the cafes filled
with liquor, are broken. In a word, it is a fpec-
                                              tacle
         •EMBASSY TO CHINA IN I 7 9 4 — 5 .       &§\
tacle of deftru£iion very painful to us; but which
jt behoves us to contemplate without murmurmg,
fince it is not in our power to remedy it.
    About noon, the interpreter came to aflc me
 now many perfons were to go to Ymn-ming-yum.
 I gave him a lift to deliver to the Mandarins.
This little excurfion will certainly be an agree-
 able recreation to us,fince fo much h$s beenfald
 in praife of that magnificent fummer palace, part
 of which was ornamented in the European man-
 ner, about forty years ago, after the defigns, and
 under the dire£tion of Father Benoit, a French
 Miffionary,
    25th. The two pieces of mechanifm have beeii
 carried to a houfe in the neighbourhood of our
 hotel, in order to their being repaired. A frefb,
 attempt was made to give our mechanift three
  Chinefe watchmakers as affiftants, but he re-
 jected them again, becaufc it was impoffible for
  them and him to understand one another, and
  perfifled in afldng for the two Miffionaries, as a
  mean of fpeedily terminating the bufinefs. Great
  obflaclcs were ftarted in oppofition to his requcft,
  and the permiffion of the Emperor was deemed
  previoufly neceflary. As his Majefty is much oc-
  cupied at this moment, I propofed my waiting
                                                 upon
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upon the Nda-fan-tayen, to whom I could give an
account of what was paffing,* with explanations
fo well fitted to tranquillize him in regard to our
communicating with the Miffionaries, that I
made no doubt of removing all fear. As I was
obftmate in my refolufton, I was told in anfwer
that my defign would be intimated to that
officer; but/1 plainly faw that it was con-
fidered as a thing exceedingly unpleafant for the
Mandarin who had been charged with the con-
veyance of the pieces of mechanifm from Canton.
Thofe, however, who had been our two firft con-
ductors, and who were prefent at this difcuffion,
were themfelves of opinion that it would be highly
 proper that I mould fpeak to the Naa-fan-tayen.
   The firft conductor recommended me to profit
by this opportunity in order to prevail upon the
 Naa-fau-tayen. to requeft of the Prime Minifter, in
the Ambaffador's name, that we might Feturn by
water rather than over land, and thus be fpared
the fatigue incident to fo tedious a route.
   The fame Mandarin told me alfo, that it was
already fome time fince the Emperor had dif-
 patched orders to Canton to exempt the fhip that
brought his Excellency to China from the ton-
 page, cuftom-houfe, and failing duties; a piece
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of information very agreeable to me, as by means
•of this indulgence the Embaffy would coft the
Dutch Company very little j and I confidered it
as fo much the more fortunate, becaufe being
bound by the oath exacted from us at Canton
by the Mandarins, to confine our Embaffy to
mere congratulations, it was out of our power to
fo licit any thing at Pe-king; thanks to that official
 intrigue. And who knows whether means would
 not have been invented to fiuftrate our intended
journey to court, if, inftead of fubfcribing to
 fuch a declaration, we had refufed to comply
 with their demand ?
    Our fecond conductor" it is true, had men-
 tioned to me the clrcumftance of the exemption
 of duties a few days ago 5 but I did not give en-
 tire credit to him, although I thought it natural
 that the fame favour fhould be {hewn to out Chip
  as to the Engiiih Company's veffel the Hindoftan»
 which was exempted from all duties laft year in
 confequence of its having brought Lord Macart-
  ney's fuite and the prefents intended for the
  Emperor. My prefumptiou indeed was not un-
  reafonable, fince we were told, over and over
  again, that we were held in much higher efteem
  than the Engliili Embaffy. It is alfo jufl: that the
  Chinefe Morjareh ilaould give fome proofs of
                                                 mag-
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  magnanimity, when he receives teftimonies of
  the high confideration he infpires, and of Euro-
  pean generofity. And this facrifice ought to coft
  him the lefs, when the homage paid him from
  the extremities of the globe is witneffed by the
  envoys of neighbouring nations, who can teftify
  that the renown of the Chinefe Empire extends
  to the moft diftant people upon earth.
     The Dutch Embafly will coft the Imperial
  treafury at leaft eighty thoufand taeh (fix hun-
  dred thoufand livres, or 'twenty-five thoufand
  pounds), all the expences of our journey from
  Canton to Pe-king and back again, befides thofe
  of carriage,- being defrayed by the government.
  But is that paying too dear for this tribute of
  refpe&ful affe£tion.
     26th. About the hour of noon, the Naa-fem-
 tayen came to our hotel and paid a vilit to the
 Ambaffador, who converted with him on a va-
 riety of fubje&s. His Excellency begged him to*
 thank the !Prime Minifter for the favour which he*
 had inclined the Emperor to grant, of exempting
 from all duties the {hip that brought him to1
 China-, and to afk, as a new mark of kindnefs,
 that we might return by water, in order to avoid
 the great fatigue we had experienced in our way
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,to Pe-king. The Mandarin promifed to execute
 both thefe commiffions.
     The Ambaffador added, that our mechanifl:
 would put to rights the interefling pieces of me-
 chanifm we had brought with u s ; but that he
  ftill required the affiftance of one or two Mif-
  fionaries, it not being pofTible for hira to avail
  himfelf of the fervices of the Chinefe, whofe
  language he does not underftand. The Naa-fan-
  tayen made anfwer, that the Miffionaries were
  employed at that moment; but that they mould
  come and affift M. Petit Pierre in a few days.
      The Ambaffador, fhewing this Mandarin a
  fuperb filver temple, entreated him to offer it, in
   his name, to the Voo-tchong-tang, as a teftimony
   of his efteem. He confented to make the offer,
   but added that the Prime Minifter would refufe
   the temple, as well as every other prefent, be-
   caufe it would ill become him to accept any
   thing from pcrfons who had undertaken fo long
   and fatiguing a journey in order to pay their
   refpeefs to the Emperor. Neither would any
   other Mandarin confent to receive prefents
   without an exprefs permiffion from his Majefty.
                                                This
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   This converfation being finifhed, the Mafl-
darin, after taking leave of his Excellency, came
into my apartment to look at fomething or other,
and I afterwards attended him as far as the ftreet
door.
   Shortly after came one of our court conduc-
tors to acquaint the Ambaffador and me that we
are to repair to the palace to-morrow morning
at three o'clock, in order to be prefent when
his Majefty fets off for the temple to offer his
annual tribute to the Almighty, in quality of
Sovereign Sacriflcer of the whole Empire. As
his Majefty is to pafs four and twenty hours at
the temple, he added that it would be neceffary
to be alfo at the palace the clay after to-morrow,
 when he is to return. -
   I alfo learned from him that we, as well as all
 the perfons who are to accompany us, are to
 hold ourfelves in readinefs to fet off for Yuen-
 ming-yuen about the 18th of the moon (the 30th
 of this month), his Majefty wifliing to give us a
 reception peculiarly gracious, and to Ihew us
 every thing curious that the place contains.
    I communicated all thefe things to the Am-
 "baflador.
                                   27th. Although;
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   27th. Although we were prepared at the hour
appointed yefterday, it was nevertheless half part
five when we fet offfbr the palace. We were con-
duced to the fouth fquare where I was on the1
19th of this month 5 and Were defired to walk,
into one pf the apartments fituated under the
lateral galleries, where we remained till feveri-
o'clock, when we were taken back to the
fquare.
   The day-light at the time laft-mentioned af-
fording me a good view of it, I obferved that the
building oppoflte the fouth gate of the palace
is neither more nor lefs than the great gate of
the fouth external wall, which, according to the
fignification of its name TJum-moen, has five paf-
fages* The middle one is the loftieft and wideft.
The lateral ones next to it, although fmaller thart
this, are however much larger than the two ^%
the fides. The building that I took before for the
gate of the temple of the Emperor's anceftor's,
is nothing but a gate leading to a fquare or ef-
planade to the eaftward, in which that temple is
fituated. I could now perceive the roof of it
overlooking the edifices that ftand on the weft
fide, as well as the trees by which it ia fur-
rounded.
  "VOL, I»                S                  I alfo
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    I alfo perceived that this eaftern gate is exa£flf
in front of that to the weft by which we entered,
and that they were fimilar and fymmetrical
buildings.
     On the fquare fouth of the palace ftand two
bafes or pedeftals of marble fupporting four ftiort
columns. On the capital of the eaftern one is a
machine which fhews the age of the moon, while
upon that to the weft is a circular dial with two
faces. It is inclined, and fo contrived, that at
fun-rife the hours are marked by the proje£Hon of
 the gnomon upon the under fide; but when the
 fun has gained a greater elevation, the time of
the day is indicated upon the upper furface.
     This fquare or court yard, which Is very long,
 is entirely paved j but with this peculiarity, that
 in the crofs formed by the two lines which lead
 to the four gates looking to the four cardinal
 points of the compafs, the pavement, compofed
 of large hewn ftones, is raifed five inches above
 the reft of the fquare, upon a width of twenty-
 five feet.
     At half paft feven the Emperor arrived in his,
  habit of Sovereign Sacrificer. He was feated in
  a. very large and very lofty chair, made in the
                                                 ihapc
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ihape of a temple, and carried by two and
 thirty Coulis, This chair was followed by
his ufual palanquin, sWe, performed no other
ceremony than that of kneeling down at
the moment that his Imperial Majefty was
paffing by.
    The Monarch was preceded by a long train of
 feryants on horfeback, each of whom carried
fomething of ufd to him, either for his perfon or
 the ceremony he was about to perform. In the
firft place was a yellow folding chair, and a low
table of the fame kind, both richly gilt 5 then
 two great vafes of wrought gold 5 two boxes
 full of betel; four great dimes or deep batons*
.and two more boxes containing perfumes, the
whole alfo of gold. Each of the beaters of thefe
 various things had a ftrap which paffed round
his neck> and which ferved him to hold them byi
    In this ceremony the Emperor has fome re-
femblance to the High Prieft of the Jews, who
entered once a year, dreflfed with the greateft
magnificence, into the Holy of Holies, there to
 offer an expiatory facrifice in the name of the
whole Hebrew nation.
                        S 2,                  The
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   The proceffion took the road of the external
fouth gate, but before his Majefty had reached it,
we Were taken away and re-conducled to our
lodgings.
   After paffing through the weftern gate, on the.
outfide of which is a large paved court, I re-
marked exaftly in front of it a place walled
round, with a gate of three paffages, clofed by
folding doors painted red, and ftuck full of large
brafs nails. In this iriclofure is a building,
which I prefume to be dedicated to the philo-
sopher'Kong-fou'itfu(Confucius), becaufe I pre-
ceded above the wall feveral roofs of temples
furrounded with trees.
   North of this inclofed fpaee is a very wide
canal, running eaft and weft, and another ftiil
wider under the weftern walls of the palace, be-
ginning at the weft gate and running northward
for at leaft a' mile.
 - It was- about eight o'clock when we returned
to our hotel.1 About half an hour afterwards a
pdefent was brought us from the Emperor for
our breakfaft, confifting of a difh of cold boiled
meat, and a plate of balls of meal, boiled
alfo. This prefent will appear ftill more incre-
                                             dible
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  flible if I enter into farther details. The meat
  confifted of a bit of the ribs, upon which there
  was hardly the thicknefs of half an inch of lean
 flelh; a fmall bone of the moulder with fcarcely
  any meat upon it at all; and four or five other
 bones belonging to the back or feet of a Iheep,
 and appearing to have been already gnawed.
 All this difgufting collection was upon a dirty
 difh, and feemed rather fitting for the meal of a
 dog than the repaft of a man. In Holland, the
 worft of beggars would receive a more cleanly
 pittance at an hofpital j and yet it is a mark of
 honour Ihewn by an Emperor to an Ambaffador!
 Perhaps it was even the leavings of the Monarch,
 and in that cafe3 according to the opinion of the
 Chinefe, it was the greater! favour that could be
 conferred, fince we had it in our power to gnaw"
 the bone that his Majefty had begun to clean. I
ihould certainly have preferred partaking of any
 other dainty bit rather than this unfavoury frag-
ment. From this trait the reader may form an
idea of the civility of the people of China. The
Emperor is nb doubt ignorant of thefe difgufting
proceedings; but at any rate the maitres d'hotel
fljould take care that his prefents appear, in a
more cleanly fhape, efpeciaUy when they are in-
tended for foreigners.
                         S3                    On
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    On the other hand it appears that all this is
the effe£t of cuftom, for they pay quite as little
attention to cleanlinefs in the other details of the
table, When there is any want of plates or
dimes they do nothing but turn thofe that have
"been already ufed, in order to throw the remnants
upon the firft table that comes to hand, without *
troubling themfelves about its being clean or
dirty. Such is the politenefs of the officers of a,
court where one of the moft important tribunals
Js that of ceremonies.
    Our Mechanift, Petit Pierre, began this day to.
repair the handfome pieces of mechanifm that;
have been injured. That young man is really
very Ikilful in every thing belonging to mecha-
3iics and watch making.
    38th, His Excellency and \ repaired to the
palace at four o'clock in the morning, and ftaid
there in the fame apartment as yefterday till fix,
when we were, conduced to the fouth fquare.
 The Emperor was not long before he made his,
 appearance in his way back from the Temple of
 Heaven». which is fituated at the fquthern ex*
 tremjty of the fuburbs at ten U (a league's) dif*
 tance from the palace. He was in his ujuaj
 palanquin, carried by fixteen Coulis, and repaired
                                       immediately
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 immediately to his apartments. We then re-
 tiredj and at feven o'clock got back to our hotel.
    It would be not a little irkfome to European
• courtiers if the princes there adopted the cuftom
 of giving their audience and expediting affairs
 of ftate at the break of day. It is probable that
 their levees would not be fo much crouded as at
 prefent, and that the fame difplay of luxury
 would not be feen on the part of thofe who only
  go that they may be able to fay they have ap-
  peared at court.
     I am far myfelf from approving of the Chinefe
  cuftom. In fummer, indeed, it may not be found
  difagreeable to rife before the fun, and thus avoid
  the heat of his rays; but how hard is it in
  winter, and in the middle of the night, when
  the cold is fevere and piercing, to leave a warm.
  bed to go and encounter the inclemency of the
  air. It is, accordingly, with extreme repug-
  nance that we fubmit to this neceffity to which
  we are here condemned.
     Neither upon this occaflon, nor during any of
  the other ceremonies at which the Emperor was
  prefent, did I ever fee a military guard. There
  is not even a guard-houfe at the gates of the
                          $4                  palace^
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 palace, which are entrufted to the fole care of $
 little Mandarin and a few other individuals ap->
 pointed for that purpofe. Any one would natu^
 rally expeQ: to find a final! army in the Imperial
 refidence, but he will fee nothing like it. • I can,
 affirm, that in all my walks through the city I
 never met with any thing military except a;
 fmall guard-houfe, occupied by ten foldiers,
 under the command of an officer, who falls into,
 the ranks himfelf, as ferjeants do in Holland,
 'At the gates of the city there are, perhaps, thirty
  or forty men., commanded by an officer of higher,
 rank.
     I was not a little furprized to fee fo few
 troops, after having been affured laft year, by
 one of the perfons of the Engliih Embaffy (Cap-
 tain Mackintosh) that the effective army of the
 Chinefe empire amounted to eighteen hundred
 thoufand men. Perhaps it is requifite to go into
 Tartary to fee them; for I fought in vain during
 my journey to difcover a fufficient number to
 juftify my adopting any fuch eftimate.
    In the cities of the firft and fecond order we
 found as many as two hundred and fifty foldiers,
 and in thofe of the third order feldom more than
'half the number. This calculation is founded;
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upon the whole garrifon turning out under arms
in the cities we went through ; and in thofe that
we only approached, all the military were in
Jike manner drawn up while we paffed, in order
to add to the parade of our reception, Reafon-
lng upon thefe data, drawn from circumftances
in.which it was more natural for the Chinefe to
feek to add to than diminifh their difplay of
force, and taking into the account all the cities
of the three orders, all the forts, and all the mili-
tary ports of the fifteen provinces of the Chinefe
empire, we mould hardly fuppofe at the outfide
more than eight hundred thoufand men.
   Yefterday and to-day there were at leafi two
hundred horfemen mounted, who either pre-
ceded or followed the Emperor, but they were
confufedly mixed with the reft of the proceffion.
In the number was a fcore of archers, con*
founded alfo with the other individuals, The
reft of the train confided of Mandarins and of
fcrvants of the Emperor,
   This court is then the only one even in Afia
"where the chief of the nation is not furrounded
and prote^ed by a formidable military guard.
The confidential guards of the Emperor of China
are eunuchs, who, alone are charged with the
                                          protection
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prote&ion and police of the interior of the pa-
lace ; of that place where he is really domefti-
cated with his wives and children.
    As to the horfes, of which during thefe few
days paft we have feen a great number, I cannot
forbear making them the fubjecl: of a few ob-
fervations.
     They are very numerous in the northern pro--
vinces of China, but they are in general fmaB.
 A horfe of tolerable fize is an uncommon thing,
 and a truly handfome horfe a rarity. This want
 of beauty in the horfe is perhaps attributable tp
 the little care the Chinefe take of the fpecies.
 They are very feldom either rubbed down, •
 wafhed, or curry-combed. The faddle is put
 upon them in the dirty ftate they are in when
 they, come out of the ftables, which are alfo kept
 in very bad order. I have feen fome of the prin-
 cipal Mandarins mount a horfe without caring
 whether he were dreffed or not. I have fome-
 times even remarked that the horfe's tail was
 clotted with dirt, which adhered the more
  ftrongly owing to the froft, and which it was not
  thought worth while to remove. From thefe
 .fafts I am led to conclude that this valuable
  animal is here abandoned to himfelf, and that his
                                       nouriihmsrifc
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nourifhnient is no more than fufficient to enable
him to work. My reader will then, no doubt,
be of opinion with me, that the fate of a horfe
in China is exceedingly hard.
    Palanquins are very unfrequent.in the capital;
 few make ufe of them except the principal Mi*
 nifters of ftate and the great Mandarins, when
 they go out of Pe-king. The ufual vehicle is a,
 fmall cart,, with only room for one perfon. It is
 drawn by a fingle horfe, and the upper part is
 covered with blue or black fluff. The Royal
 Family itfelf, and the Grandees of the Empire,
 make ufe of fimilar carts, but they are then co-
 vered with cloth of an olive-green colour. The
 entrance is almoft always in front, and the feat is
 nothing more than a culhion laid flat at the
  bottom of the carriage,
     The private carts of the Mandarins have gene-
  rally a little door at the fide. Thefe carriages
  are not calculated for any but Chinefe. To
  Europeans they are exceedingly fatiguing, owing
  to the continual jumps they make over the pave-
  ment. I get into them as feldom as poffible,
  chufing rather to walk when I am going no
  farther than the palace. Many Mandarins, par-
  ticularly of the military clafs, make ufe of faddle
                                               horfes
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Iiorfes inftead of carts, whether going to court "of
<£lfewheref
   This morning his Majefty fent us a piece of
raw pork for our table. At noon, or thereabout,
the fitaa-fan-tayen waited upon his Excellency to
thank him, in the name of the Prime Minifter*
for his offer of prefents, and to intimate that he
cannot accept them. His Excellency upon this
obferved to the Mandarin, that as thefe prefents
were fent by the Stadtholder and the Dutch
Company, the refufal of them would be a fort of
difgrace to us ; and that we therefore requefted
Mm to repeat this obfervation to the Foo-tchang*
tang, and to entreat him anew to receive the
prefents, more efpecially as at the time of the
former Dutch EmbaiTies they had not been re,-
fufecl by the then Prime Minifter.
   T h e Naa-fan-tayen promifed to execute our
commiffion, though well aflured that it would be
of no avail, becaufe, according to him, neither
the Foo-tchong-tang nor any other Minifter will
confent to receive any thing whatever, but
would rather offer us fomething as a teftimony
of their gratitude for the trouble we have taken,
and the fatigue we have undergone during th$
Embafiy,
                                              This
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   This Mandarin, after having taken leave of
the Ambaflador, had a fliort converfation writh
M. Petit Pierre concerning watches. He then
went away attended by me again as far as th«
inner door.
   In the afternoon we were informed that it
would be neceffary to go to-morrow morning, at
four o'clock, to the palace, in order to breakfall:
in the Emperor's apartments. We had alfq
notice to hold ourfelves in readinefs to fet off
the day after to-morrow at noon for Yuep*
qting-yuen.
    29th. We fet off for the palace at four o'clock,
being conveyed in little carts to a fmall diftance
beyond the noble ftone bridge of which I made
mention on the ioth and n t h of this month.
There we took the fouth fide of the ftreet, op-
pofite a g'reat gate with three paffages, clofed by
folding doors painted red, and ornamented with
brafs knobs. Having paffed through this gate,
we found ourfelves in a large fquare planted
with cedars and other trees, under which wc
Walked for fome time. We were then con-
ducted to a little apartment near a pagoda, there
 to wait the Emperor's coming.
                                             When
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   When it was broad day-light, but before the
fifing of the fun,* we were defired to leave that
apartment in order to go into a little garden*
whefe the ground was entirely prepared for cul-
tivation. There we waited near a large and
magnificent building till the Monarch fhould
appear.
    I foott perceived that we were ift the fame
place where we had feen the fkaters perform
their exercife on the Ilth, but we were to-day
to the weftward of the frozen pond, inftead of
being to the fouth-eaft. We perceived a few
fkaters upon the ice.
    Soon after fun-rife the Emperor came in his
common chair, carried by eight Coulis. While he
was palling we knelt down, but without faluting
him. His Majefty, thus carried, entered the
building, where he was received by the two
principal Minifters, who had arrived on horfe-
back fome time before.
   We were then conduced towards a great
Sight of fteps on the eaftern fide of the building,
which led us towards a paved fquare, fituated
fouth of \% and entirely furrounded by a ftone
balttftrade, having to the fouth three flights of
                                             ftepsa
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fteps, which ferve as a defcent into the garden.
The building, which is two ftories high, is ex-
actly fimilar to that which is fituated in the in-
terior of the palace, and which I defcribed to the
reader on the apth of this month. The faloon,
called Tfe-quon-cok, the throne and the inftru-
ments of mufic, all retraced the idea of the
former place. The preparations were alfo the
fame, as well as the manner of placing the
guefts and their little tables, except that to-days
inftead of fifty difhes, they could only boaft of
four, namely, rice, broth, bones of meat, and
balls of meal.
   The Emperor having feated himfelf upon hk
throne, all the guefts paid him the falute of
honour, and afterwards fat down upon their
cufhions. After having ate fomething his Ma-
jefty fent a fmall difh from his table to us ia
particular. It contained cakes of meal, which I
found excellent.
   While we were eating, a vocal and inftru-
mental concert was executed. Among the
fingers I remarked a very ftout man, whofe voice
was the deepeft bafs I ever heard in my life,
while the purity of the found was aftonifhing.
He reminded me that I had heard about thirty-
                                              years
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 years ago, at Amfterdam, three famous Jgws}
 brothers, one of whom was very celebrated for
 his bafs voice 3 but this Chinefe furpaffed hint
 Tery much.
  • The repair, being over, a cup of the milk of
 "beans (Catj'ang) was- brought to each gueft, but
" it was fo burnt that it was impoflible to drink it.
 Soon after the Corean Ambaffadors and we were
 defired to rife in order to approach the throne,
 oppofite which we repeated the ceremonies per-
 formed on the 2,0th. W e received from the
 hands of the Emperor a cup of Chinefe Samjbu,
  after which his Excellency and I made the falute
 of honour with our hats on.
     A s foon as we had refumed our feats fome
 "buffoons entered, among whom was a little boy
  who performed upon the top of a bamboo the
  only tricks deferring of notice.
     Shortly after his Majefly rofc, and retired
  towards the palace. W e were then defired to
  walk down the fouth fteps into the garden,
  where a large yellow tent was pitched over three
  long tables. On thefe tables were wooden
  trays containing prefents for all the Envoys
  who affifted at t h e , entertainment.       They
                                               were
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were diftributed by the three firfl: Colaos or
Minifters of State, and delivered to each of us
individually.
• I faw to-day, for the firfl time, among fhqfe
Minifters the Aa-tchong-tang, who is fo far ad-
vanced in years that his beard is entirely white.
    T o the prefents made us one was added for
Prince the Stadtholder. It is a kind of Chinefe
 fceptre made of a beautiful tranfparent green,
ftone, refembling agate, and -called by the Chinefe
Fitz-miy. This curioiity of admirable workman-
 flrip, and the highefl: polifh,, valued at two thou-
 fand dollars, was accompanied by fifty-five rolls
 of different kinds of filk, which were delivered to
 the Ambaffador. He then received for himfelf
 twenty-five rolls of fluffs of various qualities; I
 had eight; there were forty more for the five
 gentlemen in the fuite of the •Embaffy ; and alfo
 feventy-two pieces of Pattcke (thin filk); and
  feventy-two pieces of JSfam-king for the Mechanift
 and the feventeen foldiers and fervants. A falute
 of honour expreffed our thanks, and then the'
 whole was delivered to the Mandarins, our con->
  du&ors, in order that they might take care to
 convey it to our hotel.
     T h e ceremony being over the Voo-ttJiong-tafig
     Yoh. I.                  T                caufed
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caufed it to be intimated to us, that his Majefty
had ordered the Naa-Jan-tayeft to take us to fee
fome of the temples and edifices within the pre.?
cinfts of the palace. We defired.fhe interpreter
to exprefs our grateful feelings for this favour of
the Emperor, and fet off under the guidance of
the obliging Mandarin,,
   We went back over the bridge, which I have
feveral times had occafion to mention, and to the
northward of which we entered the palace by an
Smmenfe gate,
   We were conduced in the firft place towards
the temple of Houing-on-tfu, the great God of the
Lamas,; a fedr, of which the prefent Emperor is,
the declared prote6k>r. This temple confifts of
two edifices, one fituated at the foot of a mount,
the other on its fummit. The firft is built in
the Chinefe fafhion, and the fecond according to
the tafte of the Lamas, that is to fay, that its
fquare bafement is furmounted by a lofty cir-
cular dome, which is itfelf terminated by a longj
pyramid of excellent workmanfhip, and ending
in a point, the extremity of which is covered by
a crefcent. The idol placed in the lower temple
}s of great height, gilt all over, and fitting upon a
 cujhion. It; js a colpffal ftatue, the face expreff-
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jng pleafure and gaiety, the charafiteriftics of the
idol of fenfuality among the Chinefe.
    From the ..temple fituated at the foot of the
•^riQunt we proceeded through a door in the back
.part to a flight of a hundred and twenty fteps of
 gentle afcent, winch led us to the upper temple,
, Orr all fides of the fquare hafement which,
fupports-the dome of the latter is a large gallery,
iurrounded by a baluftrade. From this point
of light the eye difcovers without obftacle the
va-ft extent of Fe-Mng, of which the profpeQ: is
really furprifmg, both on account ofthe immenfe
 fpace covered by the .city, and of the view af-
forded by the whole of the palace, arid by an
infinite number of edifices and buildings of all
kinds. 'Unfortunately it was a very early hour
of the morning, and a thick fog arofe, which
prevented our feeing fo well as we could have
tvifhed, Bcfides there was no proportion
between the time required to examine every-
thing, and that which we were permitted to
employ. It was from this elevated fpot that I
perceived for the firft time, that the lodging aft
Jgned to us is within the outer walls of the palace-.
   We were defired to remark from the gallery
#f th$ upper temple the plaqe where the laft
                        T z                Emperor
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 •Emperor of the Chinefe dynafty hung himfelf.
 It is a little rifing ground or mount, fkuated
 within the fecond inclofure of the palace, and
 called King-tchmg. Oft the fummit of this rifing
 ground, over the tomb of the unfortunate :Mo.-
  narch, an open hexagonal pavilion has been built.
     The outfide of the fquare bafement of the pa-
  goda of Houin-m-tfu is entirely coated with:bricks,
  exhibiting figures in relief, in the midft of which
 is a deep niche containing the image of a Jos- in
  bqfo-relievo. The bricks have a green edgingi
  Ibut the niehe and image are yellow, The whole
  appears "to be enamelled.. Hence the reader may-
 judge, of the magnificent appearance made by
  the whole edifice.
     Within the temple itfelf, which is farmed by
  this fquare, ftands upon an altar an idol monftrous
  in its form, but of fmall ftature, fince it is. not
  jnore than five feet high. Its head is mifhapen,
  and it has a number of arms and legs of bronze*
  caft altogether in a mafterly manner. Before the
  £ltar are four fluffed tygers in a.fitting poflure ;•
  and along the walls are fufpended bows, arrows,
  and other attributes of hunting. The door, the
  pillars, and the window-frames of the temple
  are of bronze likewife, and are embellifhed by
  $rt in a way highly, defer ving of praife.
                                                Above
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    Above tJjis fquare edifice ftands, as I have
ialready faid, the dome, the bottom of which is of
lefs extent than the fquare bafement itfelf, and
which, after a contraction or neck, rifes, in-
creafing in fize, and terminates in a feftion of a
fphere. On the centre of this dome ftands a
bronze fpire or point, ornamented with a fef-
toon, furmounted by a crefcent, richly gilt.
    After having admired all thefe details, and every
thing elfe about this temple, and after having
Indulged our eye's with a view of fuch a variety
of objects, we proceeded along a private road>
made at the back of the hill, in which we now
and then met with pieces of rock. It brought
us to a third temple of Chinefe conftruftion, con*
taining a female idol-.
    Upon quitting this laft temple, we Were de-
 fired to feat ourfelves upon a fled, which carried
us acrofs the ice to another edifice. This is of
a circular form, and built upon the margin of
the water, with an open gallery, commanding a
noble view when the eye is directed acrofs the
pond, which is here of confiderable width, to
feveral buildings erected on the oppofiteirfcte.
    I obferved befidteS five pavilions fituated oii
the pond, all magnificent ftru£rures. The middle,
                        T 3                      and
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and principal one, has a roof of thrJfe divifi«o3*
or ftories terminating in a point. The two pa*
vilions next this centre one have double roofs,
while the two others have fing.le roofs of an acute
formv Like that of the middle pavilion, all thefc
roofs are richly ornamented, and covered with-
yellow varnifhed tiles. In fhort,. the whole ap-
pearance of thefe five pavilions* exquiiitely giltj.
and embellifhed with red and green varnifh, is
truly extraordinary. It is there that the Em-
peror goes in the fummer with his wives to fiih,-
 or to be prefent at fome party of pleafure. The
middle pavilion is deftined folely for the Em-
 peror, while the four others are inhabited by his.
 wives, the courtiers, and the other perfons in
his Majefty's fervice. Thefe pavilions are called
 Uum-long-tliang.
     On quitting the circular building, we returned
 to the fled, which conveyed us again acrofs the
 lake. When we reached the other fide we got
 out in order to vifit another temple, called Kik-
 lok-tfay-kay. In the centre of it is an artificial
 rock, the top of which afcends to the roof, while
 its bafe covers the greater part of the inner fur-
 face of the temple. This rock is planted with
 trees, and is embellilhed with artificial flowers,.
 A great number of Jos are placed in cavities left
 in. different parts; while a winding and narrow
                                               patk
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 path leads through the fiones, by irregular fteps*
 to the fummit, where Hands the principal idol
 sreprefenting a woman.
    We afcended to the top of the rock, and found
 it much higher than we had imagined. Another
 path, leading alfo round the rock, but in a
 contrary direction, brought us down again. It
 muft be confeffed that this imitation exactly re-
 fernbles nature ; that every part of it difcovers
 good tafte j and that it is very well worth feeingi
    Thenc'e we were conduced to the temple Man-
fat-ten, which is three ftories high, each of them,
 confifting of an immenfe room full of altars and
 idols. This temple is called the pagoda of ten
 thoufand idols. Among the principal gilt ftatues
 Handing upon altars there are three in each ftory,
 exceedingly large, and fix fmaller. The walls
 all round the temple are full of little niches; and
 in every niche, as well as between the fteps, is
 the image of a Jos, in bronze* about fix inches
 high. This temple is then not a little extra-
 ordinary, and has a Angular efFeft upon the eye.
    We examined the three ftories with a great
 deal of a1*eation, and found the edifice to be of
 fconfiderable elevation. The upper ftory is as>
 liandfome as the lower, except that the latter
                       T4                        ean
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 can boaft of two beautiful towers, about fever?--
teen or eighteen inches high. They are made of
dark-coloured wood, and . are wrought with ad-
mirable delicacy and ikill, the plates and orna-
ments of filver, with which they are enriched,,
making a very pleafing contraft with the colour
of the wood. They are placed on the ground
in two angles of the room-
    In each room or ftoryy oppofite the altar, am
vafes of bronze of the moil finifhed workman-
ihip, with perfumes burning in them. There
are other vafes alfo intended for religious cere-
monies, and. highly deferring the attention of the.
-curious.
    W e quitted this temple,, in order to go to thai
called Tay-fay-tin, where the principal image re-
prefents a woman fitting, and is more than thirty
cobidos high*. Its head is compofed of an af-
femblage of fix faces, turned fix different ways 5.
 while, from two well proportioned arms, proceed
 five hundred other arms on each fide. Above
 the head, or rather the heads is a pyramid which
 appears to contain, at leaft,. five hundred little-
 heads.
    Before and rjpon the fides of the altar are tw®>
         * About thirty-five French.feetr (FrrEd.)
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towers, {landing on the ground, fuperior, 'in
beauty, to thofe of the temple of ten thoufand
idols. Like them they are o&agonal, and of
nine ftories, but are made of bronze, and, as we
were affured, caft in a fingle piece. They are
fix feet and a half diameter at their bafe, and
about fifteen feet high. The work is open, with
chafed ornaments, and a thoufand curious de-
tails. They are fo highly finifhed that the moft
fkilful European artift might be proud of having
executed them, fuppofing them even to confift
of feveral pieces.
    By the fide of thefe towers are alfo two pretty
large temples of bronze, ornamented infide and
cut with beautiful chafed work, and with ftones,
fuitable to facred purpofes*, which, as well as the
temples themfelves, would be well worthy the at-
tention of the moft fkilful artift.
   The confecrated veffels of bronze for the ufe
of the temples are, in general, admirably
wrought in has relief, and with fo much delicacy
in the details, that to difcover all their beauties,
it is neceffary to examine them clofely, and with
the moft fcrupulous attention. AH the pagodas
contain a great number of thofe vefTels.
         * JDes fisrrss analogues a I'xfage dts tempks,
                                                        We
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     We afterwards afcended, by a ftaircafe, to tn«?
  fecond ftory, which only forms a kind of gallery,,-
  becaufe the coloflal idol of which I have juft
  fpoken rifes above it, and paffes through the
  middle of the floor*
     Upon the whole, thefe temples, both within
  and without, are decorated with a riehnefs bor-
  dering upon profufion. The ornaments of fculp~
' ture are covered with fuch brilliant gilding, and
  fuch lively colours, that they are aftonithingly
  fplendid and'magnificent. His Excellency ac-
  cordingly confeffed that he had never feen any
  thing either fo beautiful, or fo fumptuous, in the
  temples of Japan *»
     All the avenues which lead to thefe edifices;
  and all the intervals between them, are laid out
  with exquifite tafte. Sometimes we met with a
  rock; fometimes with places full of ftones and
 pebbles ; all thefe irregularities united, imitating
 thofe of nature, with an art which no other nation
  can equal.
     In going from the fecond to the third temple,
    * The Dutch Ambaffador, M. Titeing, refided a long time
 in Japan, and even employed himfelf in acquiring information'
 concerning that interefting country, tke language of which he
 Kttderftands. (Fr.Ed,)
                                                          we
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•*r paffed under a great and beautiful triumphal
arch, with three wide openings, fituated near the
edge of the pond at the entrance of the paved
court of the temple Tay-jay-tsn. The fupports or
pedeftals of this triumphal arch conlift of larg£
pieces of marble, feulptured in a naafterly man-*
ner- The part which furmounts them, and which
is -of mafonry, is entirely covered with varnifh of
different colours, feeming to indicate bricks of
different tints, and harmonizing in the moft agree-
able manner. This triumphal arch is belides.
richly ornamented in parts with fculpture and
gilding. It is covered with yellow varnifhed tiles,
    W e were abundantly convinced this morning-,
by the fight of fo many curious things, that China
has formerly produced men of great genius, fup-
pofing that there be none alive at the prefeat day.
    From the laft pagoda, we were taken back
 upon the lied, over the pond, towards the eaftern,
fide, where we alighted. There the Naa-fan iayen
took leave of us, and we returned on foot to our
hotel, which wasnearer to the gate through which
 we paffed in our way to it, than to the fouth fide
 of the palace. It was half pall eleven when we
 returned after this entertaining excurfion.
    This favour of the Emperor is anpthsr manifeft
                                               proof
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proof that our Embaffy is agreeable to him, fined
no trace is to be found in the hiftory of preceding
ones of the like being ever granted to an Am-
baflador. The fame may be faid of our journey
to-morrow to his fummer palace, efpeciajly as the
Monarch fets off himfelf to pafs fome time there.
   W e received notice to repair early to-morrow1
morning to the palace to fee his Majefty fet off,
and to hold ourfelves in readinefs to follow him
in the afternoon.
   In paffing through the ftreet to return to our
lodgings, we perceived that yellow fand was
already ftrewing in it, and that it was preparing
for the Emperor's paflage.
    Every day the ftreets are fwept by a kind of
imperial flaves kept for that purpofe. There are
no lefs than four thoufand of them at Pe-king,
where they are highly neceffary to keep the city
in a cleanly ftate.
    30th. At five o'clock in the morning1, we got
iato our little carts, which conveyed us beyond
the bridge fomewhat farther than yefterday.
 W e alighted, and went into the Ihop of a dealer
 in furs, where we remained till day-break. W e
 were then taken into the ftreet, where, fhortly
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after, we faw his Imperial Majefty pafs, borne by-
eight Coulis, in his ufual fedan-chair. We knelt
down while he paffed,. and perceived by a look
he caft upon us, that we were not unobferved.
   The Emperor's retinue was considerable. He
was followed by a great number of palanquins-
and carts; but the principal part of his train
confifted of men mounted on horfes and mules.
The latter, in the environs of Pe~king, are large
and handfome animals, and appear to be in
higher eftimation than horfes.
   After the crowd was gone by, we got into-
our carriages again, in order to return to our
hotel, whither the Mandarins came at an early
hour to haften our departure for the country.
   Our baggage being already packed up it was
fent off hefore us; and having dined at noon,
we fet off in little carts at one o'clock in the
afternoon,
   Driving to the northward for about four
minutes, we turned to the well ward at the corner
of our ftreet, and paffed the bridge. After going
a little way round we entered a long ftreet, and,
going a full trot ftill to the weftward for a quarter'
of an hour, paffed the outer gate of the palace,
called the gate of Tfay-on.
                                                  As
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     As foon as out of this gate, we turned again to
 fh&e north, and drove down a ftreet wide and
 feaight like the laft, and paved in .the middle,
 At the end of fifteen minutes we turned a corner,
 entered another ftreet, and, driving to the weft-
 ward, found ourfelves in fifteen minutes more at
 ttte gate of the city called the gate of Tfay-chec.
Thus in fifty minutes were we conveyed from our
 feofel to the extremity of the city.
    fa the laft ftreet but one, we met fix great
-elephants coming into Pe-king, having almoft all
long but flender teeth. They were a prefent fent
to his Majefty by a great Mandarin refiding on
the weftern frontiers.
    Beyond the gate of Tfay chec the ftreets of
the fuburbs are not fpacious, but on each hand
ate as handfome {hops as in the interior of the
city. The fronts of moft of them are ornamented
with exquifite carved-work, refpk-ndent with
gilding of the richeft kind; On both fides of the
way are alfo tents, in which haberdafhers and
other tradefmen expofc all forts of wares to the
view of the public.
    In thefe ftreets there were a great many
isramen. W e alfo met with a confiderable num-
Iser itt little carts, fome of whom were very
agreeable in perform
                                          I thought
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   I thought I perceived that many of thefia young-
ladies were upon an amorous pilgrimage: in the
firft place, becaufe they had an old duenna fitting
at the fore part of the cart, and alfo becaufe at the
moment our carriages were paffing one another,
they fuffered themfelves to be looked at with.a
freedom equal to the curiofity with which they
gazed upon us. They even lifted up entirely
the curtain in the front of their carriage; and- as
jnarried women would never dare to allow thern.-
felves fuch liberties, I am the more ftrongly con-
firmed in my opinion.
   The gate by which we went out of Pe-king
is exafitly fimilar to that by which we entered it
on the fouth fide, on the icth of this month. It is
furmounted by an edifice, and protected by a
baftion on the outer fide.
    In the laft ftreet before we came to the gate
of the city, we croffed a very wide bridge of a
 fmgle arch, with a ftone baluftrade on each fide ;
this bridge inclines me to fuppofe that a canal
er ftream of water runs through the city.
   There were a great many windings in the road
without Pe-king, but in general it takes a north-
weft direction. The middle is paved with hewn
•$ones like that by which, we entered the city
                                                   on
$88      *   VOYAGE OF THE DUTCH
pn the 9th of the prefent month. There are alfo
trees on each fide; and we met with habitations
land villages at fmall diftances from one another.
    We had been going for fifty minutes at a full
trot, when we flopped at a place called Umtime,
fituated at ten // from Yuen~mng*yuen. A very
 good and tolerably fpacious lodging had been
prepared for us there. We took poffeffion of it,
find fhortly afterwards our baggage arrived.
    Our eonduftor informed us upon our firft
 leaving the city, that his Excellency and I muft
he ready to-morrow morning at an early hour to
 go and breakfaft at court, and congratulate the
 Emperor upon his arrival in the country. It
 sappears then that we {hall be no more exempt
 here than at Peking from thofe ceremonies which
 precede the dawn of day.
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